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I am writing to you this month from Fairbanks, Alaska – land of the midnight sun!  We are actually in the 
process of deciding whether or not to make the move here.  I would love to hear from any of you that live in the 
area. 
 
I hope you are enjoying all of the regular newsletter features:  Tina’s Inspirations, Jamie’s Layouts in 15 
minutes {or less}, Lisa’s Lazy Scrapper and the monthly sketches.  This month we added a new DT member, 
Danielle Calhoun.  Danielle’s monthly article will teach you how to use Photoshop Elements.  This month you 
will learn how to get rid of unwanted items in your photograph! 
 
Our goal this month, and every month, is to help you get more pages done in less time. 
 
Enjoy, 
Paula 
   

 
 

 
Getting to Know Alissa… 

�
1. Tell us a little about yourself, where you live,  your family and how long have 
you been scrapping. 
I'm married to my college sweetheart, Perry. It's hard to believe, but we've been 
together about 10 years now! My husband's job has required us to move multiple 
times in our almost five years of marriage. Yikes. Currently, we live in a Memphis, 
Tennessee suburb, but before that, we called Birmingham, Louisville and my 
hometown of Indianapolis "home." We hope to settle down here for a bit!  
 
I've always loved crafts, but I started scrapbooking in December 2000. I worked for a 
children's non-profit at the time and we needed a creative way to showcase what our 
organization did. I gathered a stack of photos that had been taken of the kids over the 
years, bought a bunch of kits at Wal-Mart and worked on the album a little each day 
at my desk (yes, I got to scrapbook at work!) It was a huge hit with our fundraising 
department and the kids alike. More than that, though, I was bit by the scrapbooking  
bug and I started to work on my own photos immediately.  
 

2.  What things in your scrap room make you smile?  
My scrap room itself makes me smile! This is the first house where I've had my own dedicated room for scrapbooking. It's 
a big bonus room over the garage and one of the reasons why I fell in love with our house! I'm still decorating and 
organizing in there, but I do smile every time I see the dry erase board I altered when I applied for the Polar Bear Press 
design team. It was my first ever altered project, and I love the way it came together! 
  
3.  What inspires you?  
I get inspired by so many different things. I'm usually most inspired by my photos and the stories behind them, but I also 
get inspired by sketches, fashion trends (especially color combinations), my scrapbook supplies themselves or scrappy 
magazines. My favorite scrapbooking magazine, "Scrapbooks Etc." by Better Homes and Gardens is a big source of 
inspiration for me. I also love challenges because they help me to stretch outside my comfort zone. Elsie Flannigan and I 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/


have completely different styles, but her book "52 Scrapbooking Challenges" is one of my favorites to pull out when I'm 
stumped. 
 
4.  What’s your creative process for scrapbook layo uts?  
I'm a very slow scrapper! I wish I could just whip out page after page, but more often than not, I agonize over every little 
detail. I usually start with the paper I want to work with first. Then I look through my photos and find the ones that work 
best with the papers. This means I scrap way out of order, but this really works for me! Next, I pull coordinating 
embellishments from my stash and then start playing with them and the paper on the floor. Once I've figured out my 
design, I sketch it on my dry erase board so I don't forget what it looks like. Then I go about putting it together, often 
walking away from it, coming back, changing something and walking away again before I glue it all down. 
 
5.  What is your favorite Snack?  
I don't eat in my scrap room, but I must have something (with a lid on it!) to sip while I scrap. If I'm scrapping in the 
morning, my drink of choice is a nice, hot cup of flavored coffee. Gloria Jean's "toasted almond" is my favorite! Later in the 
day, I usually switch to decaf iced tea or an occasional Diet Coke. I also love cinnamon gum. I have a hard time scrapping 
without chewing a piece! 
 
6.  What scrapbook tool could you not live without?  
I don't think I could live without my little pink Cutterbee scissors. I love how sharp the points are and how these scissors 
get into the smallest areas. I misplace them on my desk all the time and have even considered getting a second pair just 
for that reason! 
  
