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Can you believe another month has come and gone?  Spring is just around the corner for many of you, and 
winter is really gearing up for others!  I was snowed in for a couple of days this past month. 
 
There are a lot of exciting things going on here at Back Porch Memories:  Lisa Tilmon has joined the Design 
Team as the Design Team Coordinator and Altered Project Director.  Yep, that means altered projects are on the 
horizon.  The first project will make its appearance next week with the March kits, and will be a great project 
for Easter.  We are working on something that would make a FABULOUS Mother’s Day gift for the April 
project. 
 
If you love extra embellishments (and who doesn’t?), take a look at the new embellishment kits made to 
enhance your Solo or your Medley.  And they are available for Autoship, too! 
 
We have lots of ideas for you in this months’ newsletter to help you use your kit.  So, settle in with your 
favorite hot drink and get scrapping! 
 
Paula 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Getting to Know Lisa… 
�
�

1. Tell us a little about yourself, where you live,  your family and how long 
have you been scrapping.  
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2.  What things in your scraproom make you smile?  
I absolutely love my furniture!!  Seriously, my husband handcrafted every piece to 
my exact specifications.  He’s a definite keeper.  ;)  I also adore the red totes that 
organize all of my scrappy supplies.  And then there’s my favorite photo of our girls 
and the framed pic of me and my sisters.  Smiles all around in my scrappy space!! 
  
 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/


3.  Who inspires you?  
Stacy Julian has a contagious energy and a grounded heart.  Janna Wilson has a funky style that makes me smile when I 
scrap with her designs.  And there are tons of online girlies that inspire me each and every day—too many to name each 
one. 
  
4.  What’s your creative process for scrapbook layo uts?  
I start with journaling a moment…sometimes that include a specific photo and other times it does not.  I build my title and 
design around the photos that best represent the theme of the journaling.  And then I dig through my stash of supplies for 
the perfect match. 
  
5.  What is your favorite Snack?  
Well, I cannot scrap without my Sonic water with lemon and extra ice.  But as far as something to munch on, I usually go 
with Mike & Ike. 
  
6.  What scrapbook tool could you not live without?  
When I’m altering, I simply cannot live without my little adhesive remover square from Xyron.  I can’t begin to tell you how 
many projects that thing has saved.   
  
7.  What’s your favorite thing about scrapbooking?  
To see my girls pull out the scrapbooks and flip through the pages of their lives.  That’s when I know I’m leaving a legacy 
for the ages. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Organization Station 
{Staying Organized While Working on a Layout} 

Jennifer Steff 
 
Although I'm obsessed with being organized, I admit that it looks like a tornado ripped though my studio when I'm in the 
middle of a layout.  It just never fails…I get so involved in the design process that I pay no attention to where I'm throwing 
my tools, embellishments, and scraps of paper.  Of course, there is a simple solution.  I could immediately return 
everything to its home as I finish using it.  But that would totally cut into my creativity if I had to stop and think about 
putting everything back.  So a more realistic solution for me is sub-organizing.  This could involve simply using a basket to 
throw the mess into while working, and then when you’re finished with the layout everything can be emptied from the 
basket and placed where it belongs.  Paper scraps are another problem all together and require a separate solution. I like 
to keep a memorabilia pocket or file folder on my scrap table.  I put all of my paper scraps into the folder as I work, and 
this folder also holds all of my leftover sheets that I pulled but didn’t use.  This folder system allows me to put my papers 
away all at once.  Regardless of whether you have an entire room dedicated to scrapbooking, or share a space with 
another major room in the home, the most important key to keeping your work space organized is to return supplies to 
their assigned home on a regular basis.  Even if you only spend 5 minutes each day putting things back in place after a 
layout, you will easily keep the clutter down to a minimum.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 
Jamie Gavin 

 
Kits, kits, and more kits!  With each newsletter, I will show you just what you can do with those kits in a very 
short amount of time.  The items I include in my projects will be within one BPM kit…with the exception of 
maybe ribbon, ink, or other small things that most scrappers have in their stash. 

