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Your December kits are well on their way to you!

Are you ready for Christmas? | don’t know about ylout, every year | say | am going to be more prepared. |
will have all my shopping done by Novembé&r®1? | will have all my baking done by Thanksgiving, | will

mail all my packages early. Well, | am going to the pdfste today to mail the packages, | am leaving in a
few hours to go to Denver for a few days to finish shogppamd the baking.....

Whether you are ready or not, take a few minutes to le@ugh this issue of the newsletter. There are so

many great ideas brought to you by the Design Team thishmaWdho knows, you may just find a perfect idea
for that last minute Christmas project that is stdlitmg for you!
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Getting to Know Tina...
Michelle O’Keefe

Paula

1. Tell us a little about yourself and where you live, family, how
long scrapping.
~I'have lived in Indiana all my life. | love it herehave 3 little girls,
~ Taylor (7), Hanna (5), and Chloe (1). They are my evengtHihave
~ been married to Chad, a local firefighter, for aln®gears now! | have
~ been scrapping for 2 1/2 years and couldn't be more addfidttied! |
~ think | need a 12-step program!

2. What kind of camera do you have? Tell us about it and what you
think of it. Any photo tips for us?

| use a Kodak Digital. I'm still learning about it, but ao it has worked
wonderfully! The pictures are crisp and clear and | kinesoption to
have my photos taken in b & w. As far as photo tipsl glonk I'm the
one that needs help, lol! I've found that | love to usarahtighting, and
use my flash as little as possible.

3. Who has inspired you and ho®
Oh my, I've been inspired by so many wonderful artidtg.only in design, but how I journal as well. |
would say my major inspirations comes from: Ali Edwaadd Jamie Waters

4. Tell us something about yourself that people might not know
I have played softball for 20 years, | color coordinatéhaiclosets in my house, and | love Johnny Cash.


http://www.backporchmemories.com/

5. Favorite candy or snack?
| love chocolate! My favorite candy is Snicker's andfanorite snack is popcorn on the stove!

6. Where do you get your scrapping ideas and how do you adapt theémpaper?
| get a lot of my ideas from on-line galleries and ideaks. | don't take designs and copy them, but | try to
interpret them in a different way that would make mykwvariginal.

7. What is your favorite memory?

When | was little, my brother and sister would climtoibed with me and we would excitedly talk about
what we thought Santa had left us under the tree. WedwWaythere and giggle until my Mom would come
and knock on our door, saying Santa has visited our hawisi¢ &®as time to come out and see what he left!
We would all run to the fireplace and grab our stockindemmy Mom watched with a smile, drinking her
cup of coffee. And now this is exactly how we spend €£hmas morning with our kids.
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Altered Tin Ornament
Jamie Gavin

It's that time of year again, the holidays are amosigl figured why not make
a few ornaments for the tree and this is what | capneith.

We all have them, those little containers that coittesl fwith tiny little beads,
eyelets, brads, glitter, you name it they come iseHgitle metal tins with lids.
This month | have taken one of those tins and madeian ornament for the NG
tree. The one that | chose to use has a clear piaghe lid so | was able to

put an embellishment in the lid so that it shows thrabglplastic. L

It is pretty simple and the possibilities of what yon da with these are
endless.

First | painted the top of the tin with MM Dusk paint. \li¢hihe paint is still
wet sprinkle the beadifuls (from the December Kithoottne paint so that the
wet paint will pick up the beads and help them to staylé\iu are letting
that dry, pick an embellishment. | used a snowflake panchpicked a sheet
of paper also from the December Kit and punched 3 snowflake glued the
corners together to make them look almost like one.

Once the lid is dry, you can alter it as you wish,dsghto attach some of the &
ribbon (December Kit) around the outside of the lidddittle more flair. Next | |
slid the snowflakes that | had punched into the lid, therthe lid on. ’

| wanted to hang mine from the tree so | used a piecélmdmiand attached it @&
to the top of the tin so that it could hang.

They are simple but yet look so great on the trp&ar to keep and horde thesqa
things throughout the year and | will have lots to attene this time next year.




