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Can you believe it?  Summer is just about gone and school has already begun in many areas.  Of course, that 
brings with it one of my favorite times of the year – autumn.  The cool weather is always a welcome change; we 
are just starting to experience a few days of it here and there.  The August kits just shipped out but I know some 
of you are already looking forward to September.  CHA Summer brought so many wonderful products that I am 
looking forward to bringing you, and your September kit will be brimming with them!  Check the website often 
as I will be adding sneak peeks a little at a time as the product comes in (it is so new some of it hasn’t even hit 
the stores yet!), I know you will be thrilled!  I certainly hope you will be able to make some time to preserve 
your summer memories. 
 
Last month I told you about the new Solo kit that will debut in September, replacing the Duet.  Now I have even 
MORE exciting news for you!  You asked and I listened… 
 
Also beginning in September, you will receive instructions for four layouts using the Medley kit.  Even 
though these are made especially for the Medley they are easily adaptable for the Solo and will be included with 
it as well.  These will be available online, as printing costs would cut into your kit contents – and nobody wants 
that.  Watch for all the details coming in your September kit. 
 
Paula 

 
 
 

 
                            Getting to Know Jacquie… 
                                            Michelle O’Keefe�

�
Tell us a little about yourself and where you live, family.  
I'm a mother of 2 teen boys, Nate and Ben, which have agendas of 
their own and a sports calendar that doesn't include breaks. I am the 
wife of 25 years to a very compassionate man Chris. Ooops, almost 
forgot, we have a golden retriever named Logan that reminds me daily 
that he needs brushed .  We live in mid-west Ohio in the heart of 
where rubber manufacturing started. My day job includes working 
fulltime for a major utility company in the computer field. My job 
right now has been leading a project to redesign our company's 
website. It's been challenging and fun to learn the new technologies 
but I'll be happy when we implement in the fall...I'll have much more 
time for family and scrapping fun  
 
How would you describe your scrapbooking style?  
I've been scrapping for about 6 years now and my style (as well as my 
supplies) has really evolved and grown. I'd describe mine as eclectic. I 
like to design in a variety of ways, try new techniques and different 
ways to tell the story.  

http://www.backporchmemories.com/


 
What was the most difficult subject for you to scrap about to date?  
I think my most difficult subject was scrapping how I felt about my first son when he was in the hospital as a 
two pound preemie. On the outside, to everyone else, I was very positive and so very sure of his future. On the 
inside, I was the opposite; unsure, a bit frightened and always anxious for him to get to the next milestone 
successfully. It was a rough several weeks but he is an amazing, bright and active kid (maybe too smart for a 16 
yr old...LOL!).  
 
What are your other interests?  
I love water sports: jet skiing, waterskiing, tubing, hanging at the beach relaxing. I enjoy reading mystery 
novels but don't get too much time to do that. I love to spend time with my family just hanging out, going to 
football games, playing cards or watching movies.  
 
What was your favorite vacation? Have you scrapped it yet?  
It's a toss up...I loved our family ski vacations to Utah and yes, I have scrapped them. I also enjoyed our fantasy 
vacations to Disney...haven't scrapped those but I have collected all the goodies (of course).  
 
What is the one thing you still really want to do in your life?  
Hmmm, how about debt free...LOL! Ok, that won't happen until I have my kids out of college, right? Ok, to 
answer the question...I love to travel and explore new places and learn about the history...I hope to get to 
Australia and New Zealand and do some site seeing and photography in those beautiful places.  
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Organizing Your Space 

Jennifer Steff 
 
 

 
I’ve recently discovered a new antique/junk store in 
my area.  I could not believe my eyes when I found 
old shutters of all sizes, for under a dollar a piece!  I 
went a little crazy, because I knew exactly what I 
wanted them for…organizing my scraproom!  I took a 
set of four small shutters and mounted them on the 
wall of my room.  I clipped some sketches, cards, and 
some other ideas to the shutter with clothespins.  I 
was so excited over the shutters, that I’ve since 
installed another set into my space to clip alphabet 
stickers on.  On the same trip I also found large 
window shutters, almost as big as doors, for under 
five dollars each.  I think I came home with a half a 
dozen of these giant shutters with the intention of 
putting hinges on them and using them as a room 
divider in my bedroom.  But, of course, since I am 
always looking for new ideas to use in my scrapbook 
room…..they look so cute with product clipped al 
over them.  Keep your eyes open, you never know 
what you will find to organize your scrapbook room! 
 
