
���������	
����

������������	
����

������������	
����

������������	
����

���
����������	
���	����





 
�
�
�
��
������������������������������������������ ��������������������������������������������������� �������������������������
��
��
�������
 
 
 
 
Whew, I don’t know about you, but I just got finished with a whirlwind summer!  I always think ‘I will have 
time for that this summer’, forgetting how busy I really am that time of year.  Don’t get me wrong, I love every 
minute of it, especially how unstructured it is.  Now that life is somewhat back to normal (does that ever really 
happen?), I am ready to have some serious scrapping time.  The design team is bringing you very doable 
challenges each month.  In addition to getting pages done and your kits used up, THERE ARE PRIZES 
randomly given each month ~ come join us and get some pictures onto the pages! 
 
Paula 
   

 
 
 

 
 

Meet Mariska {September Guest Designer}… 
�

I'm Mariska Hofmann, 43, married to Peter for almost 16 years and mom of two boys. 
Jeffrey is 14 and Jarno is 12 years old. We live in a small village in the north of the 
Netherlands, close to the sea. I’ve been totally addicted to scrapbooking since 2003 when I 
started this beautiful hobby. But peeking into the albums I made when I was younger, I see 
an early stage of scrapbooking. At my 14th birthday I got my first camera and the joy of 
making pictures was the beginning of this wonderful hobby which gives me a lot of 
happiness and brings so much creativity.  
 
Most of the time the boys are my subject; but now and then there are layouts about 
flowers, gardening and our motorbike. I have a part-time job in healthcare and since 
January 2006 a Design Team Member for a Dutch magazine called Scrap! Which is FUN, 
FUN, FUN. Creating stuff with supplies I didn't choose myself is awesome because you 
come up with things to inspire others and that is what I really want.  
 
I love spending time with my family and like my work very much, also gardening, cooking 
and riding my motorbike are favorite hobbies. Greek and Italian foods are my favorite.  

 
In the evening when I sit behind my desk, I enjoy making “scrappy” things. 12”x12” layouts is the size which I prefer most, 
but it’s also fun making mini books (love making small things as a gift) and altering all kinds of stuff. I think my style is 
graphic with sometimes freestyle elements and you will always find flowers and buttons on my work.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/


Photo Mojo 
{Photo Strips} 
Danielle Calhoun 

 
In this tutorial, I will teach you how to make photo strips with your photos (as you can see in my example).  I 
will be using Photoshop Elements 5.0. 
  
�  Open a blank file in photoshop - File>New>Blank File 
�  Choose a custom file (5x7 inches) 
�  Choose your photos that you want on the strip, and open 

the first photo.  
�  Resize the photo to 2x3 inches with a resolution of 300. 
�  Choose the rectangular marquee tool, and lasso your 

photo.   
�  Go to Edit>Copy to copy the photo. 
�  Return to your blank file and go to Edit>Paste, to paste 

your photo onto the blank file. 
�  You can use the move tool (on the top right of the 

toolbar), to move the photo.   
�  Follow these instructions for 2 more photos, and you will 

have a total of 3 photos on this photo strip. 
�  Be sure to use the move tool to move the photos, so that 

they are about 1/2 inch from each other, creating a white 
space in between photos. 

  
A few things to remember:  I chose to use a 5x7 blank 
file.  You can use a larger blank file, and fit more photos on your strip.  When you are done, just save the file in 
JPEG, and send to the printer.  Have fun, and be sure to share what you create!   

 
 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Journaling Spots}�

Alissa Trowbridge 
�
�

One of the reasons I shy away from handwriting on a 
layout is my journaling tends to slant down the page. To 
combat this problem, I usually pencil in lines with a ruler 
first. However, it’s a pain to do this; and sometimes I 
can’t get the lines to erase all the way. My new solution? 
Journaling spots! I love these things. Most come 
preprinted with journaling lines, perfect for keeping your 
handwriting in place. The best part is they’re a super 
quick way to add journaling to a page. Plus, they turn 
ordinary handwriting into a fantastic, coordinating 
embellishment! 
 
Quite a few manufacturers produce this kind of product, 
including Heidi Swapp, Jenni Bowlin (as seen in 
August’s Medley Kit), Luxe Designs and Daisy D’s. In 
my example, I used a journaling label by Scenic Route 
from this month’s Solo Kit. 

 



Stamping 
{Creating Embellishments} 

Audrey Tan 
 
These days I seldom buy embellishments. I prefer to make them myself. As an avid stamper, I find that I can 
easily create an embellishment using stamps.  
 