Get Your Children Involved!
Tina Albertson

My daughter Taylor LOVES doing crafts just as much @s.| Every season | try to incorporate a little
something fun for her to make, that | can display inhogne. This year we chose to alter a chipboard omame
made by Making Memories. At an extremely affordable pticis seemed like a practical thing to do.

First we gathered our supplies: chipboard ornament (lkeyn@ake trees, snowflakes, and other misc. shapes),
jewels from the local craft store, ribbon, patterned pdpter stickers, cardstock, sandpaper, scissors,
cutting mat, and glue dots.

1. Take the chipboard piece and trace it onto the pattpaysst.
Carefully have your child cut the shape out (you may wanotit
the inside pieces) and glue the paper to the front of the
ornament. (I then sanded the edges which is completely
optional).

2. Next, cut a small amount of cardstock to glue tdodek so it
shows through the holes. We used some glittery papehwhic
looks beautiful!

3. Then, glue your jewels into the holes, add your shiidme
to the front, and tie ribbon to the top.

This would make a great gift for grandparents, a great digpla
your tree, or could even be put on your refrigerator gttsich a
magnet to the back) to hold those special holiday lists.




Pyramid Ornament
Tami Floyd

Pyramid Ornament Template:
http://www.ruthannzaroff.com/mirkwooddesigns/pyramid.htm

Print template and cut out. Trace onto cardstock ofeho
Score all of the lines. Make sure to only score s@thament will fold up.

Cut out four triangles from patterned paper ¥ inch smtkn each of the sides, ink and adhere to the cehter
each of the triangles. Punch holes at the top of fwhbeotriangles for the ribbon.

Fold together only gluing the side flap to create the pytaave the bottom open.

Cut a snowflake out of chipboard, cover with white paimd glitter. Find the front and paste it down on the
bottom right side.

Print out your holiday greeting on white cardstock andanat complimentary cardstock.
Glue the greeting across the bottom, slightly underribatsnowflake. Add a snowflake brad.
Tie ribbon through the two holes.

Cut out a snowman (or other decoration) and glittaloihg with adding a snow mound using glue and glitter
underneath him.

Decorate each adjacent side — | used paper glaze, gittbembossing powder. | then added snowflake brads.

Pierce two holes in the pyramid going through outsidklaritom flap to place brad and close bottom flap.
You can also use this as a little gift box that ailbw you to open it whenever you like.


http://www.ruthannzaroff.com/mirkwooddesigns/pyramid.htm

Organize Your Holidays!

Jacquie Veach

I've always wanted to be just a bit more organized around the hobaayBankly | like making lists and crossing
stuff off! I'm a task master, just ask my kids When it came to the holidays | realized | forgot what | didyaat
and just wanted a single place that | could record gift ideas, fiohéaus, events, my cookie list and the shopping
list that went with it so | didn’t have to reinvent every yelananted something | could carry in my purse and have
with me so | could write in it whenever | had some free fion@xample, when waiting in the car when picking up
my boys or work during lunch. Whatever free time | had | could kegptio date and reference it.

So, here you have it...my Holiday Journal. It was fun and quick to anadké hope to make use of it next year.

Materials:

Spiral book with lined pages ( | found my 8.5” X 4” spiral bedkMichael’'s for a $1)

2 sheets 12X12 patterned paper, preferably double sided ancamgtvireight (I used the fun holiday paper from
the Dec kit)

Circle Punch (do you know how much | love circles)?

Small hole punch

Stapler

Corner rounder

Popsicle stick

White paint (optional)

Mod Podge (optional)

Step by Step Instructions
1. Prepare the book. My book cover colors were pink, green and shades of blu@tigtreatching the

patterned paper in the kit) so first | sanded and painted the edbesghite paint and let that dry. You are
going to be adding a few separator pages so | removed 4-5 pages in the bdwals soam for these new
pages. Round all the corners of your inside pages with corner rounder.

Make the cover to the book. Cut a piece of patterned paper about ¥ inar sihaatlthe size of your cover.
| ripped the edge along the long side on the right. You could round thes;avhatever you like.
Embellish as you wish. | had my cover go all the way thru the spnaistfy because | did not paint that
and my colors did not match). Punch holes in paper along spiral edgexsstep) and adhere to book.
Lastly, since | knew | was going to be putting this in and out of my pudeejded to protect the cover and
generously applied Mod Podge over the cover and around the edges wdiated. pl covered the inside
front page of the cover too. | attached a piece of solid brown cakdsttite back of the book and mod
podged that too.



