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Happy New Year!   
 
Are you ready for the new year?  I always have lots of resolutions for the new year!  Most of us scrappers want 
to get organized, get more pages made, and use up our supplies.  So, this year we are changing the focus of the 
newsletter to help you get MORE done with LESS effort!  There will be some new articles and new faces along 
with some of the usual columns you have come to expect.  My goal is to provide you not only the supplies but 
also the tools you need to get your pages done.  Join us on the message board for even more ideas to complete 
your albums and projects. 
 
The monthly embellishment kits are going on autoship, beginning in March!  There will be two embellishment 
options one for the Solo and one for the Medley.  These add-on kits will be $10 each per month.  Sign up right 
away to make sure you get one for March, quantities are limited. 
 
Paula 
   

 
 

 
Getting to Know Jamie… 

�
1. Tell us a little about yourself, where you live,  
your family and how long have you been 
scrapping.  
I have lived in Washington State for my entire life.  I 
have 2 beautiful daughters Sydnee who is 6 and 
Kynadee who will turn 5 in March.  I have been 
married to my husband Jerod for 8 years he is 
currently attending the Police Academy and will be a 
police officer in our community once he is done.  I 
have been scrapping for over 10 years but only about 
the last 5 years have I really gotten serious about it.  I 
will always Scrapbook. 
  
2.  What kind of camera do you use and do you 
have any tips?  
I use a Sony Camera, shopping though for a new one.  
I have had my current one for some time and ready to 
step up and get one with all the bells and whistles, this 
one has been great for me so far but I am ready now 
to move up.   
  
3.  Who inspires you?  
Oh geez so many but to name only a few I would say,                    
Danielle Thompson, Elsi, Ali Edwards, and Jamie 
Harper is amazing... 

  
 
 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/
http://www.backporchmemories.com/autoship.htm


 
 
 
4.  Tell us something that most people might not kn ow about you.  
Well, nothing too exciting really.  One would be that I love hip hop music, lol.  I hate people touching my feet and I refuse 
to swim anywhere I can not see the bottom. 
  
5.  What is your favorite Snack?  
Oh Jelly Belly's for sure, although when I scrapbook I love to munch on Red Hots... 
  
6.  Where do you get your inspiration?  
I love to look through home interior magazines, graphic design books also are a great inspiration for me 
  
7.  Sit or stand?  
For me, I do most of my creating while standing, I do however have a stool that sits beside my scrap table but for the most 
part I stand. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Getting Organized for the New Year 
Jennifer Steff 

 
I was watching a morning show about Organizing your wardrobe for the New Year.  The entire segment could 
just as easily have been about organizing your scrapbook supplies.  The first thing is to go through all your 
supplies and figure out what you use the most & what you've not touched in the past 6 months or more.  Make a 
box to donate, for the supplies that you know you will never use.  If your not sure about something, lay it out 
and ask yourself if you think you might use it on one of your next 6 layouts.  In the wardrobe segment, they 
tried on all the outfits that they were not sure about donating, to see if they changed their mind once they saw it 
on. With your supplies, if your unsure about getting rid of something, try keeping a basket on your work table 
and challenge yourself to try using one thing on every layout you do for the next 6 weeks...if you don't use 
anything, then it's time to donate it!  The next thing they did is to organize the closet before putting the clothes 
back in.  Make piles of all your supplies and organize like things together, and also keep things together 
that you grab for every time you scrapbook.  I have many baskets and containers that I've collected, so I can 
easily organize everything back into their organized spaces.  If you need storage, an inexpensive and very handy 
container is a clear shoe box!  These are wonderful because they can be stored in small spaces and they are 
clear, so you can easily see your supplies at a glance.  Now is the time to take notes about what supplies you 
have and things you might like to stock up on.  In the segment, this step was to ensure that you didn't "impulse" 
buy things that you don't really need.  It's a great idea to jot down the colors you use most, notes about your 
personal style and even pictures out of magazines or layouts that grab your eye.  Keep all these ideas in 
your notebook and when you go shopping, you can look for things that you know will be used and isn't just a 
fad.  I was very inspired by the segment I saw & I hope that I've given you some inspiration to get better 
organized with your supplies for the New Year! 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 
Jamie Gavin 

 
We have all said it at one time or another, ok so I have the kit now to just find the time to do something with it.  
Starting with this newsletter and in each thereafter, I will show you just what you can do with those kits in a 
very short amount of time.  Everything that I include in my projects will be within a kit with the exception of 
maybe ribbon, ink, things that most scrappers have on hand. 
  
I am going to show you 2 layouts that are the same but different.   
  

 
 
 

                     10 minutes! 
This first layout takes approximately 10 minutes 
to complete. Cut the patterned paper, mount your 
photos onto cardstock, then on the patterned 
paper.  Cut 2 squares then cut them on the 
diagonal to make the corners. Ink the edges if you 
wish, add the title and you are done! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 minutes! 
Using the same basic supplies but adding a little 
more from the kit, a little more patterned paper, 
some ribbon from my stash, a few embellishments, 
additional cardstock some hidden journaling a little 
doodling and you have a quick lo that looks like it 
took 30 minutes when in reality it took about 15. 
  
