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Well, another month has come and gone...

Most of you should have your November kit by now, | hgpe have had a chance to check out the layout
instructions for the kit this month. You will find thisername and password on a sticker attached to the outside
of your bag. Next month there will be four layoutsethfor the Medley and another one for the Solo.

In spite of the fact that | increased the number tf&vailable, the December Medley Kits are alreadty sut.

If you are not on autoship be sure to get your name ondltang list. Each month there are kits that are
skipped making some available to the waiting list. Thedgwws is that | am increasing again for the January
kit!

Enjoy your Thanksgiving with lots of cropping time while theys are watching football!
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Getting to Know Tami...
Michelle O’Keefe

Paula

Tell us a little about yourself and where you live, family, howong scrapping.
| live in Warren, Michigan which is a suburb (if that’siat

you can call it..lol) right outside of Detroit. | wasrn and
raised in this area, but definitely would like to move fdaxe
where winter isn’t so long and cold one day. | have tveagr
kids, Marisa who's a 7 year-old ‘diva’ and Collin who’y m
little 4 year-old buckaroo. | can’t forget to include myrifer
step-son, Travis, who will become a ‘big’ teenagerainuary.
They all keep me pretty busy running back and forth from
school and activities, so my scrapping time is pretty \déua
My husband and | have been together almost ten yeails and
love scrapping all the memories we have made togdther.
started this “hobby” which has now turned into an addiction
when | was pregnant with our daughter in 1999. Because |
don’t have any pictures or keepsakes from my childhood, |
wanted to be sure to capture all the little momentsyin m
children’s lives for them to treasure in the yearsoime.

Patterned paper or cardstock? Tell us about it.

| seriously love them both. | find myself using cardstoelaa
base or for mats and letters 99 percent of the timeoOrfse

then each page has to be decorated with patterned papgofitot


http://www.backporchmemories.com/

Stand or sit?

| seriously believe my creativity comes from standilagghing out loud). Every time | go to a crop where |
have to sit, | cannot seem to get my creative juiloeang. | designed my scrap area with a counter top so |
could stand. | find myself standing so often that my thategs often ache! Maybe | need to invest into a tall
barstool type of chair.

What is something you looking forward to?
I’m looking forward to the holiday season ahead. Chiastiime is my favorite part of the year. | love adl th
decorations, the preparation, and mostly spending tittieall of my family.

Favorite meal?
Anything Italian or Mexican with lots of cheese!!! (@man after my own heart ~PG)

Have you done any digital scrapping? Tell us about it, why you haw& or why you do & how / when.

| see so many cool digital layouts that inspire me ¢ater although | personally have never done any digital
scrapping. | love to work with my hands and feel the diffetextures, so | don't see myself going full blown
digital at any time. | would, however, love to learn jgsough about digital scrapping so as to enhance my
photos or add text and brushes to them.

What topic(s) or subject(s) do you want to scrap that youdwen't gotten around to doing yet?

| would love to scrap pictures of my “previous life”. Whathat you ask? Well, it would be the one before |
got married and had children. | would love to scrap picturesydirst job, my best friends in high school, and
my college experience. There just doesn’'t seem tmbegh time in the day right now to tackle anymore than |
already do. However, | know “one day” | will have tldi more time on my hands and make it a priority to get

some of my life pictures scrapped.
B

Thanksgiving Altered Basket
Tami Floyd

| actually found this very inexpensive basket in the Hallenvelearance aisle at Target. | potpourri. It was a
very simple and easy project to do using the Bo Bunny mapkribbon from November’'s Medley Kit.

1. Depending on the color of your basket, you may want to
paint it. Being that mine started off as a Hallowbasket, |
had to paint the black strips both on the inside anddwrutsi
and also the bottom brown so that if any of the backgroun
showed it would match my paper more appropriately. Let
paint dry completely before handling.

2. Measure the strip of basket to be covered. Cut pagéips to the appropriate size. My strips were cdt at
%2” increments of Bo Bunny Linen.



3. Using Mod Podge, | then covered the basket with tipeadt
paper and smoothed it down to the bottom. | used my exacto
knife to cut off the extra length of paper where it thetbottom
of the basket. Continue doing this until all the staps covered.

