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Shiny, unusual, creative ........  METAL     {Use your Stash} 

Michelle O’Keefe 
  
I know you've got it and so do I.  Tons of metal stuff to use as embellishments.  You used to use it, but maybe 
not so much anymore.  How come?   Metal doesn't go bad, in fact, you can do lots of stuff with it. 
  

Use it as it is, but with a twist - Make a chain link 
fence with some metal gridwork and it's not thick at 
all.  It's cool for your sports layouts, put it over a photo 
to give the illusion of looking though a window or gate, 
add it to your garden or flower layouts like a garden 
fence, or use it on pages about the men in our lives to 
add that needed testosterone.  While you're at it, got 
chain?  How about using some up on these layout 
ideas - What's on my keychain?, Unchained melody 
(favorite songs?), a layout about a favorite necklace or 
bracelet or one that was a gift, What links us together, 
"links"  (about your favorite internet sites! - and don't 
forget backporchmemories on that list),  and by the 
way, the word "links" is also a golf slang word.  Got 
any golfers to scrap?  How about "The Language Of 
The Links".   While you're at it, maybe dig out those 
old charms and hang some from that chain, too. 

  

http://www.backporchmemories.com/


 
But wait a minute !  I've got some metal stuff, but I don't want to scrap in all silver, gold, and bronze.  
COLOR IT.   How about coloring that metal stuff with a little UTEE?  Lots of fun.  You need your versamark 
ink pad or another pigment (slow drying) ink, some colors of embossing powder or UTEE (comes in red & 
black colors now), and some little metal pieces  - like circle or other shaped clips, safety pins, charms in plain 
gold or silver that could use a little pop of color, pieces of flat metal sheets, those little copper plant marker 
strips, even chain, binder clips, how about those yummy copper flowers in this month's kit (see how I altered 
them in the photo), and so on.  If you can rub an ink pad over it and hold it with tweezers you can change its 
color.   How - rub the versamark ink pad over it, sprinkle on embossing powder or UTEE, and then heat with 
your heat gun to desired texture.  More and longer heat gives a smoother finish while lesser time gives a more 
rain drop look.  This is just so much fun, please try it !   I did the bronze flowers from this month's kit with just 
an accent of color.  You don't need to cover up all of the metal.  Sometimes just a touch or accent is all you need 
to make it pop for you and creat interest.  (Please remember that the metal gets hot and must cool before you 
touch it.) 
 
Another idea it is stamp on your metal with versamark, coat with embossing powder, and heat set or stamp with 
a permanent ink like Staz-on on your metal.  Also use Staz-on to distress the metal. 
Still another idea, did someone say glitter?  Apply some Diamond Glaze (any brand) to your metal accent and 
sprinkle a little glitter on.  When it is dry it will keep that glitter still and not flake off. 
  
 

Lots of letters - I have a lot of those metal letters, both the kind 
that are like a letter charm shape and also the kind sort of like a 
stamped letter on metal.  They are still cool looking, but you might 
want some variety.  Again, color them with your versamark / 
embossing powder technique to make them any color you'd like.  
When done they have an enamel looking finish, really pretty and 
makes a nice monogram.  Of course if you are embossing shy, you 
can always dab some paint on them.  Try the embossing, you will 
love the look. 
  
Have fun!  Can't wait to see what you create. 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Lets’ Learn Photoshop! 
Kara Henry 

 
The first step to doing spot color is to pick out a good photograph. This technique is great for highlighting 
something special in a photo. I once saw an adorable album to help children learn their colors. She had photos 
of her daughter in black and white, with her holding an object, which was the only color on the photo. And 
that’s just one of the ideas to do with this technique.  

 
First, open your photo. Duplicate the layer by selecting it in your layers palette 
and dragging to the “new layer” icon on the bottom. 
  
I think of layers as a stack of transparencies. Each one has a piece of the finished 
product on it and is independent of the other layers. You can rearrange layers to 
move them up or down in the stack and you can also erase parts of a layer to see 
underneath it, which is what we’re going to do here.   
 