You can add even more it just depends on what 
you want to do.  But this is a quick and easy way 
to get some projects done in a very short period of 
time. 
  
So get out those kits and get to scrapping..... 
 
Watch for this column in every upcoming 
newsletter. 
  
 
 



10 Journaling Prompts 
Chara Ralston 

  
Need inspiration? Need a jump start? Here are some prompts to get the creativity flowing for better 
journaling..... 
  
 1. Look at the products available. Rub-ons, stamps and stickers have lots of sentiments for you to lift. 
 2.  Write about the everyday events happening in your day to day routine. 
 3.  What current world events are happening that you can look back on later and relate to your layouts? 
 4.  Use messages, love notes and e-mails for instant journaling. 
 5.  Ask others and get their perspectives and opinions on your subject matter. Kids are great! 
 6.  Write about your feelings at the moment. 
 7. Take your photos and immediately write down the first 5 things that pop into your head as you view them. 
 8.  Get inspiration from your subjects' personal belongings. ex. purse, room or backpack 
 9.  What is your subject wearing? 
 10.  What facial expressions and feelings is your subject portraying?   

 
�

�
�
�

 
Finding Inspiration 

by Tami Floyd 
 
I look for inspiration in many different places:  online galleries, magazines of all kinds, and now one of my 
favorites has become blogs.  There are manufacturer and personal blogs out there that give daily inspiration 
through sketches, journaling prompts, or even layouts and projects.  You name it, you can find it!  I thought I’d 
share with you many of my favorites and hopefully they will inspire you to scrap away! 
 
http://www.pencillines.com/ 
http://memoryvilla.com/blog/ 
http://daringcardmakers.blogspot.com/ 
http://designerdiaries.blogspot.com/ 
http://melnunn.typepad.com/welcome_to_my_life/ 
http://patternedpaperprincess.typepad.com/patterned_paper_princess/ 
http://www.paperfantastic.typepad.com/ 
http://www.smallscraps.com/project.htm 
http://journalersjunction.typepad.com/journalers_junction/ 
http://www.carolejansons.blogspot.com/ 
http://prima.typepad.com/prima/ 
http://www.scrapwitch.com.au/community/mediagallery/album.php?aid=202&page=1 
http://scrapability.squarespace.com/creativity/ 
http://www.scraproomblueprints.com/index.html 
http://papersalon.typepad.com/ 
http://everyoneisspeshal.blogspot.com/ 
http://scrapedge.blogspot.com/ 
http://tammymitchell.typepad.com/life_in_pictures/ 
http://scrapbooklayouts.blogspot.com/ 
http://scrappingthescraps.blogspot.com/ 
��



January Sketch (taken from www.pagemaps.com) 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               Kathy Carr                                                                              Tina Albertson 

 

                     
 



 
Jennifer Steff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                 Kara Henry              Jacquie Veach 

 
 
 



 
Use your Stash!   Altered items 

Michelle O’Keefe 
 
This month I’d like to show you an altered basket I made to hold some scrapping gifts over the holiday.  The 
original idea for this came from my friend Karen Burniston (designer for Creative Imaginations and Rusty 
Pickle).  Karen showed a basket she made on her BLOG and I’ve adapted it by adding some additional 
weaving.  If you want a good laugh, you need to check out Karen’s BLOG at 
http://karenburniston.typepad.com/i_am_not_lefthanded/    Karen is not only talented and smart, she is very 
funny.   
 
You can use up a variety of scrapping paper leftovers making a basket like this.  The basket is a simple wire 
basket from the Dollar Tree store.  I’ve made this basket in the round shape (see the pink one) and the rectangle 
shape which is the Daisy D paper.  I’m keeping the Daisy D one for myself to hold my scrapping embellishment 
and ribbon leftovers so I can use them up and not forget about those leftovers. 
 

The basket is very easy.  If you can weave in and out, you 
can do this.  You cut strips of paper slightly wider at one 
end and weave them in and out through the wire openings.  
Use double-sided paper if you want or use 2 strips back to 
back for each weave like I did.  Then your inside will be as 
pretty as the outside.  To keep it all together glue using 
your glue gun at the top and bottom.  You’ll see I’ve end 
woven the bottom of the rectangle basket as well (call me 
crazy – but it looks very cool !)  On the round one you have 
to cut a circle shape to cover the bottom.  Once all of the 
weaving is done, dress it up with ribbon on the top & 
bottom edges and on the handle, too.  Add some pretty silk 
flowers and you have a really pretty basket!   I think I 
might make some for my bathroom to hold some pretty 
soaps and hand towels as well.  Not only that, it is a get 
way to use up some papers you have that are older and you 
might not scrap with.  Enjoy! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Motivational Tips 
Tina Albertson 

 
Do you find yourself in a rut?  Or maybe that scrapbook “mojo” sometimes gets lost?  I have compiled a list of some 
simple “jump starts” to creativity.  The next time you find yourself struggling with a layout, refer to these: 
 