4. Taking a sponge tip applicator and an ink pad, lightly linkiges of the
piece of paper giving it a worn look.

5. Measure out a piece of ribbon to the size of tineofithe basket. Using
either glue dots or some type of ribbon adhesive, glue diogvribbon.

6. Using a saying from my Close To My Heart stamp cbdlec| stamped the
saying “Be Thankful” on a piece of Bo Bunny Table paper aad tut it out
with zig-zag scissors.

7. Take your tag and embellishments, of which | choseofwe Bo Bunny leaves from the kit and two Prima
leaves from my supplies, and punch holes throughout. & gece of raffia and thread them through the holes
on the leaves and the tag. Then push it through tharhthe basket using the paper pierce. Tie the raffta in

a bow and arrange all the elements. Glue them inte plac



Use Your STASH — Ribbon
Michelle O’'Keefe

Ribbon is one of those things we all love, love to lagHove to use, and especially collect ! It is reall
versatile. Let’s use some of it up (so we can get nfada).

Alter it — Maybe you have too much of one ribbon
style, so you need to make it a little different to keep
things interesting. You can make & out of many
things — tea bags, walnut ink (also the TINTZ in a
bottle), food coloring, scrapbook or clothing dye. Dip
the ribbon in and place to dry on paper towels in a safe
place that it won't stain anythingstampon it with
permanent ink. | used a Q-tip to gently rub some brown
Staz-onnk on the design portion of the bisque
embossed ribbon in this month’s kit. The embossing
stands out more. See photo. How abciit -
ink the ends of your ribbon and then ink the frayed
ends. See the photo of the brown ribbon from this
month’s kit pulled through a tag. You can also zod
words or letters to the ribbon; glue on
jewels or buttons.

Trade it— some on the PIF (Pay it Forward) forum. How thiskso- you accept what someone is
offering and then offer up something to the next person.it;Tygu’ll like it. | received some really pretty
ribbons on our PIF forum.

Technique- Try out these easy techniques:
with it (see a previous newsletter article)
Make a title with it
Tie it differently by
Punch holes and it through
Small pieces can becomea
Try — color pieces like stained glass
it around a photo mat to cover
Very thin ribbon makes a
String on it & make into a flower
Loop it as in a book like dividers
several size ribbons to change the look

Let's have a little fun here, use it up, and (me — Itbam) get more ribbon ! You know you love it. Have,fun
can’'t wait to see your creations.



Let's Learn Photoshop - Understanding Levels
Kara Henry

One the best things you can do to make photographs isetbeunderstand proper exposure. Levels are a way
of adjusting exposure so that your photos have both tlkestarlacks and the whitest whites and a good range

of values in between.

Here’s an example of how to edit your photo for exposuesed a photo | took of
myself, just holding up the camera, my arm outstretchéaim of a window with
lots of natural light:

The photo is underexposed, meaning there is not enougheligitito the film or
sensor. It's too dark. Most digital cameras do this on m&pecause it is easy to
blow out (or loose detail) in the highlights on digited compensate for this, you
need to adjust your levels.

To open the levels window, click CRTL+L. Or you can findrider
Image>Adjustments>Levels. A box that looks like thil @pen up:

Ideally, you want a smooth arch going
from darks on the left to lights on the
right. See how mine flattens out as it goes
to the light values? To correct this, take
the slider (looks like a triangle) and slide it
up to where the values start to go up.



Once you are satisfied, click ok.

A few more little edits and the finished photo looke ltkis:

Be careful not too go to far. If you go too
far, you're going to end up with a photo
that is overexposed (too much light) and
has hot spots where information is
missing. Sometimes this can create a cool
effect, but for our purposes, we are
ignoring that fact!



Flip Your Pictures!
Jacqueline Veach

How about a homemade flip book that stands on your talkéchen counter? | got this idea from a calendar |
get from my credit union every year. It stands uprightyendflip or tear the calendar pages off. Know what |
am talking about? Anyway, | thought it would be cool tatthd with some photos or maybe even some
favorite recipes. | used the November Solo kit to mhke'fFun Family Moments" one in my example.