 



Simple Steps to a Completed Mini Album 
Tami Floyd  

 
If you’re anything like me, the words “mini album” sound so intimidating.  I seriously break out in a sweat when I think 
about making one and have quite a few that I’ve attempted that sit uncompleted.  I was recently in a contest that required 
us to create a mini album for the final challenge in just over a week’s time.  Well, you can imagine the fear and panic that 
struck when I read that!  I racked my brain trying to figure out where to start.  I stumbled upon an article that broke down 
the whole process into simple steps.  A light bulb actually went off in my brain and the information triggered an eagerness 
to start creating. 
  
There are five simple steps to use that will enable you to complete your mini album quickly and with ease.   
  
Step One:  Dream It 

The whole idea of “dreaming it” is really sorting the process in your head before you actually start to cut and 
paste.  Consider why you are creating this album?  Who is it for?  What is the message or theme you would like to 
convey?  After answering these few simple questions, you can then pull pictures and the materials that will help you to 
convey the theme.  Remember you can always narrow down at some later point the supplies that will best work in your 
mini album project.   
  After the theme has been determined, then you have to consider what size and style will work best for you.  You 
could do a 12x12, 8x8, or 6x6 pre-made album and just insert the completed pages.  You could purchase a pre-made 
chipboard album or assemble one of your own.  The possibilities are endless, but will be an easier step to figure out 
because you’ve already decided your theme. 
  
Step Two:  Organize It  

When you organize your album, the whole assembly will go smoothly from start to finish.  You know what 
message or feeling you want your album to convey at this point, so it’s just a matter of organizing the “nuts and bolts”.  
The best way to do this is by creating a table of contents that will help you organize how your mini album flows.  
Organizing will help you to make sure to include key elements and to use materials that will compliment it.  After you’ve 
determined your pages from your table of contents, you can then use plastic sleeves to store the photos and materials that 
will be used on each page accordingly.   
  
Step Three:  Journal It 

 Journaling beforehand will save lots of time.  Whether you hand write your journaling or do it on the computer, 
after doing so you will then know how much room you will need on each page.  This step helps you to determine whether 
or not you may need to scale down your journaling to fit the page.  Journaling before assembling the album may also give 
way to inspiring a page’s look.  You may also find that you have to create hidden pockets for journaling you may either 
want to keep private, or for journaling that doesn’t fit on the page due to space constraints.  Either way, journaling allows 
your voice to come through on the pages. 
  
Step Four:  Arrange It 

You’ve determined the theme, the size, what your album will say and in what order, now you need to arrange 
your materials.  This should be an easy and simple process now that the bulk of the work is done.  The best method to start 
the arranging is by sketching.  There are two ways to do this one being digitally which will allow you to determine the 
correct size of the photo to print therefore cutting down on re-sizing or cutting down photos later.  The second way is to 
sketch each individual page by hand.  Sketching gives you a visual sense of how each page will be arranged and also 
leaves less of a chance that you will run out of room in the end.  
  
Step Five:  Assemble It  

Let the fun begin!  Now you can pull all your supplies out and start to assemble the pages according to the 
“skeleton” you’ve created.  After you’ve completed the basic framework of each page, you can then decide whether to 
embellish it further to make it your own, or maybe you might take the simple approach and keep each page design similar 
in fashion.  However you decide, remember you are not locked in to anything.  Make the album your own style! 
  