7.  What’s your favorite thing about scrapbooking?  
I have two favorite things about scrapbooking. First, I love that I'm preserving memories. A lot of people don't like to 
journal, but I love to write a bit about the photos themselves and how I felt or what was going on in them. I think when I'm 
90 years old, I'll be glad I wrote all this information down!  Second, scrapbooking is therapeutic for me. I love to get lost 
among my supplies and just create for as long as I can. Sometimes I get frustrated at the process if something doesn't 
turn out the way I envisioned. But, for the most part, I feel accomplished and relaxed after I complete a page. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Ad Inspiration 
Tina Albertson 

 
I really love this month’s ad inspiration!  
The possibilities are endless.  You can 
really take the design to so many different 
levels. 
 
I wanted my layout to focus on the large 
flower design.  Instead of using pictures for 
the petals I cut petals from all the sheets of 
patterned paper found in the solo kit.  I 
kept the picture placement the same as the 
ad.  The balance on the ad was carried over 
to my layout as well.  I hope you have as 
much fun with this one as I did! 

 
 
 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 
Jamie Gavin 

 
For the 10 and 15 minute layouts this month, I 
switched it up a bit and used only one 5x7 photo.  
Another change is that I printed my photo onto 
cardstock instead of photo paper.  As usual, most 
everything on these projects can be found in the kits (I 
used the Solo Kit.) with the exception of things that 
we all have in our stash—ink, etc.  Have fun! 
  
10 minutes! 
The 10 minute layout is very simple.  First cut a piece 
of the Worn Stripes Paper to approximately 8.5x12.  
Cut the Sophia Bold Floral to about 5.5x9.5.  Ink the 
edges of both.  Take your 5x7 photo and mat it onto 
the green cardstock and ink the edges.  Take the 
Ribbon from the kit and layer it across the two 
patterned papers almost in the middle.  Add the 
“Happy” embellishment from the kit and attach with 
the Cha Ching Brads.  For a little added fun, you will 
notice that I used one of Rhonna Farrar's brushes on 
the photo (right bottom corner) before I printed it. 

�

  
 
15 minutes! 
The 15 minute layout is just that—quick—taking the 
design from the 10 minute layout, moving things a 
little, and adding more product.  I added a 1.5x4 
green cardstock piece as well as a 1.5x5.5 (polka dot) 
piece of paper to the top of the layout to make more 
layers.  I also took a piece of the polka dot paper 
measuring about 1.5x1, tearing the left edge, and 
layered it on top of the Sophia Bold.  I inked the 
edges of all the added papers.  I then took a scrap 
piece from one of the papers in the kit and cut it to fit 
inside the Mini Lunch Bag, added journaling, and 
attached at an angle to the bottom right of the photo.  
Add the title, and you are done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have fun and remember come show us your work in the gallery at BPM.  We would love to see what you all are 
creating with these kits. 

 
 
 



Photo Mojo 
{Organizing Photos} 

Chara Ralston 
  

When you first get your photos back, weed through them and throw out any that you don't really like. This 
will cut down on the amount of organizing and labeling you'll have to do later. 

After discarding the unwanted photos, organize them by year. Store in large envelopes marked by year, and 
when you go back to organize past vacations, you'll be able to find all the photos easily and quickly.  

Don't overload yourself with such a large project right away. Work your way back through the years. Start 
with more recent photos first, and whenever you have extra time, start organizing other photos from past 
years. 

Whenever you find an unlabeled photo, label it. Even if you are not going to put it into a book, label it to the 
best of your memory. Make sure to use an acid-free photo-safe pencil or pen (available at photo processors 
and art-supply stores.).  

If you don't have time to immediately label each photo, label the outside of the envelope with the date and 
events that are on the photos inside.  