Here are the step by step instructions:

Materials:

Cardboard (10 3/4 inches X 5 % inches)

Circle Punch

Corner Rounder

Patterned Paper, cardstock and embellishments from kit
Ribbon or Metal Book Rings (2)

1. Cut cardboard. Measure 4 % inches from top and
mark, another 1 % inches from that (for the bottom).
Score the cardboard at the marked lines (do not

cut all the way through, just enough so you can bend
more easily to make the triangle stand). See exainple

2. Cut patterned paper to wallpaper the cardboard on
both sides (use different patterns). Make the onthéor
outside 1 inch longer than the size of the cardboard.

3. Wallpaper inside, folding as you press down so paper
does not buckle up.

4. Wallpaper outside of cardboard with the longer piece
of patterned paper, folding the extra piece inside (just
for punching). See example2

5. Punch holes in the top of cardboard for ribbon or
metal rings about % - %2 inch from top and 1 inch from
each side. Mark using other side as template. See
example 2

6. Pull out extra piece (or tab) and fold over top of
"tent" and adhere to other side to form the triangle
stand. Be sure and test that your triangle stand truly
does stand. | had to make some minor adjustments.
Adhere the tab down.

7. Cut no more than 6 (depending on the number of
pages you want + one extra for the cover page)
cardstock pages 5% X 3 ¥ inches. Use your corner
rounder to round all corners



8. Create a cover page with your patterned paper and
embellishments from the kit. See example 3

9. Adhere photos to cardstock pages covering all
cardstock on front only. Repeat for all pages.

10. Punch circles of patterned paper and use those to
journal date/time or something fun about the event.
Adhere to pictures on left and right side.

See example 4

11. Mark holes for inside photo pages from flip book
holes that you punched.

12. To assemble, start from the back and thread ribbon
or metal rings thru top holes and put inside pages, then
cover and tie or clasp ring. See example 5

Other ideas include a book of family favorite recipes
(the ones you use on a

regular basis) or holiday cookie recipes to put on your
kitchen counter.

You could do one for a single event, to recap the year
or even for gift

giving for grandparents or friends for the holidays.

Have fun and be creative, the variations are endless!
Enjoy



Treasure Hunting
Kathy Carr

| love to use “found objects” on my scrapbook layoutlot only does it ease the strain on the scrapbook
budget, it creates a treasure hunting thrill and providesatstity” satisfaction. | have a friend that lotes

attend flea markets and she looks for items just likseathd has started a web based scrapbook business selling
her finds. This is how my fascination started.

On a trip to the top of
Pike’s Peak in Colorado,
this new mind set had me
buy a bumper sticker with a
scrapbook layout in mind!
And | love how it turned
out.

So over the next few months, please join me as weedash room in the house looking for hidden treasures.
Together we’ll discover how old and forgotten items lbeemew again on our scrapbook pages. We’'ll shuffle
through drawers and closets and find unique page embellishmeéltts. only requirement is to keep an open
mind!

In December: Kitchen
In January: Bedroom
In February: Bathroom
In March: Craft Room
In April: Garage

In May: Home Office

By the way, flea markets, yard sales, and thrift stare also great resources for found objects. Below are
some items to think about to be used on pages “as is"evedjtcut or pulled apart to suit the need. Be on the
lookout for:

Baby Clothing Dress patterns Playing cards
Beads Earrings Needle and thread
Belt Buckles Fabric Poker Chips

Bib Overalls Flowers (silk) Postage Stamps
Birth Announcements Game pieces Puzzle Pieces
Board Games Game Score Cards Ribbons

Books Greeting Cards Rickrack
Bracelets Hair Accessories Scrabble tiles
Buttons Handkerchiefs Seam binding tape
Calligraphy Pens Invitations Stationery
Ceramic tiles Lace Watch parts
Clothing with embroidery Lapel pins Yarn

Dictionaries Library pockets Zippers

Doll house furniture Maps

Dominoes Necklaces



The internet is also full of resources. Do a seéochscrapbooking + free” to see what comes up.