1) Journaling spots 
Journaling spots seems to be the rage these days. One can easily 
create an individual journaling spot with stamps from Back Porch 
Memories.  
 
2) Accents 
Create your own accents using stamps. I often find that in a packet 
of embellishments, there will be words that I will never use. Hence, 
using stamps, I can easily create the accents that I want for 
decorating my page. 
 
3)  Epoxy embellishment 
Stamp an image on a cardstock. Cut out the 
image. If you want to strengthen the image,  
adhere several cardstock pieces to the back. In  
order to achieve the epoxy look, I apply a layer of  
glossy accent or diamond glaze. Let it dry. Voila,  
you have created your own epoxy accent. 
 
4) Chipboard embellishment 
If you are like me—a hoarder of raw chipboards—here’s a quick 
way of turning them into an embellishment. I ink the chipboard 
with my desired color, stamp an image, and decorate it with either 
glossy accents or glitter. To take it further, I sometimes punch two 
small holes to mimic button holes, and you have a button accent 
for your pages.  
 
5) Embossed accents 
To make a homemade accent stand out, try heat embossing it. Not 
only will it appear vibrant but you create a unique one-of-a-kind 
accent. 
 
        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jazz Up Those Felt Embellishments 
Tami Floyd 

 
    
Now that you’ve acquired some of the new felt embellishments or have made some of your own, let’s see what 
we can do to jazz them up a bit. 
 

For starters, I decided to layer two felt flowers and add other components 
such as rhinestones and flowers. You could also add buttons as another 
alternative. I added a bit of embroidery stitching down the center of the 
petals for another added touch. 
 
I next decided to take a hand-cut heart I had stamped on and embellish it 
with dimensional paint. I love the effect of this and the possibilities are 
endless. 
 

I have a passion for flowers and ribbon, so my next felt embellie had to 
include both. I cut two rings of felt in two different colors making one 
slightly bigger than the other. I layered the circles accordingly. I then took 
about an 18” piece of coordinating ribbon and began to loop it diagonally, 
stitching from the bottom center of the felt circles up through the ribbon to 
hold it securely. When all the ribbon was looped and resembled a flower, I 
stitched down one more time and tied it off on the bottom. I inserted a 
rhinestone gem and voila! 
 
You can also use the hard felt for page borders and add holes to punch 
them up a bit. 
 
For my final felt embellie, I decided to cover the front of a mini album 
using all felt. I traced the shape and cut the felt.  I then decided to blanket 
stitch the edge with embroidery floss. Using Fabri-Tac glue I adhered the 
felt to the front of the heart-shaped mini album.  I placed the felt flower I 
made along with some buttons.   

 
I hope you have fun and come up with some more creative ideas on how to 
embellish felt! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



September Sketch 
{selected from www.pagemaps.com} 

 
                       

                                                                                                         Jacquie Veach 

 
                     

 
                               

Alissa Trowbridge             Danielle Calhoun           

 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 
Lisa Tilmon 

 
�

10 minutes! 
This layout uses three vertical 4x6 photos arranged in 
the center of the layout. The photo row is highlighted 
by strips of patterned paper to create a border above 
and to the left. {Note: Each patterned paper strip is 
4x12.} I added a journaling spot for two 
purposes…obviously to include my journaling, but 
also to draw attention to the title. I love the open space 
at the base of this layout for a long title. I chose two 
colors and three different fonts. The “here” is 
Chatterbox chipboard from the add-on, the “grin” is 
from my stash of Heidi Swapp, and the remaining 
words are Doodlebug alpha stickers from my stash. 
The title work consumed the bulk of my 10 minutes.  
��

 
15 minutes! 
Isn’t it amazing what five minutes of embellishments 
can add to a layout? For this layout, I added three photo 
corners, a border strip of chipboard, and a sentiment. 
These chipboard additions not only tied my color 
scheme together, but also add dimension to the layout. I 
love how the introduction of a new color brightened my 
layout—orange is my new favorite color. These quick 
additions made a big difference! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Check out the October stamp set – click here 
Coming in October’s kit: 

October Afternoon, Basic Grey, Fancy Pants, Dream Street 
7 Gypsies, Layout instructions 

And much more…. 
 

See the October Sneak Peek now! - click here 
Available for individual order October 1st, shipping October 15th 

Autoship memberships beginning with the October kit are available now. 