 
 

                     10 minutes! 
This first layout takes approximately 10 minutes 
to complete.  Cut two curves for journaling.  Cut 
the patterned paper circle in half, mount your 
photos onto cardstock, then on the patterned 
paper.  Cover the chipboard and add rubons for 
your title.  You’re done! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 minutes! 
You will notice I switched it up a little on this 
layout, I turned the half cut circle paper and 
decided to stack my photos one on top of the 
other.  I left the journaling the same, but added a 
few more pieces of patterned paper from the kit, 
some ribbon and more chipboard..... 
 
You can add even more…it just depends on what 
you want to do.  But this is a quick and easy way 
to get some projects done in a very short period 
of time. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So get out those kits and have fun!  I hope you get lots of projects completed with your kit… 
Watch for this column in every upcoming newsletter. 



Question Yourself First… 
Chara Ralston 

  

Whether you are attending a crop or just scrapping at home, ask yourself some questions to make the most of 
your time and experience.  

WHO will be at the crop? Friends you are going to scrap with? Not only is it fun to socialize and get opinions 
but you can also cut down on what supplies you will need to bring or have available 

WHAT  projects or kits do you have waiting for your attention? Have a plan of what you will be doing. I always 
like to use my kits first because I know they will have all the new goodies that I will feel inspired by. Save 
yourself time by only packing what you know you will need and use.  

WHERE do get the most done? Your time is valuable and you want to make the most of it. Figure out exactly 
where you get the most done. Maybe crops are too overwhelming or scrapping with friends is just too much 
socializing……pick a place and environment where you feel you produce the most results. 

WHEN are you the most productive? Stick to a time that will work for you and achieve the results in your 
projects that you want to see. I tend to be creative at night but have scrappy friends that won’t scrapbook after 
noon.  

WHY  do you scrapbook? Is this your creative outlet? It helps to remind yourself each time you have 
continuously made excuses as to why you can’t scrap today. I need all the motivation I can get! I tear out pages 
and stick them in a folder, have a sketch notebook, surf online galleries for inspiration…….take all you can 
get!   

 
Scalloped Borders 

Tami Floyd 
 

By now you’ve all seen this wonderfully popular edge showcasing itself on many a 
layout.  The scalloped edge has become a popular staple to layouts adding just the 
right touch.  I personally love the look of it.  There are many ways to obtain the 
scalloped edge.  The easiest would be to have a cutter with a blade that would cut the 
edge perfectly.  I own a Carl Rotary cutter and just purchased a scalloped edge blade.  
The scallop is a bit small, but is still pretty nonetheless.  You could also trace coins or 
small jars along the edge and then hand-cut.     
 
Resorting to using the new lines of Bazzill scalloped cardstock is one of my favorite 
ways to obtain the scalloped edge.  Even though Bazzill has already done the work for 
us by providing a cardstock already trimmed with the scalloped edge, unfortunately it 
is only produced in limited colors.  Therefore, I use it as a stencil for tracing the 
papers that I need for a layout.  I have produced many a fine scallop this way. 
 

 
 
You can also use your Basic Grey notch tool if you own one.  You achieve a 
medium-sized scalloped edge by using the half moon blade.  This way is very 
time consuming, but once again produces a nice look. 



 
 
 
Just recently, though, I have discovered that you can use a corner rounder to 
achieve the look of a scalloped edge.  I purchased my two corner rounders 
inexpensively at Joann’s.  They both came with an edge around them that you 
remove to make the scalloped edge.  The yellow one shows the edge removed.  
You then flip the rounder over and cut along the edge of your paper carefully 
lining up each punch.   
 