Photos don't have to be organized in chronological order. It is only one of the logical ways you can do it. 
Consider categorizing photos by event, such as holidays or parties, or do it by person--an album for each 
child in your family.  

Separate the negatives from the photos. Place them in envelopes, and label the outside with date and subject. 
You could even write on them where the photos can be found for quick reference.  

Store negatives or burned cd's in a fire-safe box. If something happens to the actual photos, at least the 
negatives and cd's will stay safe.  

If you automatically order extra prints for relatives when developing your film, set up a system to get them 
to her before the baby in the photo is ready for college. Try pre-addressing photo-mailing envelopes so that 
when you pick them up, you can send them out at the same time.  

Actual photo organizer boxes are perfect to keep everything together. They are easy to find and fairly 
inexpensive---PROTECT YOUR PHOTOS!!!! 

�

 
�
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Coaster Mini Album 

Tami Floyd 
 

I came across this cute little idea and had to recreate one for myself.  So I set out to one of my favorite 
restaurants and while I was there, I made sure to gather plenty of their drink coasters.  With plenty of these in 
hand, I set out to make a little gift for my niece who had just celebrated her First Communion.  This is a very 
simple and easy project I hope you enjoy! 



Supplies used: 
coasters     patterned paper 
Mod Podge (or any other type of glue) embellishments of choice 
foam brush     wallet-sized photos 
corner rounder     ring 
ink      ribbon 
 
1. Pick the photos you would like to use, so you can determine how many coasters you will need.  Cut your  

piece of desired paper to the size of the coaster.  My coaster was 3 ½ x 3 ½.  I then had to round the corners 
with a small corner rounder.  

 
 2. Starting with the front, apply the Mod Podge on both the coaster and the back of your paper.  Firmly press 

and make sure paper is aligned evenly on coaster.  Run your hand over the paper to make sure there is a 
smooth with no bubbles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Decorate the front of your album.  I used stamps for the title along with some glitter glue and a hand-cut felt 

heart that I embellished by stitching and adding a flower along with a button.   
 
4. From this point on, you will do the same as above, apply your chosen glue on both the coaster and paper.  

Decorate each side with photos or quotes and embellish how you like making sure that no important photo 
or embellishment will be in the way of the hole you will need to punch. 

 
5. When all of the coaster pages have been created, you then will punch a hole in the top left corner.  Align 

each coaster with the previous and punch holes accordingly.   
 
6. Take the ring and slide it through all of the coasters making sure you have them in order. 
 
7. Decorate the ring with ribbons of your choice. 
 
Finished project: 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Lazy Scrapper 

{No Cutting} �
Lisa Tilmon 

�
Do you love the look of layered patterned paper? Which 
is your favorite design—stripes, polka dots, or florals? 
Now with two daughters, I tend to use more than my 
fair share of polka dots and florals. And although I love 
to mix patterned papers and cut different blocks to layer 
for a coordinated layout, there are plenty of days when 
the “lazy scrapper” in me simply doesn’t want to 
measure or cut a single piece of patterned paper. No 
worries. Using extra embellishments can provide the 
layers intended by additional pieces of patterned paper. 
�   Check out this simple layout.  I used a strip of ribbon 
and several chipboard sentiments with a flower and brad 
combo to create borders between my photos and my 
background patterned paper. Can you believe this layout 
required absolutely no cutting? 
 
 
 



May Sketch 
{selected from www.pagemaps.com} 

 
                       Jacquie Veach 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                               Tina Albertson                                                                      Alissa Trowbridge 

 
                     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  



Danielle Calhoun             Jamie Gavin           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Quick Gift Card Set 
Jacquie Veach 

 
 

I enjoy making and sending homemade cards.  My mother-in-law enjoys sending cards and is always 
complimenting me on the cards I make for her.  I decided to make a quick gift set of cards for her birthday.  I 
basically used the scraps from the Solo Kit to make these 4 greeting cards.  Lastly, to wrap them up as a nice 
gift, I made the stationary box to hold them.  It took me about an hour to make the cards and the stationary box. 
 
