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The July kits are on their way!  I have a few Medleys that were reserved and not paid for, email me if you are 
interested in purchasing one of them.  Just a reminder for those of you that pay for your autoship by Paypal, if 
you will be on vacation when your invoice is sent out  please make payment arrangements with me before you 
leave.  I will be forced to sell your kit if I don’t receive your payment before the kits ship on the 15th. 
 
There are some exciting changes on the way…  August will be the last month for the Duet.  Beginning in 
September, along with the Medley, Back Porch Memories will be offering the new ‘Solo’ kit.  The Solo will 
feature 6 sheets of patterned paper, 6-8 sheets of cardstock and lots more embellishments.  The price will still be 
$24 and you are free to switch between kits any month simply by emailing me.  I am excited about this change 
as I will be able to give you many more embellishments each month.  The September kit will feature Daisy D’s 
‘Gypsy Harvest’.  If you are currently receiving the Duet by autoship I will need to hear from you – let me 
know whether you would like to switch to the Medley or the new Solo. 
 
As most of you know, I have been increasing the number of Medleys available each month.  It has been hard to 
anticipate the demand the Medley!  I am working very hard to be able to offer the Medley for single purchases, 
so far most have only been available with an autoship subscription.  The increase for August should allow for 
individual purchases unless there are an abundance of new autoship subscriptions in the next two weeks. 
 
 
Paula 

 
 

Everybody Loves a Contest…or Two 
Fancy Pants Contest 
Beginning July 20th (after kits are shipped and received), we will be hosting 3 contests sponsored by our friends at Fancy Pants 
Designs! Angie will even be helping us choose the winners.  The contests will run from July 20-August 15.  Winners will be chosen 
by Fancy Pants Designs and Back Porch Memories, and announced within 3 days of the contests ending.  
 
1. Use Fancy Pants products to create an original layout. Your design must be created specifically for this contest. Your entry must be 
posted in the gallery at Back Porch Memories in the appropriate category. 
 
2. Use your July kit, containing Fancy Pants products to create an original layout. Your design must be created specifically for this 
contest. Your entry must be posted in the gallery here at BackPorch Memories in the appropriate category. 
 
3. One random winner will be chosen from all entries in both Fancy Pants contests above. Random winner will be chosen by Angie 
with Fancy Pants Designs.  
 
Three different prize packages will be awarded and mailed to the winner upon receipt of mailing addresses. Each prize package 
contains a variety of papers from either the Frou Frou, Spiffy or Chi Chi lines, coordinating ribbons and chipboard embellishments! 
 
Check the Message Board for updates and official rules.  Good luck to all participants! 
 

Message Board ‘Rank” Contest 
This is a fun one!  You have seen them….the fun, silly ranks assigned on message boards according to the number of posts made by 
each member.  This contest deadline is August 1st – all you have to do is email me your list of 10 ascending ranks for use on the Back 
Porch Memories message board.  One lucky winner will receive a great prize and of course you will be FAMOUS! 

 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/


 
 

Getting to Know Denise… 
Melanie McFarlin����

�
 
1. Tell us your vitals--ie, where do you live, kids?, how long 
scrapping,etc... I am a 5th generation Californian (Glenn 
County, too). I currently live between the mountains and the 
High Desert of Northern California in a small town called 
Susanville. I've been married for 14 years to Troy and we have 
three children~ Ryan (13), Halley (12) and Justin (3 1/2). I 
have been scrapbooking for about 8 years, but really became 
involved 3 years ago when I had Justin and didn't have 
anything else to do. I've made some great friends because of 
this hobby!  
 
 
2. Digital or film? Digital! I haven't used film in at least 4 
years.  
 
 
3. Do you scrap sitting down or standing up? Sitting down  
 
 
4. What color in the crayon box would you be? Purple  
 
 
5. Whats your fave tv show? CSI (any of the 3), Without a Trace and Windfall  
 
 
6. Who is your fave pp mfr? My Mind's Eye (Wild Asparagus & Kaleidoscope)  
 
 
7. Do you put your LOs in albums right away? No...I hang them up in my store or I put them in a pile. I'm 
really bad at this!  
 
 
8. What is in your car that doesn't belong there? I just cleaned it out because it went to the shop to get the 
brakes fixed, so probably a mechanic right about now. Usually I have a lot of scrapbook tools in there, though.  
 