Free Offerings:
http://www.craftfreebies.com/scrapbooks.html
http://www.freebiedot.com/40pl1.htm
http://www.100megsfree3.com/arlana/freebies/crafts.htm
http://www.allfreecrafts.com/craftlinks.htm
http://www.bellaonline.com/subjects/3279.asp

Computer Fonts:
http://www.1001fonts.com/
http://www.fontgarden.com/
http://www.larabiefonts.com/index.html
http://www.dafont.com/
http://www.fontconnection.com/

Clip Art:
http://www.best-of-clipart.com/
http://www.aaaclipart.com/
http://www.cutecolors.com/
http://www.free-clip-art.com/

Paper-Piecing Patterns:
http://www.patternpage.com/freepatterns.htm
http://scrapbooking.about.com/library/weekly/aa080300a.htm
http://www.cropycats.com/patterns.html
http://www.suite101.com/welcome.cfm/scrapbooking

Printable Page Accents:
http://www.primgraphics.com/freetags.htm
http://www.thelittlepillow.com/albumpgdl.html
http://www.primdoodles.com/printables.asp
http://www.raggedyscrappin.com/store/WSAnNcillary.asp?id=19
http://disney.go.com/magicartist/index.html
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CRO %:ord Tips

To make words overlap:
Put each word in a text box.
Move/resize/manipulate the text boxes with your cuogeslicking and dragging.



Use your TRASH - make a time capsule
Michelle O’Keefe

Tell me you didn’t throw it out. If you did, run — run e, fish it out of the garbage. I'm talking about the
plastic packaging from your MM metal frame in the Nobkemsolo kit. You can make a time capsule with it
for your layout. It is flat enough and very easy to dd fam.

Tear the background cardboard and paper off of the plastic pa
You'll be left with 2 plastic pieces — the large partl @he

smaller about 1.5 inch diameter center piece. Thérstil

be a beige edging around the larger plastic piece, buivthat
serve as a border.

Next | cut a piece of printed “time”

transparency for my background and gathered

a few items to put into my time capsule like

mini flowers, a penny, an old id bracelet, a key,

and a paper fortune. Add the paper flowers to

the smaller plastic piece in the depressed side.

My adhesive of choice for this project is either
Diamond glaze or glossy accents. When you

attach the smaller plastic piece to the back of

the larger plastic piece you will be creating an

open spacketween them where the small flowers

can move around almost like a shaker. Put a bead

of glue around the smaller plastic piece with the
flowers inside and glue it to the larger one in the aente
lining up the shaped impression — so you are putting it
together convex to convex.

Now put your time capsule items loose on top

of the transparency (not in the center) and glue

your large plastic shape open space down to

the transparency sealing the edges. (If you

don’t want the items to move around inside you

can tack them down to the transparency with a

little Diamond glaze before attaching your larger
plastic piece to the transparency.) You now have

a smaller center shaker inside of the larger

(shaker) time capsule. When dry attach the wholeg tian
your layout transparency down. If you don’t want tleens
to move around inside you can tack them down to the
transparency with a little Diamond glaze before &itay
your larger plastic piece to the transparency.

W



Altered Composition Notebooks
Jennifer Steff

| usually make dozens of altered composition notebooks everyoreahristmas gifts, because they are always well
receives & something that everyone can use! | start vistars&k comp book & my secret is to paint the book binding tape
on the spine of the notebook, with acrylic paints. Thigsalve step of having to cover that with paper or book binding
tape...and also looks neater when the book spine is opes&tt with my printed papers & adhere the full sheets,
directly to the front & back covers of the book with a gdtiek or | will brush on a thick white glue or gel mediasimy
adhesive. After it's stuck down well, | use a pair tdsswrs to trim away the excess paper around all the efites o
covers. Next | like to layer different matching printed pas the cover & also add a title that says, "note-bjooknal,
important dates", etc. | add lots of embellishméimnéssame way | would embellish a scrapbook page. Foishihg

touch, | love to tie ribbons all the way around the front coféne comp book and tie a ribbon on the front side of the
cover. You can even tie tags on the ribbon down the frone |&t thing that is optional, but makes it look moredike
journal, is to add a large eyelet to the middle of tHe sdges of the front & back covers & then you can tie thisboo

shut with another ribbon! Check out my gallery from Octdbgou can see several of the altered composition notebooks
that | have already made as gifts for this holiday@@aslave fun & be sure to post your comp books in our gallery for
all to see!
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Check out the December stamp set — click here
Coming in December’s Kkit:
Chatterbox — Igloo
Kl Memories - Alpine
A2Z - Hip
American Crafts - Play

7 Gysies
Making Memories
Layout instructions
And much more....

See the December Sneak Peek now! - click here
Available for individual order Decemberist, shipping Delser 3"
Autoship memberships beginning with the December kit areadlaihow.




