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There has been a lot of behind the scenes work going on this month at Back Porch Memories.   
 
We have a brand new gallery loaded with features and loaded with fabulous layouts from the April kit – which 
is on its’ way to you now!  The Design Team has really out done themselves this month – you will not want to 
miss a single layout or project.   
 
Oh, speaking of the Design Team…would YOU like to join us for a month?  We now have a Guest Designer 
Contest every month, you have until May 10th to enter your layout, be sure to read the rules on the message 
board in the ‘contest’ section. 
 
I have adapted a referral program.  There is now a place to enter referral information upon checkout.  If you 
refer a new autoship customer to BPM, after their third autoshipment you BOTH will receive a gift from me – a 
special edition mini stamp set in the cutest little tin ever.  I will be continually making new sets, so don’t be 
worried about earning more than one, you will love them all.  Oh, did I mention they are special editions and 
NOT for sale!  If you are not a stamper, I have you covered too – just ask.  
 
I hope you enjoy this months’ newsletter! 
 
Paula 
   

 
 

Getting to Know Chara… 
�

�
1. Tell us a little about yourself, where you live,  your family and how 
long have you been scrapping. 
I am 27 and married to my High School sweetheart and a mom of a 9 year old 
wild and crazy boy. Josh is in the Air Force and for now Montana is our home, 
but that seems to change every 3 years! Real home for me is back in 
Missouri. I miss my Mom and Dad like crazy! Montana is beautiful and we are 
huge hunters here, but I would trade it in a heartbeat for Sonic and for all four 
seasons of weather instead of winter and a mild summer.  

I have been officially scrapping for close to 2 years but a total of 5...I was a 
sticker-booker before—scary, I know!!! I love, love, love shopping for 
scrapping supplies! I'm passionate right now for ink and chipboard.  

2.  What things in your scrap room make you smile?  
I LOVE to see my stash in my scrap room and my ATG tape gun. I secretly 
smile to myself when I see my albums stacked up and projects waiting to be 
finished up. I can just "play" with supplies for hours! 
 

 
 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/


 
3.  Who inspires you?  
My family inspires me to always strive to be better so I can preserve all details to remember later on.  
 
 
4.  What’s your creative process for scrapbook layo uts?  
My process to scrapbook is somewhat silly to anyone other than me...I clean my scrap room first, start a load of laundry 
and fiddle for a bit before I get started. I never ever leave a LO unfinished...just lots of altered projects! 
 
5.  What is your favorite Snack?  
I'm totally addicted to M&M's and fireballs. 
 
6.  What scrapbook tool could you not live without?  
I cannot ever live without my ATG tape gun---it is THE best investment and most fun tool I have ever purchased! 
 
7.  What’s your favorite thing about scrapbooking?  
My favorite thing about scrapbooking is definitely without a doubt all the shopping I do...preserving the memories too but 
I'm addicted to the shopping! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Lazy Scrapper 
{Faux Stitching}�

Lisa Tilmon 
�
Do you love the look of stitching? Which is your 
favorite stitch—straight, curvy, or zig zag? Do you 
prefer the look of hand stitching or machine stitching? 
Now my mother taught me how to thread a needle and 
sew on a new button at a very early age. And 
eventually she encouraged me to learn how to sew 
from my home economics teacher in junior high. 
Although I adore the stitched look, my expertise is 
limited and there are days the “lazy scrapper” in me 
simply doesn’t want to fuss with dragging out my 
machine and changing thread and settings and all.  No 
worries. Faux stitching gives the same look with less 
work. �   Check out this simple layout.  I used a ruler 
and my paper piercing tool to create spaced holes for 
a border. Then I used my white Signo gel pen to 
connect the dots for the stitched look I desired. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 
Jamie Gavin 

 
Here we are again…designing with more awesome kits.  Here you will find two pretty simple layouts—one that 
can be completed in about 10 minutes, while the other will take about 15 minutes.  I hope that you all are 
enjoying these quick layouts as much as I enjoy creating them.  I think it is a great way to get some projects 
done in a very short amount of time, and they still look great!  Again most things can be found in the kits, but I 
used a few other items that most of you probably have in your stash such as letter stickers, etc.  You 
decide…the possibilities are endless. 

