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Hello! 
 
This month’s newsletter is a bit late, but with good reason… 
 
We are officially empty nesters now.  We just got home from taking our youngest daughter to Spokane for 
college.  The trip came with many challenges: a car that broke down overnight and having to find alternate 
housing with a U Haul in tow to name a few.  But, she is settled and we are home…until tomorrow!   
 
Where has the time gone?  We are not old enough to have grown kids, are we?  
 
I have realized that as the girls got older we really only took pictures of the major events.  Trips, proms, 
graduation are all very well documented.  Sadly, everyday life with them is not.  Make sure you don’t give in to 
their pleas of privacy from the camera ~ get those pictures while you still can! 
 
 
Paula 
 
   

 
 

Meet Elizabeth 
{August Guest Designer} 

 
 

Hmmm…about me. Let's see. Aside from scrapping I 
love to read, garden, and have fun with family and 
friends. My family is very important to me and aside of 
making them smile pretty half of the time, we love 
having a good time together all the time! I am a die 
hard Ben and Jerry's fan, and I sleep with a bear that 
I've had for almost 27 years. My family and I live in 
Spokane, WA where we are stationed (Dayv is in the 
AF). I've got 2 very loveable yet needy dogs Jake and 
Kira. Along with them, Dayv (who is a totally rockin' 
guy that I've been blessed with for 11 years) and I 
have one daughter who's about to turn 10 (where 

does the time go???). I stay home and take care of my family which I consider a huge 
blessing! I love laughing and am always trying to do it or make someone laugh. I love 
building peeps up because everyone likes to be encouraged. I love old signs; I've got 
them all over our living room. Red rocks, and I love wearing it too. Hmmm…what else? 
Oh yeah a little quirky thing about me, I love mowing the lawn! 

 
 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/


Ad Inspiration 
Tina Albertson 

 
This month’s Solo kit was perfect for 
the ad I found!  I love the purple, blue, 
and green tones that were found in the 
Collage Press papers.  The color 
combo was the first thing that inspired 
me from the ad.  I loved the photos 
side by side with the strip below for 
division.  I thought it would work 
better for my layout to flip these 
elements (since my photos were 
landscape).  I did keep some of the text 
below the pictures (my title) and added 

the flower to the strip, the same as the ad has pictures of the 
medicine.  Lastly, I rounded the corners of the paper to mimic the 
rounded edges in the ad.  Have fun gathering inspiration!!!! 
 

 
 
 

Photo Mojo 
{Journaling on Photos} 

Danielle Calhoun 
 

In this tutorial I will teach you how to journal directly on your 
photos in Photoshop Elements 5.0.   
 

In your Photoshop program, open up your desired photo (be 
sure that the photo has enough "white" space to journal on).   
 

�  Once the photo is opened, click on the horizontal type tool 
(it is located in the toolbar on the left hand side of the 
screen, and it looks like a "T"). 

�  Once this tool is selected, click on the area of your photo 
that you would like to journal on. 

�  Begin writing your journaling.  You can press enter if you 
would like to go to the next line. 

�  The text size can be changed by highlighting the text, and 
using the toolbar on the top of your screen to change the 
size. 

�  The color of the text can be changed to match your photo 
and/or patterned paper.  This can be done by clicking on the color squares in the left hand toolbar at the very 
bottom of your page. 

�  You can also use the move tool (the one that looks like a triangle in the upper left hand corner), and move 
the text around. 

  

Once the text is on your photo, you can send it to the printer and print it just as you would any other photo.  In 
my example, I chose to enlarge my photo to a 5x7 in order to make the text easier to read. 
  

If you have any questions, feel free to post them in the 'Camera Review' forum.  Be sure to post your finished 
layouts in the gallery! 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 
Lisa Tilmon 

 
 

 
 
 
 
10 minutes! 
This layout uses one vertical 4x6 photo matted on a 
block of cardstock. The photo column is highlighted 
by strips of patterned paper with just enough open 
space to include the title. (I love self-adhesive 
chipboard alphabets because they save tons of scrappy 
time for me to spend on a different element!) Finally, 
my journaling is computer-generated. And you don’t 
even need a giant printer for this one! Since the photo 
mat is 12” in length, I trimmed the background 
cardstock to an 8.5” width. This allowed a size that 
fits into my printer, and the illusion of printing on 
12x12 cardstock…really it’s just pieced back together 
behind the photo mat! The computer-generated 
journaling consumed the bulk of my 10 minutes.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 minutes! 
Isn’t it amazing what five minutes of embellishments 
can add to a layout? For this layout, I added a rubon 
strip and some chipboard. Now I love the naked 
chipboard color with this layout, but I just have a 
thing about leaving my chipboard empty. So the 
chipboard swirl and stars have been altered with 
rubons from my stash. The rubons provided some eye 
candy while allowing the original color to still shine 
through. These quick additions made a big difference! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



Stamping 
{Creating Notepads} 

Audrey Tan 
 
 
 

 
I absolutely adore this month’s stamp set. It gave me an idea to create little notepads that can be used in any 
situation. Using the torn notepad stamp, I stamped several images on acid-free cardstock. Then, I trimmed them 
to size. 