 
These are the basic five steps that help make the whole mini album task less intimidating.  You are bound to complete an 
album “quickly and with ease if you dream it, organize it, arrange it, journal it, and then assemble it!”   



Lets’ Learn Photoshop! 
Kara Henry 

 
 
When I was pregnant with my third little guy, Griffin, I kept 
meaning to take shots of my pregnant belly. One day, I finally set 
up the camera on automatic timer and took some shots. Well, they 
didn’t turn out the best and I didn’t get around to more belly shots 
until a few months later. This one was the best I had: 

 
It’s crooked, the lighting is not the best and my middle son’s head 
is at the bottom. I’m going to show you how to fix it. Although I 
put the edited one in my scrapbook, I’m keeping a digital copy just 
like this, since it shows the details of our home at the time. I always 
save the original copy, just in case I want to use it for something 
else later.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First I cropped it. The crop tool looks like this: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Once you have the crop tool selected, drag and click on your 
image. Once you’ve got the size you want, move your cursor 
outside the selected area. A double-sided arrow will appear. Click 
and drag to rotate your crop area. Then hit enter or click on the 
arrow at the top right of the screen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Now I’m going to turn my photo black and white and adjust the contrast. I’m 
going to cover that another month. Next, I’m going to make a mask for the 
background. First start out by using the lasso tool to make a rough outline:  
 
 
 
 



Next, we’re going to go into quick mask mode. Click on this little icon: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The area which you haven’t selected with the lasso tool is in red. The area 
which you are selecting is clear. Using the brush tool, apply white to erase 
and black to put on the mask (it shows up as red on your photo). You want to 
use a large, soft brush. Once you’ve refined your image, it will look like this:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     You can check your work by clicking the 

tool next to the quick mask tool and toggling back 
and forth. Once you’re happy with your mask, 
switch back to normal view. Duplicate your layer 
by going to the layer palette, right clicking 
selecting “duplicate layer.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
When the box comes up, click “ok.” Select the new layer by clicking on 
it in the layers palette.  
Go to layers>add layer mask>hide selection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In the layers palette, click the eye on  the background layer to hide it. 



 
 
 
The background should disappear. To make the background white, go to 
layers>flatten image: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           

 
 

 
Click ok and save as a new file.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The finished photo looks like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
And here’s a digital layout I did, using the same 
technique. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

{Adapted to 8.5 x 11} 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kara Henry 

Journaling

August Sketch

TITLE



 
{Pages reversed} 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Michelle O’Keefe 

 
 
 
 

{Using only one side} 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tami Floyd 



Use your stash!				
Michelle O’Keefe 

 
 

This month we will talk about fasteners and what to do with some of those out of style or no longer your style 
items. 
 You know those brads that are shaped?   I loved them & bought a ton, but now I really don’t think they fit my 
style unless I’m doing baby layouts.  So should I just toss them?  No way!   
 
Brads - Shaped brads or even mini brads can be used backwards by pushing up from 
the back of the paper.  You create a look that is sort of like 2 clock hands.  So use them 
to fasten anything down, including adding hands to a clock embellishment.  Some more 
ideas for shaped brads include putting them through a metal rimmed tag and covering 
with paper glaze, painting over them, using them to create a title, or using them in mass 
quantities to create a mosaic design.  When doing the mosaic or the title, look at the 
color and ignore the shape of the actual brad.  Also mix all types of shapes in your 
design.   Use regular round or square mini brads as the “thread” to sew your buttons to 
your page.  This comes out really cute especially if you use mini brads that are a 
contrasting color and don’t forget to use them backwards as well for variety.   
Here’s a short list of more ideas: 
Use them as bullets on a journaling list 
As punctuation 
To hold down a transparency  
 
Buttons – Try clustering them to make a flower or other design.   
Fill ‘er up  – Your buttons that is –  
Put some diamond glaze or paper glaze in the center of a button and add some glass beads to dress it up.   
Fill with glitter and top with paper glaze 
Paint the centers  
Try sewing over the edges – sew from the center button hold to the outside of the button and down through the 
paper.  You can do this with fiber or ribbon or even floss.  If you sew over the edge and actually go outside the 
button about ½ to 1 inch, then you can make it into a funky flower design.   
Draw on your really large buttons with a permanent marker or add journaling words to them with rub-ons.. 
Cover the center of a button or large brad with letter stickers. 
 