Here are the instructions: 
 
Materials: 
May Solo Kit 
 - 1 Sheet of 12X12 Bazzill cardstock - Quicksand 
 - Imaginisce Cha Ching Brads 
 - Creative Imaginations Antique Chipboard 
 - various scraps of Bo Bunny patterned paper 
 
My stash: 
 - 4 blank cards standard size (5 ½ X 4 ¼ ) with  
matching envelopes  
 - buttons 
 - flower punch 
 - corner rounder 

Figure 1 

2 ¾ X 
 3 ¾   

2 ¾ X 
 3 ¾   

2 ¾ X 
 3 ½   
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 3 ½   



 - metal ruler 
 - sentiment stamps 
 - ribbon 
 - string from last months kit 
 - scallop scissors 
 - 2 large eyelets 
 - small circle punch 
 - Hole punch 
 
Begin by making the 4 greeting cards.  See figure 2. Basically, I added a strip of patterned paper (or two) with a 
ribbon, flower and sentiment to each card.  I used pop dots to give the cards dimension.  On one card I punched 
4 squares of different patterned paper, corner rounded all the corners and place that in a block on the card. 
 
To make the stationery box, start with the single sheet of 12x12 Bazzill cardstock.  Next, cut out the corners of 
the cardstock using the size dimensions in Figure 1.  Use your corner rounder on all the corners.   
 
With the cardstock right side on the table, use your metal ruler to score a fold line along all the 4 inside edges.  
Score another fold line ½ inch from the first line.  Fold the box with the sides in first, then bottom (½ inch 
smaller).  Punch 4 small circles in red cardstock. Glue two each together and punch a hole in the center of each.  
In the middle of the top flap of the box about ½ inch from the edge, place the circle and adhere with large 
eyelet.  Position the one on the lower flap in the center about 1 inch from the bottom.  Tie string around top 
eyelet and secure.  Decorate the outside of your stationery box.  See Figure 3.   
 
Place cards and envelopes inside.  See Figure 4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Photoshop Elements 5.0 Tutorial #1 
{Removing Unwanted Elements from your Photos} 

Danielle Calhoun 
 

--To begin, choose a photo that you would like to 
work on, and open it in Photoshop Elements. 

--Be sure that you are in full edit. (There are full 
edit and quick fix tabs on the upper left hand side 
of your screen) 

--Click on the “Clone Stamp” tool on the left 
hand side of your screen. (It looks like a stamp) 

--If you scroll over your photo, you should see a 
circle. 

--Choose the item on your photo that you would 
like to remove, and roll your mouse over it.  

--You will probably need to change the size of 
your circle to cover the entire subject you want to 
remove. (the size is at the top of your screen on 
the toolbar) 

--In my example, I used the size of 493 px. 

--Find an area of your photo that matches the area 
you want to remove. (In my example, I have the 
ocean, so I chose another area of the ocean I 
wanted to use). 

 

--Roll your mouse over the “good” area, hold down the “Alt” key, and click on your mouse. You have now 
copied the good area from your photo. 

--Roll your mouse back over the area you want to remove, and click on your mouse. You may have to click a 
few times to achieve your desired look.  

You can see in example 1, this is my photo before any changes were made.  

Example 2 shows my finished photo, after the changes were made.  

Have fun with your photo editing, and be sure to ask any questions in the forum under “camera review”.  

 

 



 
 
 

Check out the June stamp set – click here 
Coming in June’s kit: 
Paper Salon - Rugged 
Crate Paper - Brunch 

Lil Davis – Endless Summer 
KI Memories - Surprise 

Heidi Swapp 
Layout instructions 
And much more…. 

 
See the June Sneak Peek now! - click here 
Available for individual order June 1st, shipping June 15th 

Autoship memberships beginning with the June kit are available now. 
 
 
 