 
9. Do you cook most every day? Yes  
 
 
10. What SB mags do you subscribe to, if any? None, but I buy Paper Crafts, Memory Makers and Creating 
Keepsakes when I see them 

�������������  
 
 
 



 
In This Month’s Kit 

Denise Ramsey 
 

Jodi and Jared Sanford, owners of Fancy Pants Designs, LLC are a husband an wife team with their business 
located in Sunset Utah.  They have three beautiful children.   For the past six years they contemplated starting 
up their own scrapbook company and finally decided to take the plunge! 

Jodi has been designing products and layouts for companies and magazines in the paper crafting industry for 
five years, so her knowledge and experience is top notch.  Jodi is passionate about scrapbooking and is always 
on top of the latest trends and techniques!  As a team, they created their company with all scrapbookers in mind. 
Beginning to advanced scrapbookers will love Fancy Pants Designs™ unique and innovative products. Whether 
you enjoy designing layouts, cards, tags, or altered projects, you will find versatility and creativity in each piece 
you use.  They print their papers, die cuts and stickers on heavyweight, acid free stock, and focus on high 
quality materials for embellishments and other products.  

Their objective is to please their customers and always bring you the best customer service, resourceful ideas 
and top quality products. They hope to inspire each of you as you preserve your memories for future 
generations 

 
 

Making Memories’ new Boho Chic programs feature eclectic, ironically teamed assortment of papers, trims, 
and other embellishments to infuse the hip style into limitless paper projects.  From the pink/purple/green 
“Olivia” line, to the aqua/purple/green combinations in the “Lauren” series, these collections were paired to 
flow together, yet allow personality to dazzle through with personalized combinations. 
 
“Our Boho Chic programs are all about releasing your inner gypsy,” explains Making Memories Product 
Manager Stacy Boothe.  “The pieces are all designed to fit together, yet there is no set structure.  The style 
caters to the user – which makes it all the more fun to experiment and let your creativity just flow.” 
 
Cardstock-weight paper anchors this collection – with more than 12 different patterns available in the two 
series.  Both “Olivia” and “Lauren” papers are available in 12” x 12” and 9” x 9” multipacks, as well as 6” x 6” 
pads.  Single sheets are also available.  
 
Making Memories also has released eight different mini books in 9” x 9” and 4” x 4” format, reflecting the 
same color palettes.  Constructed from sturdy chipboard covers and bound with two metal posts, these 
minibooks deliver a stylish, industrial foundation for any gift or theme album. 
 
In addition, both the “Olivia” and “Lauren” series offer complimentary assortments of Trims, Brad Accents, 
Metal Frames and Accessories, Velvet Alphabets, and Tiny Alphas.  The metals are distinctive by their 
distressed paint and aged copper finishes, while the soft embellishments are constructed from rick rack, 
crocheted lace trims, woven ribbons, grosgrain and a bevy of other “found” materials.  Each package of Brad 
accents includes a mix of clear and opaque jewel tones – essential embellishments to compete the true “boho” 
effect. 
�

 
 
 



TO BLOG OR NOT TO BLOG . . . 
Kathy Carr 

�
What is it?  A blog is many things. It’s a communication tool. A personal diary. A daily pulpit. A collaborative space. A 
political soapbox. A breaking-news outlet. A collection of links. Your own private thoughts. Memos to the world. It’s 
your voice. 
 
That voice doesn't necessarily need to be heard around the world though. Many people write in their blogs to keep their 
friends and families updated on their life where a daily email telling your social circle about what happened to you might 
start to be a bit much for people, with a weblog people approach it on their own timeframe and won't feel overwhelmed 
with the same amount of posts. 
 
You can make it private only for those you give permission to view, or you can make it public.  Your blog is whatever 
you want it to be. There are millions of them, in all shapes and sizes, and there are no real rules. Allow other blogs to get a 
link back from a post they've linked to (its called a TrackBack).  Bloggers also link to things. A lot.  In simple terms, a 
blog is YOUR writing page on the web, where you write stuff on an ongoing basis. New stuff shows up at the top, so your 
visitors can read what's new. Then they comment on it - or link to it - or email you. Or not.   Blogs have reshaped the web, 
impacted politics, shaken up journalism, and enabled millions of people to have a voice and connect with others. 
 