 
 
 

 
Make sure your background copy layer is highlighted in 
your layers palette. Then go to 
Image>Adjustments>Desaturate. This will remove the 
color from your photo. 
 
 
This is not quite the same as a black and white photo. A 
good black and white has tonal ranges, in other words, 
you want your whites to be really white and your blacks 
to be really black. This is what makes a black and white 
photo really pop. To achieve this, you can adjust the 
curves. Photoshop Elements doesn’t have the curves 
feature, but using Levels instead will give you about the 
same effect.  
 
 
 
 
 
Right click on the icon shown below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choose the curves option.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next, click on the lines to bring up adjustment points. You 
want them to form an S curve. If your using levels, drag the 
triangles under the graph towards the center until you achieve 
the right contrast. Click OK. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Then, click the zoom tool, which looks like a magnifying glass. Click and drag on your 
photo to enlarge the area which you are changing back into color. Make sure you can 
see it well. You will be able to move around within the zoom, so don’t worry if you 
can’t see all of it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Once you’ve zoomed up on the area, click the eraser tool. Choose a brush that is large as you 
can, which comfortably working on the area. You can go in with a smaller brush to clean up 
the edges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Make sure the black and white layer is highlighted  
in your layers palette: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can right click within your photo to conveniently adjust the size and hardness of your brush. The key to 
adjust photos in Photoshop is to keep your edges soft and natural looking. Make sure to use a soft brush. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Using short strokes, erase the black and white where you want the color photo to show through. If you make a 
mistake and go out of the lines, use your history palette to go back. It will keep up to the last twenty “moves” 
you’ve made. Just click on the rows until you’ve gone back far enough to fix your mistake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once you’ve finished erasing where you want the color to show through, flatten and save. This is what my 
finished product looked like: 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Office Supplies Within Your Reach – Part 2 
Kathy Carr 

�
�

Strung Marking Tags are also found in office supply stores and are an 
inexpensive yet interesting embellishment. 

�

�

Paper Clips are available in so many styles and colors.  

I even found a package of magnetic paper clips for $1.49!! 

When added to a handmade color blocked photo mat, it gives it a “kick” (pun 
intended!)  

�
�

�

�

�

 

 

 

Binder Clips are also available in a variety of sizes and colors!  

�
�

�



 

 

 

The new clip works are fun to use also. No 
clipworks dispenser is necessary!  
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Have you seen an altered clipboard? They are prices in the $5 to $7 range.  

�
�
�
�

�

Altering CDs have been popular as scrapbook embellishments. 
Don’t forget that the cases can be embellished too! My son’s 
scout master gave me a CD with over 600 photos from horse 
camp. I didn’t want to do that many layouts so I embellished a 
CD case and adhered it to the inside cover of his scrapbook 
with the photo CD safe inside.  
�
Beside lots of chocolate in the break room supply aisle, I found 
coffee filters! A very simple project to make from coffee filters 
is a book. The cone-shaped filters make little pockets, which 
can hold letters, tags, cards, or anything else you'd like to tuck 
inside.  

�



�

Then I picked up a package of clear mailing labels. I have used 
these to add quick titles or a description to a layout.�

�
�
�
�

�

�

�

�

�

Reinforcement Tabs have been around for as long as I can remember.  

They can be a perfect accent to handmade tags by adding them over the punched 
hole at the top of the tag as shown here. They can be colored with ink, markers or 
paint for extra flair!  

�
�

�

The color coded label section included these self adhesive index tabs for $1.29.�
I added one to a handmade photo mat for a nifty way to title a photo! 

Among the large variety of index tabs I found these laminated blue monthly tabs. Won’t these look great behind 
a photo or journal mat? Or used as a journaling box? They have quite a potential for some awesome scrapbook 
layouts! 

 

�
�



Did you see the bubble wrap in the postal supply aisle? I thought I'd share a printing technique for making mats, 
papers, and cards. You have probably got the ingredients for this technique in your house right now! You'll 
never believe it - but bubble wrap can help make fantastic pages!  
 
