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Yep, I am writing to you from my new home in Alaska.  We finally made it and are mostly settled in just in 
time for Thanksgiving.  The temperature has already been -9 and the lake we live on is already frozen with a 
few ice skating rinks popping up.  It is certainly a different world up here!   
 
Back Porch Memories is growing, we will now have space to offer classes and crops!  If you are interested in 
seeing this new venture, check out my blog www.backporchmemories.blogspot.com to keep up with the 
progress (it might take a while).  It is exciting but there is so much work to be done. 
 
Thank you so much for all of your support and patience during this very stressful and hectic time.  I have 
received so much encouragement from you all and am very thankful to have this extended circle of friends. 
 
Since the holidays are right upon us I am sure you are very busy.  The design team has been hard at work to 
make sure you have ideas for quick and easy layouts and projects.  Our goal is to help you get more pages done 
and to use up your always growing stash of supplies.  It is so much fun to get all of the newest products in the 
mail, so let’s get busy using them up and preserving your families memories.  
 
 
Paula 
 
   

 
 

Meet Jana {November Guest Designer}… 
�

Passionate? . . . yeah. Possessed? . . . Okay, I admit it. Guilty as charged . . . I am possessed 
with scrapbooking! I'm a kit-freak, paper-addict, stampaholic, internet-surfing, chipboard-
crazed, stay-at-home mom to four of the funnest kids you'll ever meet! My amazing husband is 
100% supportive of me and is always willing to pretend to listen to my latest scrapbook-related 
ramblings about new products, techniques and designers that I am excited about. LOL!  
  
I love scrapbooking whenever I can and admittedly neglect my homemaking responsibilities 
more often than I should for the sake of my current project. My scrapping process is a little 
messy, but my designs tend to have clean lines and an eclectic style. My cute family is usually 
the subject of my pages. Lately I am trying to include more pages about myself as well. I 
primarily create 12 X 12 layouts but I also enjoy making cards and mini-books.  
  
I love several things about scrapbooking. I love that it celebrates family and life. My family is 
the most important thing to me, so naturally I love doing something that pays tribute to them. I 

love that scrapbooking satisfies me creatively. I love envisioning something, pondering the possibilities, and then seeing a 
project through to completion. I also love that scrapbooking satisfies me socially as well. I love that as scrapbookers 
we can talk, share ideas, share things about our families and just enjoy life. I can't imagine not having scrapbooking as a 
part of my daily life. I LOVE IT!  

 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/
http://www.backporchmemories.blogspot.com/


Photo Mojo 
{6x6 Mini Album} 

Danielle Calhoun 
 

The We R Memory Keepers papers in the Medley kit are just perfect for making a mini album!  To begin, I 
found some chipboard that I had received from a shipment of paper.  I cut the chipboard into 6x6 squares, and 
also cut the We R Memory Keepers papers into the squares as well.  Adhere the papers to your chipboard.  I 
also sanded and inked the edges of each page.  At this point, you can decorate your album with the papers and 
photos of your choice.  I used some 7-Gypsies metal rings (not included in the kit) to hold my album together.  
You can also use ribbon.  I'd love to see your mini albums, don't forget to post them in the gallery! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Easy Titles}�

Alissa Trowbridge 
 

Both the Solo and the Medley kits this month include a 
product I love for quick and easy titles. I’m talking about 
pre-made words! In this case, it’s the We R Memory 
Keepers Layered Chipboard Words. 
 
Why are pre-made words so fantastic for those of us 
looking to put a layout together fast? Well, they cut down 
the time it takes to cut out coordinating letters or even line 
up a sticker title. Plus, they give a page a pulled together 
look in a snap! 
 
You’ll see I used the We R Memory Keepers Words on 
the layout featured here. I challenged myself to see how 
quickly I could put this page together using one of the 
words in my kit. This page only took me 10 minutes from 
start to finish, and I used up some kit scraps! Plus, I was 
able to customize my title by adding the word “pretty” 
before the pre-made word “fun.” 
 

The next time you need a title in a hurry, or you just don’t want to take the time to make one yourself, turn to 
pre-made words. You’ll get a beautiful result in minutes, but it’ll look like you spent hours! 
 

Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 
Lisa Tilmon 

 
10 minutes! 
This layout uses one horizontal 5x7 photo. The photo is 
highlighted by strips of scalloped and patterned paper to 
create a giant photo corner. I also overlapped two journal 
cards to create a title block for the chipboard word and 
letter sticker combination. 
��

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 minutes! 
Five minutes isn’t long when you’re working with 
buttons and ribbon. But oh what a statement they make 
on this layout!  