I love to read scrapbook related blogs.  Here is a list of the ones I enjoy the most: 
�
http://www.elsieflannigan.blogspot.com/ 
http://sophiacorbridge.typepad.com/sentimentsbysophia/ 
http://www.tracymiller.typepad.com/ 
http://tarawhitney.typepad.com/me/ 
http://www.abiteast.typepad.com/ 
http://cathyzielske.typepad.com/ 
http://teresamcfayden.typepad.com/ 
http://www.scraplyric.typepad.com/ 
http://stacysbigpicture.typepad.com/ 
http://www.heidiswapp.typepad.com/ 
http://karenburniston.typepad.com/ 
http://karenrussell.typepad.com/ 
http://www.rachelludwig.typepad.com/ 
http://rnjetta.typepad.com/ 
http://kellicrowe.typepad.com/ 
http://tenasprenger.typepad.com/ 
http://scrapscrapscrap.blogspot.com/ 
http://rhonnafarrer.typepad.com/ 
http://www.donnadowney.typepad.com/ 
http://www.myscrapblog.com/queengeek 
http://aliedwards.typepad.com/ 
http://glittertastic.livejournal.com/ 
http://www.imaginationproject.com/blog/ipblog.html 
http://thisismeangib.typepad.com/ 
http://www.terifode.typepad.com/ 
http://www.kellylautenbach.typepad.com/ 
http://mariagrace.blogspot.com/ 
http://dozerscreations.blogspot.com/ 
http://www.reneepearson.typepad.com/ 
http://www.shannontidwell.com/ 
http://www.scrappaydivas.blogspot.com/ 
http://jillconyers.typepad.com/life_as_i_see_it/ 

http://www.elsieflannigan.blogspot.com/
http://sophiacorbridge.typepad.com/sentimentsbysophia/
http://www.tracymiller.typepad.com/
http://tarawhitney.typepad.com/me/
http://www.abiteast.typepad.com/
http://cathyzielske.typepad.com/
http://teresamcfayden.typepad.com/
http://www.scraplyric.typepad.com/
http://stacysbigpicture.typepad.com/
http://www.heidiswapp.typepad.com/
http://karenburniston.typepad.com/
http://karenrussell.typepad.com/
http://www.rachelludwig.typepad.com/
http://rnjetta.typepad.com/
http://kellicrowe.typepad.com/
http://tenasprenger.typepad.com/
http://scrapscrapscrap.blogspot.com/
http://rhonnafarrer.typepad.com/
http://www.donnadowney.typepad.com/
http://www.myscrapblog.com/queengeek
http://aliedwards.typepad.com/
http://glittertastic.livejournal.com/
http://www.imaginationproject.com/blog/ipblog.html
http://thisismeangib.typepad.com/
http://www.terifode.typepad.com/
http://www.kellylautenbach.typepad.com/
http://mariagrace.blogspot.com/
http://dozerscreations.blogspot.com/
http://www.reneepearson.typepad.com/
http://www.shannontidwell.com/
http://www.scrappaydivas.blogspot.com/
http://jillconyers.typepad.com/life_as_i_see_it/
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July Sketch



 

 
Jacquie Veach 

 

 
Melanie McFarlin 

 
 
 
 



Use your stash !				
Michelle O’Keefe 

 
This month we will focus on ideas to use up out of style patterned paper in unique and creative ways. 
 There are so many things you can do with out of style paper both in scrapbook layouts and non-scrapping projects.  If you 
have any of that paper with the design around the whole outside edge with the center basically blank, you can take 
advantage of that pre-made border.  It is perfect for a quick card where the border shows on 2 edges of the card. You can 
also make a pretty message pad / list pad for your refrigerator or a paper holder. 

Refrigerator message/ list pad - Cut 12 X 12 paper into 4 pieces - 4 inches by 8 inches wide 
and a cardboard backing the same size.  Punch 2 holes on one of the short ends and use a 4 X 4 
inch piece of paper for the edge wrapping.  Attach a magnet strip to the back so it can hang on 
your frig.  Thread a piece of ribbon though the sheets, cardboard, and edge wrapping, and tie.  
Embellish.  You can run a perforator along the top of each sheet for easy tearing also.   
Paper holder - cut the end off of a priority mailing box at an angle, one inch on one side to 
about 4 inches on the opposite side.  Use your older papers to cover the box and use it to hold 
your patterned papers and cardstock. 
 