  
10 minutes! 
This one is pretty simple.  Trim the paper to the 
size you want, mine are about 8.5 by 8.5 for the 
bottom layer, then take the paisley and trim it to 
approximately 10.5 by 5.5.  Attach the paper, add 
the wavy adhesive strip, and then the buttons.  
Next, I matted the photos onto the brown 
cardstock to make them stand out a little better.  
Place the photos where you want them and add a 
few embellishments if you wish (Note: I added a 
cardstock sticker between the photos).  I also 
added the title using some rubons from my 
stash…ta da...you are done! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15 minutes! 
To make it even quicker, for this layout I left 
everything how it was on the 10 minute layout.  I 
then added a few pieces of the striped paper from 
the kit.  Then I used my Cricut to make a Friends 
title and added the bow to the memories sticker.  I 
also added some doodling, and that was it.  Makes 
it look like a different layout and in so very little 
time. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Have fun and remember come show us your work 
in the gallery at BPM.  We would love to see what 
you all are creating with these kits. 

 



 
 
 
 

Photo Mojo 
{8 Steps to Better Photos} 

Chara Ralston 
  
1. ALWAYS PACK YOUR CAMERA 
This is an incredibly obvious yet most overlooked tip. You don't have to carry everything but there are some 
must haves. A small, lightweight point and shoot camera with a decent built in zoom is all you will need to turn 
moments into lasting and memorable photos. 
  
2. THINK LIKE A PHOTOJOURNALIST 
Let your camera tell the story. Whether you are taking everyday photos or memorable life events, you should 
strive to shoot a complete photo story. Go beyond standard posed shots and capture as much candid action and  
emotion as you can. 
  
3.  PRE-VISUALIZE YOUR PHOTOS 
Rather than walk around aimlessly during photo events have a simple plan and stick to it. Anticipate actions 
before they happen. You'll save time, energy and frustration but being in the right place at the right time. 
  
4.  READ YOUR CAMERA MANUAL 
This manual is your friend and at times will be a life saver! You won't be able to capture beautiful pictures if 
you are fumbling with the basics on how to work your camera. I've found I learn something new every time I 
read it. 
  
5.  KEEP IT SIMPLE 
Pay attention to detail. Strive for clean, crisp and clear images. Often times it's the little things that ruin 
otherwise good photos. The key is eliminating as much visual clutter until your viewfinder contains only those 
elements that are essential to the best photo and nothing else. 
  
6.  NATURAL LIGHT 
The sun can be your friend or your worst enemy. Good light equals good photos. You want the sun falling over 
your shoulder and onto your subject...unless you want backlit or silhouetted images. 
  
7.  LEARN FROM OTHERS 
Just like scrapbooking examples of good photography are all around us. Study magazines, books, web sites 
etc. If you see a photo which you think is done well and it is possible to talk to the photographer ask questions. 
  
8.  SHOOT HIGH AND LOW 
Changing your perspective can do wonders for your images. Try shooting your photos from different levels. Sit 
on the ground, stand on a chair play around and have fun. Strive for quality rather than quantity.   

 
�
�

 
 

 
 



Explosion Box 
Tami Floyd 

 
I’ve found what I think to be the cutest project yet.  The explosion box is actually quite simple to create.  The 
only time consuming part will be embellishing to your liking. 
 

1.  Begin by choosing four double-sided cardstock weight  
     papers.  
 
2.  The first paper (the one that will be the outside of the box,  
     and the base layer of the photos) should be 12x12 inches.    
     You will need to score the paper 4 inches in from all four  
     sides, and cut out the corners (4x4 squares).  
 
3.  The next paper trim to 11x11, and score the sides at 3.75  
     inches. Cut out the corners.  
 
4.  The third paper needs to be trimmed to 10x10. You should   
     score the paper at 3.5 inches on each side, and remove the  
     corners.  
 
5.  This will leave you with 3 perfectly layered pieces for your  
     box. 
 
6.  Decorate and embellish these layers however you wish with  
     stamps, flowers, ribbon, ink, etc.  When you’ve finished  
     decorating the layers, adhere the centers. 
  