 



Stamping Corner 
{Stamping with Tags} 

Audrey Tan 
 
Recently while in a stationery store, I spied a bunch of luggage tags in various sizes and couldn’t resist getting 
them. Tags are so versatile and coupled with stamping; they can be used in various ways to enhance the creative 
process. You can either buy pre-made ones or even cut them out using die cuts or trimmer. I’ve come up with a 
few ideas in which tags can be used in various projects! 
 
1) As a journaling spot 
 

I have seen many handcrafted tags sold on Etsy, 
and they have inspired me to create my own. By 
using Back Porch Memories stamp sets, I’ve 
come up with a few designs. Here are a few 
examples.  
 

You can either keep it simple or fill up the tag 
with stamped images. I will definitely use these 
as either accents or journaling spots in my pages.  
 
2) As a brag book 
 

I realized that I don’t actually 
possess any brag book of my 
boys so using 6 tags, I made 
one quickly. Armed with 6x6 
paper and a few 
embellishments, the entire 
book was assembled within an 
hour. In this project, stamping 
was added as an accent to the 

book. 
  
3) As a decorative feature 
 

As the walls in my craft room are a little bare, I 
decided to create something inspirational that I could 
hang on the wall. After playing with a few stamps on 
a tag, I added the tag to a base and a few stitches 
completed the design.  
 

This can be enclosed in a frame and you have a ready 
made décor. 
 
4) As a card 
 

Instead of the usual rectangular card size, try cutting it into a tag shape. It makes it a little bit more interesting. 
Here I applied stamping as an accent to the design of the card.  
 

So if you are ever stuck for ideas, have a play with tags. Stamping on them certainly create a new dimension to 
their uses.  

 
 



Fall Garland Project 
Tami Floyd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I decided to create little something to hang on my wall to decorate my home for the fall season.  It was rather 
simple to put together.  I hope you find the time to create one for yourself! 
 
Supplies: 
grapevine garland in desired length  wooden plaque (I got one on clearance at my local craft store.) 
Bazzill cardstock  brown pen 
hot glue sticks and gun  brown ink 
ribbon  Mod Podge 
raffia  foam brush 
family photo  wire 
alphabet for title  fall floral pick 
drill & bit  template for leaves 
pop dots   
 
1. Start by taking wooden plaque and drilling two holes on each end as 

shown.  Place a piece of wire through the holes with the open ends 
facing the backside.  Twist taunt near the holes, but leave the rest of 
the wire free so you are able to attach the plaque to the garland.   

       

2. Measure cardstock to cover the front and sides of the plaque.  Adhere 
 these pieces with Mod Podge.   Ink all edges. 
 

3. Either cut letters for the quote or use any other alphabet desired.  
Glue the quote/title on the plaque making sure to leave an area open 
for the photo on the left side.  Mod Podge the entire plaque two times.  Make sure the plaque is 
completely dry before handling. 

 

4. Mat your photo as desired and place pop dots on the back.  Then adhere to the plaque at a tilt.  Take a 
piece of raffia and tie around the top left corner. 

 

5. Take ribbon and intertwine within the grapevine garland. 
 

6. Now for the leaves, I was fortunate enough to be able to cut them with my digital cutter.  However, I 
have included a template for the leaves that I used.  I cut 24 leaves between the two sizes using different 
colored cardstock.  After I cut the leaves out, I inked the edges and drew in some veins.  Then, I applied 
Mod Podge to all leaves.   

 

7. Take two leaves and adhere to the top right corner of the plaque above the title as shown.   
 

8. Attach the plaque to the center of the garland by pulling the wire through the garland and then twisting 
the wire taunt to secure the plaque tightly to the garland. 

 

9. Hot glue the leaves in desired locations, but make sure to stand back once in a while so you know you 
are getting an asymmetrical look on both sides.   

 

10. Take pieces from your chosen floral picks and hot glue them where 
desired. 

 

11. Wrap pieces of raffia loosely around the garland. 
 

12. Voila!!  You have yourself a beautiful fall arrangement!! 



November Sketch 
{selected from www.pagemaps.com} 

 
                       

                                                                                                       Danielle Calhoun 

 
                                                  

Alissa Trowbridge             Lisa Tilmon           

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Check out the December stamp set – click here 
Coming in December’s kit: 

And much more…. 
 

See the December Sneak Peek now! - click here 
Available for individual order December 1st, shipping December 15th 

Autoship memberships beginning with the December kit are available now. 
 
 
 
 