Use patterned paper from 3 different manufacturers on your layout 
Try a new technique-sewing, doodling, paper tearing 
Use cardstock only 
Scraplift a layout from one of your favorite artists 
Scraplift yourself!!! 
Flip through a home décor magazine, using an ad or an eye-catching color scheme 
Scrap a favorite family tradition or recipe 
Scrap a layout featuring an “object” rather than a person 
Use some lines from a favorite song for your journaling and/or title 
Dig out an old tool and use it again 
Use fabric or felt on a page 
Do an “All About Me” page 
Pull out the deco scissors again…you will love the look! 
Scrap a current event 
Pull out an older layout and re-do it (yes, you can do this!) 
Use non-traditional colors on a themed layout 
Make a mini-album 
Make a card for a loved one 
Try digital scrapbooking 
Mix black and white photos with colored ones 
Alter something 
Make a monochromatic layout 
Follow a sketch 
Join an on-line forum and participate in some challenges 
Try doing a layout using no pictures at all 
Journal from your child’s perspective 
Journal on top of a photo 
Use stars on a girl layout and flowers on a boy layout 
Clean your scrappy space!!! 
Check out on-line galleries for lots of inspiration and ideas! 
 

 
 

Altered Rolodex�Cards�

Kathy Carr 
�
What is an altered rolodex card?  Well that depends.  
 
When it comes to altered rolodex cards for scrapbookers they usually are used for 
tracking information similar to how business people use them - however, the 
information is a bit different.   The cards are artistically decorated on the front, 
usually with a photo and contain useful information on the back such as address, 
telephone, email, blog link, or birthday. 
 
The cards can stored on a regular office rolodex file with altered title tabs for each 
letter of the alphabet.   They can also be stored in a box (altered of course) or in a 
binder using clear baseball card holders.   
 



Here’s the file I started about a year ago and I have participated in several altered rolodex (information cards 
and the alphabet tabs) and altered quote swaps.   There are various types of holders but I am partial to the one 
that spins!!  
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1.   Look for the Sign-Up Thread for the Altered Rolodex Swap on the 
message board. 
 
2.  We will use the 2-1/4” x 4” Rolodex/Rotary card size.  This is the 
smaller of the two available sizes and can be found at any office supply 
store.   Or you can make your own using the template that will be posted 
with the swap information.    

 
3.  Decorate the front of the Rolodex card in a horizontal/landscape format.  
Feel free to add “danglies” and “bling” to your�����
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You need to Scrap this - Top Ten List 
Michelle O’Keefe 

 
10. Your messy scrap area after you’ve created 
9. Photos that are not so complementary, you’ll look that much more gorgeous in the good ones 
8. Breakfast – preparing, eating, hectic mornings. In fact, anyone cooking or baking cookies is great. 
7. Your garden and other things outside of your home 
6. People eating – what they like, even better the faces they make eating things they don’t like 
5. Street signs, especially ones that are a little funny 
4. Anyone old in your family and the things they say & do.  It sure is a different perspective. 
3. Your quirks, anyone’s quirks 
2. The funny side of life 
And the number 1 thing you need to scrap is  
1.  Your significant other’s face when he is upset with you (get a side profile, that is a fun shot). 

 
 
 
 

Let’s Learn Photoshop 
Kara Henry 

 
I’ve noticed a lot of times when I take photos, things are more evident in photographs. For instance, in my 
family, we have a tendency for bags under our eyes that are distracting in photographs. There are pretty simple 
ways to touch these up. Make sure that you keep the photo natural looking. 
 

First, open your file.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then duplicate your layer, 
by clicking and dragging 
your layout to the duplicate 
layer button in your layer 
palette. We will work on 
the second layout to 
preserve the original 
photograph 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Next, click on the zoom tool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click and drag on your photo to enlarge the part you 
want to work on. Make sure your second layer is 
selected in your layers palette. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Select your healing patch tool from the tools palette. It looks like this:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Make a selection of what you want to correct.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Then click and drag to an area of skin that is smooth and blemish 
free, usually the forehead or cheek. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deselect the area by hitting CRTL+D on your keyboard. Make any 
other corrections to wrinkles or under-eye circles. The corrected 
portions will look a little fake, but we’ll correct that in our next step. 
In your layers palette, slide the opacity on your second layer down 
until your corrections look natural. 
  
Hit CTRL+E to flatten the layers. Using the same method, correct any 
blemishes, but on the original layer, since you don’t want any of these 
to show through. I generally leave scars and moles, just because they 
are a part of the person and we’re not looking for perfection. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
This is what the finished photo looks like: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Check out the February stamp set – click here 
Coming in February’s kit: 

We R Memory Keepers - Homemade 
Mustard Moon – Harvest Moon 1 & 2 

Piggy Tales – Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
We R Memory Keepers - Peasant 

Scenic Route 
7 Gypsies 

Layout instructions 
And much more…. 

See the February Sneak Peek now! - click here 
Available for individual order February 1st, shipping February 15th 

Autoship memberships beginning with the February kit are available now. 