Cut a piece of bubble wrap to the size you want the pattern to cover. If you want mats, cut the bubble wrap that 
size--approximately 4 1/2 x 6 1/2. If you want the whole page covered, cut an 8.5x11 piece of bubble wrap. (For 
12x12, you may need to work in sections and repeat the pattern to cover a whole sheet.)  
 
Lightly apply paint, ink or bleach to the piece of bubble wrap. 
Apply the treated bubble wrap to a sheet of card stock and 
gently apply pressure. Lift up bubble wrap and dispose. Allow 
card stock to dry thoroughly.�

�
�
Are you still sitting at your computer? Well, what are you 
waiting for? Head to your closest office supply store and fill up 
a shopping cart!  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Purse Mini Album 

Tami Floyd 
  
I found the neatest instructions on how to make a purse mini album that will house 6”x 6” layouts, so I gave it a 
go.  Now, I will tell you that while it wasn’t a difficult project at all, however it did get a little tricky at 
times…for me anyway!  It turned out so cute and I can’t wait to give it to my daughter for her 7th birthday.  If 
you like trying new projects, then make sure to try this one. 
  
Supplies: 
  
2 sheets of chipboard 
5 sheets of paper of your choice 
Hole punch 
Ruler 
Plate 
Pencil 
Glue 
Glue dots 
6x6 sheet protectors 
2 posts 
2 rings 
24 inches of ribbon 
4 brads 
Decorative embellishment for front cover of purse 
  



1.  Cut two 9 1/8 inch squares from chipboard sheets.  On the top edge of each, measure in 1” and mark the 
spot.  Draw a diagonal line from that spot to the bottom outside edge, then cut along the line.  Score a line 1” 
below the entire top edge of each piece so you can easily open the album. 

  
 
 
 
 
2.  Cut four 1”x6” strips from the chipboard sheets.  
Punch holes in all four of the strips that align with the 
holes in 6”x6” sheet protectors.  These two strips will 
serve as spacers for the sheet protectors when you 
assemble the album.   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Cut the paper or cardstock you have chosen to fit the album cover and remaining two chipboard strips 
making sure to punch the holes out again on the paper.  Also cut paper or cardstock to cover the insides of your 
album.  Glue items securely to their appropriate locations, rubbing to make sure there are no air bubbles.   
NOTE:   Sew a border in each paper or cardstock piece before adhering it to the chipboard, if desired.   
  



 
 
 
4.  Trim a 7”x 8” piece of paper or cardstock that 
coordinates with the covers.  Use a salad plate to round 
the right edge (7” side) for the purse flap.  Sew a border 
if desired, then adhere the left edge to the back cover of 
the album with.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Punch holes that align with the sheet protectors in 
both album covers.  Make sure your posts are an 
adequate length to accommodate the albums size.  
Insert the back of the post through the back covers of 
the album and adhere in place.  Add the sheet 
protectors. spacers, and album cover, then screw the 
post screw.  
  
 
 
 

6.  Cut on 18” and two 3” sections from ribbon. Use brads to secure a metal ring between each short section and 
the long section (with the long section in the middle).  I also added some stitching length wise to secure all the 
pieces of  ribbon into place on the rings.  Adhere both short sections to the sides of the album to create a handle 
for the purse.  I used many glue dots which I thought worked well.  Obviously, I believe the handle would be 
more for looks than for carrying…at least that’s what I hope my daughter does…lol 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7.  Fold the flap over the cover of the album and adhere.  Add any type of decorative embellishment for 
decoration.   

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Check out the October stamp set – click here 

 
Coming in October’s kit: 

Fancy Pants Vintage Summer 
Junkitz Whimsical Halloween 

Scenic Route Cape Town 
 

 
 

See the October Sneak Peek! - click here 
 

Available for individual order October1st, shipping October 15th 
Autoship memberships beginning with the October kit are available now. 

 