In order to store them, I found an envelope template on the net 
http://www.stampington.com/html/tempting_template_dj06.html , I adjusted 
it according to the size that fit my little notepads. I then print it and cut it out. 
I traced it onto the patterned paper (in this case, Basic Grey) and cut it out 
accordingly. You could print onto the patterned paper directly but since there 
will be lines showing, I preferred to do the above method as I wanted to 
decorate the inside of the envelope. 
 
Decorate the envelope accordingly. I 
added a closure element and stuck a 

‘for your info’ label on the front of the envelope. So there you go…a little 
envelope to keep your notepads. You can easily turn them into gifts. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Scrapbook Shortcuts 

{Quick Computer Journaling} �
Alissa Trowbridge 

�
�

I love it when I find a quick and easy way to do something that used to take me forever! Computer journaling is 
one of these things. Although I like my own handwriting, there’s something about the neatness of typed words 
that appeals to me. When I want to computer journal…but I want to do it fast…I make these journaling strips. 
They’re simple, take merely minutes to do and look great. Here’s how: 

 
�  On your almost completed layout, arrange strips of scrap 

paper to mimic where your journaling will go and how 
long each piece will be. Measure the length of your 
longest piece. This doesn’t have to be an exact 
measurement. You can even eyeball it! 

�  Open your favorite word processing program or 
Photoshop. Size a template so that the width is as long as 
your journaling strips. The length will depend on how 
many strips you need. In my example, the template was 3 
inches wide by 2 1/2 inches long. 

�  Choose a font and its size. Usually, a font 14 pt. in size 
will read beautifully using this technique. 

�  Type each line. You’ll want to double or even triple 
space between each line so there’s enough room to cut 
out each line separately. 

�  Insert a piece of 8.5x11 cardstock into your printer. Even 
though I don’t scrap in this size, I keep a stack of this size 
on hand just for this reason. White is especially versatile! 

You could also trim down a sheet of 12x12 paper or use a scrap that’s 8.5” wide and the length you need for 
your journaling. That’s actually what I did for this example. 

�  Print. 
�  Using scissors, cut each line out. I like to use scissors because it’s frustrating getting a paper trimmer to cut 

these small pieces equally apart.  
�  Adhere to your layout. 
 
See? Wasn’t that easy? Once you do this once or twice you’ll be amazed at how quickly it goes. I use this 
technique so often that I have a couple different templates saved on my computer by size. This way, I don’t 
have to recreate them each and every time. I also keep a few pieces of scraps cut in various sized strips so I can 
visualize how this technique will look on my almost completed layouts. 
 
You’ll find all sorts of ways to include this style of journaling on your projects. If you need more examples, 
check out my gallery. You’ll see I use this scrapbooking shortcut a lot! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Project Corner 
{Making Your Own Felt Shapes} 

Tami Floyd 
 

If you’re anything like me, you just love the new felt shapes and letters that are all the rage in 
scrapping right now.  It can be quite costly trying to buy all the latest and greatest cute things 
we love to adorn our pages with, so I ventured out to try and find a cost effective way to 
make my own felt embellishments. 
 
First I set out to my local craft store and bought a few sheets of felt. I decided to go with the 
stiffer felt sheets because they appeared to be sturdier to cut. I brought out my die machine 
and put it to the test. I used a flower die. I will say it was difficult to maneuver through the 
machine, but I did manage to cut deep enough into the felt to leave an impression. I then 
used scissors to finish the cut. I believe I’ve heard mentioned that a Sizzix machine will 
most definitely cut through felt, so that would be the better bet. I did like the flower I got as 
a result of the cut and will use it most definitely. 
 
I then decided to trace a monogram from my Basic Grey letter collection. It proved to be 
pretty easy just tracing and cutting to get the perfect felt letter. 
 
Wanting to see what else I could do with the felt sheets, I pulled out a punch. While I don’t 
own many, I do own a basic circle. Voila! It cut through the felt sheet like butta! 
  
I then thought “what the hey,” I’ll try hand drawing a little birdie since they are so cute and 
popular. Once again, I was very pleased with the end result. 
 

I couldn’t wait to see what else I could do with these inexpensive 
sheets of felt. I brought out the stamps and tried that. I liked the 
effect of the stamp. The impression of the stamp wasn’t dark 
enough, but I will embellish it with either dimensional paint or 
embroidery floss and the effect will be terrific. The stamp gives 
the perfect template to follow adding just the right details. 
Next I decided to see how scissors and my Carl Rotary cutter 
with a scallop blade would fair with the felt sheet. I love the 
results! 
 
Lastly, since swirls and flourishes are my all-time favorite 
embellishment right now, I pulled out a Crafter’s Workshop 
template and traced it. I couldn’t adore this felt embellishment 
more! 
 
I hope I’ve given you some insight into all the wonderful and 
inexpensive things you can do with a sheet off felt and some of 
your basic supplies. You’ll love the effect the felt will have on 
your page. Next month we’ll venture into embellishing your felt 
creations, so stay tuned! 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

August Sketch 
{selected from www.pagemaps.com} 

 
              Tami Floyd               
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Check out the September stamp set – click here 

Coming in September’s kit: 
All brand new paper! 

Scenic Route 
Daisy D’s 

Sweetwater 
Imaginisce 

Layout instructions 
And much more…. 

 
See the September Sneak Peek now! - click here 

Available for individual order September 1st, shipping September 15th 
Autoship memberships beginning with the September kit are available now. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