What about eyelets? -   
These can be fun and I have lots of them in lots of colors.  Use a series of eyelets to make a “pierced” design.  
Then you can leave them as-is or lace through the holes with string, ribbon, or fiber.  How about using the 
eyelets backwards, too?  Did you do this the first time you used them?  (okay, maybe you didn’t, but I think I 
did once!  LOL)  Some eyelets look like a mini flower from the backside.  Try this for a unique design.  Some 
eyelets can be stacked, meaning the different sizes fit inside of each other.  Try this for a two-tone look.  Eyelets 
also can be used for punctuation and bullet on a list. 
 
The other stuff – Photo turns – use to “nail down” anything, to be the petals of a flower, to hold a twisted 
piece of ribbon or twill (which I did), to spell out a word.  How about those suspender clips and the file folder 
clips and staples and paper clips?  Use them all to hold ribbon, fiber, and journaling blocks.  For fun use them 
on the edge of your layout and let them hang off the edge.  This is especially fun on the top edge of your layout!  
If you are using a top loading album, then you can have lots of stuff hanging out the top.  Think about that a 
little while and you’ll come up with a bunch of ideas. 
  
Get to work using up those old fasteners and add a unique flair to your creations!   Soon you’ll have lots of 
empty little containers to refill with new goodies.  We need more stuff! 



                                           Office Supplies Within Your Reach – Part 1 
                                                                                       Kathy Carr 
�
Investigative Reporter Carr checking in! My assignment this month was to scope out an office supply store to 
determine what products could be used in our scrapbook layouts. This was a very dangerous mission as I was 
approached by the office supply store employees twelve times during my mission. So I can’t do this alone! 
Your mission, should you accept it, is to visit the nearest office supply store and stock up on some cool 
scrapbook layout embellishments! Here is a Top Secret Report FOR YOUR EYES ONLY to get you started on 
your mission!  
�
As we all know our scrapbooking hobby can be a wonderful way to preserve memories and pass on a legacy to 
our children and families. But it can also be expensive and addicting. I love spending my leisure time 
scrapbooking and shopping for new supplies. Nevertheless, it's hard to keep up with the latest and greatest 
trends when new companies come out with cool new products so often. So our mission is to find some great 
alternatives at the local office supply store.  
 
 

 

Office supplies are becoming more and more popular as 
embellishments on scrapbook pages. Some distributors have 
commented on the quality of the supplies that can be bought cheaply 
at office supply stores that are not name brand and to their surprise 
most of these supplies are acid free as well.  
 
In the first aisle I found a roll of cork four feet long for $11.99. 
Granted, the cork needed to be unrolled, some heavy books laid on it 
for a few days to flatten it out, but it tore easily and made a very nice 
border on a school layout. I also used an ordinary stapler with blue 
staples (a variety of colored staples are now found in office supply 
stores!) to create a pocket on the photo mat. 

�
�
�
�

�

A�28 cent wooden ruler also makes a nice accent on a “back to 
school” layout. In this layout I also used my Dymo label maker to 
create word accents. I love my inexpensive Dymo Label Maker. 
It’s great for instant titles or journaling in a variety of colors. Plus 
it’s fun to use. It also works great with 3/8” strips of cardstock. 
After embossing, gently rub the letters with sandpaper to cause the 
letters to show up white on the colored background. 
 
The store also carried large brass brads and key tags (also used in 
this layout) that are cheaper than the similar scrapbook brand 
versions. 