Ideas to change that paper -  whitewash it with 
any color paint to make it a color you like better (a 
watered down acrylic paint)  --- stamp all over it 
with an alphabet or a full rubber stamp image 
sheet which has not yet been cut apart  --- cut it 
into 1/2 inch to one inch strips                and weave 
it with another paper to become a background 

paper (a la Anna Griffin) ---  stamp images or words on it using your 
Versamark ink pad to create a watermark look ---  emboss stamped images or 
words with clear UTEE all over it to create custom paper ---  cut/punch it up 
into 2 squares and use all different but similar color papers to create a quilt 
like patchwork background sheet for a layout  ---  use it as the pages of a mini 
book which will be mostly covered up anyway --- make it into a creative idea 
book for your scrapping ideas, sketches, journaling notes  ---  cut into thin 
strips and use it to "sew" on your layout or to create a faux ribbon  ---  use it 
as photo mats adding a thin solid cardstock also if necessary  ---  crumple it 
and ink to change the color and texture of it --- create a collage layout and use 
pieces of the paper in between or as the background paper. 
  
Another thing I like to do if I have a paper I'm not crazy about is to use it as 
the background paper instead of cardstock when I know most of the 
background paper is going to be covered up anyway.  It is also nice to use as a 2nd layer background paper if my real 
background paper is very thin like Chatterbox, just glue it on the back to make it sturdier. 
  

Try a cool tissue paper technique to transform the paper -  
Using tissue paper, rubber stamps, and gloss gel medium, you 
can create an interesting textured paper.  Several companies 
made a designed tissue paper, but you can make your own with 
white or color tissue paper by stamping images or words / 
phrases on it with permanent ink like Stazon.  Tear tissue paper 
into 3 - 4 inch pieces.  Brush gel medium on the patterned paper 
and randomly place the tissue paper pieces into the wet gel 
medium.  Overlap for more intense color and patterns.  Then 
brush over the entire thing with a 2nd coat of gel medium.  
Smooth out any large wrinkles with your fingers while it is still               

wet.  Let dry. This creates some pretty translucent layers.   
 Get to work using up that older paper so you can buy some new papers guilt free !  You might just create something 
wonderful. 
 



 
 

Photographing Nature 
Denise Ramsey 

  
I use a digital camera to record those special family moments, 
but lately I have really enjoyed capturing the beauty of nature.  
If you have the time to take a leisure drive on a sunny afternoon, 
grab your kids and get out your camera.  It won't take much time 
at all for you to find some wildflowers growing on the side of 
the road or a babbling brook nearby.  You may be surprised at 
how beautiful these capture in your camera.  Recently, I have 
taken pictures of a cow in the middle of the road, a fast flowing 
river, a spectacular view of a waterfall, and a trout swimming in 
a lake.  Although these pictures are not your ordinary scrapbook 
page material, they will make gorgeous photos for discussion, 
and will remind me of a happy day with my family.  Afterall, I 
did share those moments with them, too.  Out of all of the 
photos I had developed this week (64), the one with the cow in 
the road was the one my daughter wanted to keep.  It was a great 
story for her to share with her friends, and inspired quite a bit of 
laughter, too.  Here are some recent pictures that I'd love to 
share with you.  Layouts using some of these photos can be seen 
in my gallery.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v365/Firecracker7472/?action=viewcurrent=101_0293.jpgrefPage=imgAnch=imgAnch2


Sew with Ribbon 
by Michelle O’Keefe				

				
The sheer ribbons in the July  
Back Porch Memories kit are  
perfect for creating handmade  
sewn accents on your pages.   
It’s very easy; here are the  
steps to create something beautiful. 
 
 
1.  For each flower, pierce 10 holes 
through your layout in a ½ inch  
diameter circle. 
2.  Using a needle, thread ribbon, 
start from the bottom up through 
one hole, down through the next 
hole and leave a ½ inch or greater loop for each petal. The loops do not need to be perfect shape or size.  The 
randomness adds charm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Once you have formed the 5 loops, use a thin fiber or floss to tack down each loop at 
the top end.   
4.  To create buds, pierce one hole.  Come up from the back with the ribbon, twist the 
needle and ribbon a few turns, and go back down into the same hole.  Don’t pull it tight, 
leaving the little bud on top.  Create stems with a straight line stitch. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Basic flower with 4 petals, 
ours will be 5 petals. 

 



I am off to CHA!  Look for all the exciting new releases soon! 
 

Check out the August stamp set – click here 
 

 
 
 

 
Coming in August’s kit: 

Prima – Odyssey and Stone Rose 
Fontwerks -  Simply Neat 

Mod - Kaleidescope 
Cloud 9 - Resort 

 
Basic Grey 

SEI 
And much more…. 

 
 
 

click here - The JulySneak Peek is now up on the website! - click here 
 

Available for individual order August 1st, shipping August 15th 
Autoship memberships beginning with the August kit are available now. 

 
 
 
 