3. Punching the holes to fit under spiral edge.
You could get a template of the holes to pun
a couple of ways, you could take the book
apart or you could do what | did. | ripped on
of the inside pages out of the book and used
that as my guide for punching the holes alon
the spiral edge. Once | punched the holes, |
took scissors and snipped from the outer edq
to the hole. 1 could then (with a popsicle
stick) push the paper between the spirals. (s
figure 2)

4. Making the inside separator pages. | made
for my book but maybe you have more or les
either way will work. My sections are titled:
Gift Ideas, Food & Spirits, Special Events, To
Do List (my favorite section).

a. For the Gift Ideas separator page,

b. 1 made a pocket to hold receipts (see
figure 3). Cut patterned paper 4 inche
longer than your inside page template.
Fold up bottom to make pocket. | cut
half circle in the top of the pocket usin
my circle punch. Staple the pocket on
the right edge. Use your corner rounde
to round the edges on the rights side.

c. Make your separator tabs. | made
circles and attached those to each
separator page. Punch 4 circles in
different patterned paper. Write the
names on your tabs. Adhere tabs to
pages; the first separator page should
have the tab about %2 inch from the top,
2" should be about 2” from the top, etc

d. Special Events separator tab — | made
quick calendar for December 2006 (set
figure 3). You could print one from the
internet or make one yourself. | adhere
that inside the page so that | could see
the dates on the calendar. For fun
embellishing | stamped a calendar on
each of the pages in that section. |
documented not only special events bu;
my kids sports events and other
regularly scheduled items, again, so |
would have it all with me.

e. Repeat these steps til you have all 4 2 \ﬂgure 4 E"‘
separator pages made. Note, | made & = H

pocket page for my Food & Spirits separator page too to laolpies
f.  Punch holes in your separator pages (see step 3 above).

5. Insert your separator pages. Split your book in 4 equabssatith the same number of pages in each section.
Insert your first separator page (Gift Ideas) or whichewerhas the tab at the very top inside the book as the first
page. See step 3 above.

6. Lastly, attach some ribbons and | also attached the clipgievas in the kit to clip pages together in the book.
(see figure 4)

Enjoy the holidays with your family and friends...jacquie



Treasure Hunting in the Kitchen
Kathy Carr

Anything goes when it’s time to search our kitchens for sgreat finds.

Birthday Candles
Bottle Caps

Bread bag tabs
Broken glass shards
Brown Lunch sacks
Cheesecloth
Chopsticks
Cookbook pages
Cupcake papers
Decorative Napkins
Drawer Liners
Dried herbs

Eqgg dippers plastic plates

Faux wax seals plastic silverware
Foil Popsicle Sticks
Food labels Produce Stickers
Juice and Milk lids  Receipts

Junk Mail Recipe cards

Key Rings Soda cans and tabs
Menus String

Mesh produce bags Tiny matchboxes
Paper Doilies Toothpicks
Paper Plates Wallpaper remnants
Paper Towels

For this layout | used a green kitchen drawer liner to adu ewid

dimension. It's mounted on the background paper, includgeadtual
tag that came with the turkey and an extra paper napaimtas used
during dinner.

To give this page a
“metallic rock feel”, |
covered cardstock
photo mats with foil,
the blue metal rings
are tabs from cans of
pineapple, the date is
arubonputona
bread bag tab and |
used various metal
washers that | found
in the kitchen junk
drawer.



| discovered the perfect textured embellishment for a phget
my daughter, the soccer goalie: the green meshdrbay of
granny smith apples! 1 used adhesive to secure the mgsh ba
the back of the layout.

This layout documents my cats love for black olive juidesimply
added the actual label from a can of olives to the layoupainted
a Popsicle stick black, cut it in half and used it to hgittlihe title.