In the school supply section, our local office supply store had 
pocket portfolio with my daughter’s high school logo. I grabbed a 
few of these to cut and use as photo mats or background 
embellishments. 

They also had a wonderful selection of letterhead and invitations 
in a variety of themes that could be used on a scrapbook page. Did 
you see the post-it-notes? They come in so many wonderful colors 
with designs and quotes. Use for an instant journal box!  
 
The variety of cardboard alphabet stencils was fantastic. Altered 
stencils are the rage right now. This set of stencils retailed for 
$2.99.   Here I created an altered stencil embellishment for a future 
layout. 

�
�

�

 

Keep all your important 
information in one place 
with an altered Rolodex. 
Here’s the one I have on 
my desk at work. This is a 
great gift idea!! 

����
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Rollabind Crafter Disks come in three sizes (small, 
medium, and large) and come in an assortment of 
colors. They don’t only have to be used to hold 
reports together ~ I used them in this layout to 
showcase alphabet stickers. 

���  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pick up a package of blank timecards! These are fun to alter! Use them as an accent for a retirement page or to 
illustrate a time line for a day in the life of you.  

 
Coin envelopes are perfect for hiding tiny treasures. It’s so 
much fun to open an envelope to see what secrets are held 
inside. In fact, an array of envelopes can be found in office 
supply stores. No matter the type of envelope used, a 
message tucked inside creates anticipation and interest for 
the reader. For large items, this 99 cent pocket portfolio 
could be decorate and adhered to a page to hold a travel 
brochure or other piece of important memorabilia.  

 
Transparency film is an easy way to add variety and life to your scrapbook pages.  The most common use for 
transparencies is for journaling. Since they are clear, transparencies provide an excellent way to place 
journaling on your page while allowing the background to show through without covering it or muting it as 
vellum does. Because transparencies are clear, the journaling is readable without taking away the feel of the 
photos or the paper. 
 
Most office transparencies come 10 to 20 in a package and are sold for about a dollar apiece or less at retail. 
Avery and HP are two common office supply brands. Look for brands that are made of polyethylene, 
polypropylene, Mylar, polyester, or plastic. You want your sheets to be PVC FREE. For safety sake, avoid 
Polyvinylchloride plastics. Read your labels! 
 
I use a variety of methods to attach my transparencies. You can use: 

·  Brads  
·  Eyelets  
·  Hinges  
·  Hatpins  
·  Page corners  
·  Spray adhesive  
·  Adhesive placed under an accent or photo  
·  Paper fasteners  
·  Paper clips  
·  Snaps  
·  Sewing with fiber  
·  Staples  
·  Ribbons 

�
�
Or don't attach it at all as I did in the BOM title page layout. 
Transparencies are highly static. They tend to cling well to whatever 
paper you lay them on. If you intend to place your layout in a page 
protector, you can rest assured that the page protector will hold your 
transparency neatly in place. No adhesive needed! 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Be sure to check out the Specialty Paper. I found some very unusual but 
interesting paper $3.99 and am looking for to using these sheets on many 
a layout.  

�
 

 
 

 
 

 

Metal Rimmed Tags are a great way to highlight an embellishment. In 
this layout I used a small stamp. These tags are available in 
scrapbooking stores but a general office supply store brand is cheaper 
than the scrapbook brand.  

Well, this has taken us through only HALF the office supply store. I 
hope you will put these ideas to use this month and next month we will 
explore the other half! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Look for CHA releases in your September kit! 

 
Check out the September stamp set – click here 

 
Coming in September’s kit: 
Daisy D’s Gypsy Harvest 

Basic Grey - Gypsy 
A2Z - Party 

Polar Bear Press – Rustic Retreat 
 

Bo Bunny 
Basic Grey 

Layout instructions 
And much more…. 

 
 

Check back often as the sneek peek will be updated a little at a time! - click here 
 

Available for individual order September1st, shipping September 15th 
Autoship memberships beginning with the September kit are available now. 



 