However you decide to achieve this look, just give it go.  You’ll love the end 
result!   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The Lazy Scrapper 

{Save Time on Scallops}�
Lisa Tilmon 

�
 
 
 
Do you love the Bazzill scallop cardstock? 
Which is your favorite shape—flowers, hearts, 
circles or squares? My personal favorite is 
circles! I know Tami showed us some great 
ways to get a scalloped edge, but the lazy 
scrapper in me wishes that I could get a scallop 
circle in every color of Bazzill. Seriously!! 
That’s too much work for me because hobby 
blades are not my friend, and I don’t own any 
of those tools. So—for the lazy scrapper in all 
of us—this is how you can save time and still 
get the scallops…punch several circles, cut 
them in half, and layer under your shape.  
Check out the scallops in my layout… 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February Sketch 
 
             {taken from www.pagemaps.com}                                                      Chara Ralston 
 

 
  
 
                              
                             Jennifer Steff                                                                            Tina Albertson 

 
                                 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


 
Ad Inspiration 

Tina Albertson 
 
You see ads everywhere—on TV, in the newspaper, or in magazines.  Have you ever thought of using one as an 
inspiration for a layout?  I found this ad in one of my Parenting magazines and a layout immediately started to 
take form in my mind. 
 

I took the 4 square clusters on 
the right and imitated them in 
my layout…using 4 square 
pictures.  Instead of one large 
photo, I used a 4 x 6 photo.  I 
made a large title with smaller 
type beneath just as the ad 
did.  There are 2 pictures of 
diaper packages in the lower 
right hand corner, which I 
replaced with 2 metal eyelets.  
I also stacked one on top of 
the other instead of placing 
them side by side. 
 
 

 
 

 
Altered Matchbook Album 

Jacquie Veach 
 
I made this little matchbook for a girls’ weekend excursion that I went on several years ago.  It's a great way to 
showcase a single event or a small number of pictures.  I wanted it to be simple with minimal journaling and not 
a whole lot of trimming of my photos.  I have 5 pages in the book with 10 pictures…plus I put an extra picture 
in the back.  This was a quick and easy project to make.  

 
Materials:  
circle punch  
stapler  
journaling pen  
1 sheet of double sided 12X12 patterned paper  
1 sheet of 12X12 coordinating cardstock  
embellishments (from the kit: ribbon, tags, flower and bookplate)  
10 photos trimmed to 3 1/4 x 5 1/2 or 
smaller  
1 pop dot (for cover)  

 
Instructions:  
1.  Trim the patterned paper down the middle so you have a 6" X 12" piece of 
paper  
 

2.  Holding the patterned paper lengthwise, mark 3 3/4" from the top, mark  



another 3/8" from that, then 4 1/4" from that.  Score each of those three folds.  I 
inked all my edges too.  
 

3.  The last fold will fold the opposite way, 3/4".  Trim any extra.  See figure 1.  
Set aside.  
 

4.  Next cut the inside pages using the sheet of coordinating cardstock.  I 
included 5 pages in my book.  So, I cut 5 pieces of cardstock 5 1/2" by 4".  
 

5.  Next, I stacked my 5 pieces of cardstock page on top of each other and tucked 
them inside the matchbook...don't staple yet.  Then, holding them tightly down, 
fold them down toward the front as if you were opening the pages.  This will help to "mark" where you should 
end your photos when placing them on the inside pages.  
 

6.  You are now ready to assemble the pictures in your book.  To make it a 
little more interesting and provide a place for me to journal on each page, I 
used a circle punch and punched either an entire hole in the picture or just 
half and included journaling there.  Adhere all photos to the pages on both 
sides of the cardstock.  See figure 2.  
 

7.  Stack your completed pages together and carefully staple the book 
together on the bottom 6/8" fold like a matchbook.  I stapled twice in 3 
columns.  
 

8.  You can also add an additional journaling block on the inside top of 
your matchbook.  I stamped "Best Friends".  

 

9.  Now, the best part...decorate your cover!  I used pop dots under my flower to give it some dimension.  
ENJOY :) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out the March stamp set – click here 
Coming in March’s kit: 
Scenic Route - Lauren 
Basic Grey - Phoebe 

Treehouse Memories – Colette’s Creamery 
Scenic Route - Metropolis 

Imaginisce 
Cloud 9 

Layout instructions 
And much more…. 

 
See the March Sneak Peek now! - click here 

Available for individual order March 1st, shipping March 15th 
Autoship memberships beginning with the March kit are available now. 