Here | created an inexpensive snowflake using a coffee filt
(cupcake liners would work well for this also). To make
snowflakes, fold in half, fold again from center pointdold
one more time to create a triangle shape. Cut oall simapes
on the fold line, open up to reveal a unique snowflakeadded
it to paper in this month’s kit along with the shimmegtalbet
stickers for a fun ski layout.

Using a paper towel and a marker is another way to destiae
and intrigue. | tore the paper towel to create a photo ntabaush a
marker along the edges to ink. This layout also used pagertlfis
month’s Kit.

Next month we are headed to the bedroom and bathrooso rios
more treasure hunting.



Use your Stash — Transparencies
Michelle O’Keefe

Some of the most common pre-printed transparencidsoameCl Karen Russell Narratives or K&Company.
You probably have some 12X12 sheets or the Narrativesivegérips (looks like slides) in your stash. You
can do some nice things with them.
Nobody does it better- Karen Russell creates some of the most beautitliirgeresting layouts using
transparencies in my opinion. Check out her BLOGtgt//karenrussell.typepad.comlately she has been
talking about how she made it in scrapbooking.
Try this —

1. lay a transparency over distressed corrugated board

2. lay a transparency over your background paper and thread oblstiing through holes you've made in

it (eyelets, rivets, etc.)

3. add some paint to a transparency strip and use it veytipailbto on one side & journaling on the other
side. Layer part of the transparency over your photo.
print your journaling on the pre-printed transparency image.
create a pocket out of the transparency sewing it olayloeit and insert flowers, tags, or memorabilia
into the pocket.
cut the transparency into tags to use on your layout.
lay it entirely over your enlarged photo
cut letters, even huge letters from the transparency
stamp or paint on your transparency into shapes or desigree to color in the images that are on the
transparency already.
Print your own — If you’ve never printed your own transparencies withrygrinter, it is easy. Blank
transparencies are available at office supply stores@me craft chain stores. Print on the rough (les®8mo
side.
Ideas — print your journaling on the transparency. | lowe this looks. You can then put that over an enlarged
photo. Copy or print an enlarged photo on the transparandyl mean big. | did this on the layout below.
You can see the black & white photo | used of my grandfathehe left. |1 used a regular copy machine and
enlarged the photo quite a bit to get that profile | wantéds is one of my favorite layouts. Here’s a setwet
you — you can touch up that transparency photo, too. Idised this when | was experimenting. To remove
the distracting background use a little (Adirondack) Alddhending solution on a tissue and rub away what
you don’t want on there. It is the blending solution yse with the Adirondack inks. It really works.
Here’s one of my favorite layouts “In the Garden vitbp-Pop™:
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Hope you try some of these ideas & don'’t forget to chetkaren’s blog, too.



"Using your scraps" CALENDAR CHALLENGE
by Chara Ralston

Okay Girls we all know what it's like for us as scragkers to have tons and tons of scraps. They are so good
for cards, swaps, altering and odd and ends stuff. Althduglstmy first month designing for Back Porch
Memories, | found myself searching for ways to use up eu@nymy piece. If you check out my gallery | made
a rolled paper ornament of leftover scraps. Cut strig@of leftovers, put into a clear glass craft ornamnt,
some ribbon on the top and maybe add a sticker or rub-ihve toutside and "VOILA" you have a rolled paper
ornament.

My CHALLENGE to each of you for the upcoming new yesause those scraps and make a monthly calendar.
| started it off with doing a December 2006 to show you wiat. | used leftover paper from my Medley kit

and various leftover embellies | had laying around piling ugrgmonth when | post my LO's to the DT
Gallery | will include my take on a calendar using my ledis from my kit. What a great way to get rid of
some extras and an awesome way to remember theYymacan leave some space for journaling to remember
the month, add some pictures or just have one big awesltaned calendar.

WAAE
Check out the January stamp set — click here
Coming in January’s Kit:
Paper Loft — Well Worn 2
Making Memories — Kraft Paper
My Mind’s Eye - Magnolia
7 Gypsies

Making Memories

Layout instructions

And much more....

See the January Sneak Peek now! - click here
Available for individual order Januarylst, shipping Januafy 15
Autoship memberships beginning with the January kit are é@ifeow.