 

 
 
7.  To create the lid you will need to trim your paper to 8x8  
     inches. Score the edges at 1�  inches. 
 
This time, only cut one side of the square on the edge. 

   
Glue the flap you have created to the inside of the lid.  
 
Flip it over, and embellish as you wish. 
 
Your lid should fit on your box bottom perfectly and give an 
exploding effect when removed. 
 



April Sketch 
{selected from www.pagemaps.com} 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               Tina Albertson                                                                              Tami Floyd 

 
                     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  
 
 
 
 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Chara Ralston      Lisa Tilmon           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Ad Inspiration 

Tina Albertson 
 
I ran across this ad in an edition of Family Fun Magazine.  What initially caught my eye was the title “they 
don’t stay this little forever.”  How true that statement really is! 

 
 
So I knew I wanted to incorporate 
that into my layout.  Of course, if 
you are doing a layout that doesn’t 
focus on a child, the overall design 
of the ad will work for any topic.   
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Recycled Chipboard Mini Book 

Jacquie Veach 
 
It’s not really chipboard…I’m sure you’ve seen it and maybe even used it yourself in a project.  When you buy 
scrapbook paper online or even in your local scrapbook store, they sometimes put a piece of cardboard in the 
package so your paper doesn’t get wrinkled or messed up. That’s what I used along with the April Medley kit to 
make my spring mini book called Family Joy.   I chose various fun pictures from different events in 2006 and 
scrapped them in this little chipboard book.  This could be an enjoyable book for Mom on Mother’s Day too! 

 
Materials (from the April Medley kit): 
 - 1 sheet of 12x12 Bazzill - Lakeshore 
 - 1 sheet of 12x12 French Vanilla Bazzill  
 - Tres Jolie patterned paper (you will have left overs) 
 - Tres Jolie French Kiss buttons 
 - Making Memories Gameboard Alphabet  
 
Other materials: 
 - 6-8 photos that can be trimmed 
 - four 9” ribbons or metal rings  
 - 12x12 cardboard  
 - black ink 
 - black journaling pen 
 - large hole punch  
 - corner rounder 
 - 7Gypsies square stamp 
(or something for your journaling)  

 - Queen&Co plastic flowers 
  
Instructions: 
1. Measure and cut the 12x12 cardboard as 

indicated in Figure 1. 
 

2. Assemble your cardboard pieces in the 
order provided in Figure 2. 

 

3. Corner round the cardboard on the right 
sides. 

 

4. Begin by decorating the cover page with your title.  I inked the white chipboard with brown ink to make it 
stand out against the orange patterned paper. 

 

5. On the first inside page (page 1), trim one of your photos to 2” by 4” and place that photo in the upper right 
corner of the 4X6 cardboard.  Corner round the upper right corner of the photo. Decorate the remainder of 
page 1. 

 

6. The pattern for the inside pages consists of photos on the left and journaling on the right.  I used the 
7Gypsies square stamp for my journaling on the Vanilla Bazzill. I then embellished with a Queen&Co 
flower and Tres Jolie button. You could punch squares and hand draw or ink the edges for your journaling 
too. Repeat this pattern for all the pages.  See pages 2-6. 

 

7. By the way, I had a couple extra photos I wanted to include so I added 2 more 4X6 pages to the end of my 
book.  Also, you’ll notice that I broke my pattern of photo on left and journaling on right…I just had too 
many photos to include �  

 



8. Punch 4 holes into your pages for the binding on the left side. The first hole should be ½ inch from the top, 
2nd hole – 1” from the first, then 1” apart after that. 

 

9. Assemble with either ribbon or metal rings. 
 

10. ENJOY �  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Check out the May stamp set – click here 
Coming in May’s kit: 

Bo Bunny – Anna Sophia 
Fancy Pants – Floral Chic 

A2Z – Little Rascals 
Bo Bunny - Daydreamer 

Imaginisce 
7 Gypsies 

Layout instructions 
And much more…. 

 
See the May Sneak Peek now! - click here 

Available for individual order May 1st, shipping May 15th 
Autoship memberships beginning with the May kits are available now. 

 
 


