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Happy spring to you! 
 
We just finished up our Spring Fling Crop on the message board and hope you were able to join us.  It was a 
huge success thanks to you and the talented design team.  If you missed it, take the time to visit the forum, the 
classes and challenges are still there for you to be inspired!  There are plenty of great ideas to get you organized 
and ready for that National Scrapbook Day Crop you may be attending.   
 
{Click here to be linked to the crop classes and challenges}  
 
Have a great National Scrapbook Day! 
Paula 
 
 

Meet Tara {April Guest Designer} 
 

Hi Everyone! My name is Tara and I’m so excited to be part of the Design Team 
at Back Porch Memories for April! 
 
I live near London, Ontario on a farm with my husband of 14 years, 3 boys, 2 dogs 
and a bunny.  
 
I have always been crafty. While still in public school, I took calligraphy, cake 
decorating and chocolate making classes. Our local 4-H club taught me how to 
sew my own clothes, knit, quilt, cook, bake and how to properly set a table. I’m 
someone who will try making anything … just for the challenge. I even consider 
myself fairly handy at woodworking, having created larger furniture pieces such as 

a computer armoire and garden bench. But when I discovered scrapbooking after the birth of my second son, all 
of those skills took a back seat. My mom gave me a few idea books and a few packages of cardstock for 
Christmas and the rest is history. I love the direction scrapbooking has gone … there are so many styles right 
now … something to suit everyone’s taste. And I love seeing how different people use the same supplies to 
achieve varied results. Which is one of the reasons I love kit clubs. There’s something so magical about 
receiving that box of supplies that someone else has handpicked to inspire creativity and knowing that scores of 
other people are opening that same box.  
 
Adding in vintage bits and personal ephemera make me so happy. For me, a really interesting layout has me 
looking and looking at different details, layers and textures. While I use the occasional digital element on a 
page, I could never go completely digital. Much too flat for my liking.  
 
One of my favorite things to do is go through online galleries and blogs to see what everyone else has come up 
with lately and where they’ve found inspiration. I also enjoy browsing Flickr photos for photography ideas. A 
goal of mine for 2009 is to spend more time on photography. While I love a wonderfully designed scrapbook 
layout as much as the next gal, I think that the first thing someone looking at the layout should notice is the 
photo.                                      ~ Hoping you all enjoy your kit as much as I do! ~ 

 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/mboard/viewforum.php?f=51sid=a9acedb877ffa4f175fe47b43bb5f23d


Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Tami Floyd 

 

 
 
 
                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Add Texture the Easy Way} 

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 

There’s nothing I like more than texture on a layout! The easiest way to 
add a bit of texture, depth and dimension is to use pre-texturized 
products.  
 
On this layout, I used the leaf embossed green cardstock in this month’s 
Solo Kit. I then stuck a long piece of the We R Memory Keepers border 
sticker below my photos. Even though it too is green, the sparkle and 
pattern give the layout a bit more texture. Finally, the whole layout is 
mounted on a piece of die cut patterned paper for even more textural 
interest. 

 
Using these products together took almost no time at all and gave the page a great look and feel.  

10 Minutes 
 
Use white cardstock as your base. Next add an 11x8 ½” piece of 
blue cardstock. Just below that, glue a 12x1 ¾” piece of pink 
WRMK. Atop of that, paste a 12x1” piece of torn paisley (flip side 
of the pink). On the bottom edge of the pink paper, adhere a 7½x¾” 
scalloped piece of the striped WRMK patterned paper. Within the 
blue cardstock approximately 2” from the top, place a 9x5” piece of 
green WRMK paper as shown. Adhere half of a 5¾” circle just 
above the green patterned paper. Place your title within the half 
circle.  Next I added smaller photos {(2)1 ¾x2 ¾” and  
(1) 2 ¾x 3 5/8”} and then a WRMK journaling spot with one side 
cut off.     

                                                                        15 Minutes 
 
Take the cut edge from the WRMK journaling spot and 
add it to the opposite edge of the photos. Take the big 
bracket from the Bo Bunny chipboard and ink it with pink. 
Add to layout as shown. Also from the Bo Bunny 
chipboard, ink two small arrows with blue and use them to 
point at the larger photo. Cut approximately 9” of the 
WRMK lace and adhere between the green and paisley 
WRMK papers. Outline photos, brackets and arrows with 
black pen. 



{April Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
       

 
   March Sketch 

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  Alissa Trowbridge    Michelle Swartzinski    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Lisa Turley     Tara (Guest Designer) 
 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Photo Mojo 
{Tips on Taking Better Photos of People} 

by Michelle Swartzinski 
  
People (in my opinion) really make the best (and most interesting) subjects in photographs. A good 'people' 
photograph shows character, emotion and a connection for the viewer. 
   
Subject Placement 
One of the biggest mistakes is to try to shoot a person's whole body, head to toe. Don't attempt this, unless 
clothes are important (such as a uniform). Instead, focus on the face. The eyes and mouth are the most important 
features, so start there and work out until you have just enough. Crop tightly, and don't be afraid to overflow the 
frame with the person's face – love this! Take pictures at eye level. Unless there is a specific mood or message 
to the picture, eye level pictures are generally the most pleasing. 
 
Lighting  
Keep the sun behind and/or to the side of the subject(s) without having the sun show up on camera - this will 
minimize their squinting. Overcast days are usually best for portraits. Use the flash ('fill-flash' or 'daylight 
flash') to add light to the face and fill in shadows. Flash in "slow sync" or "fill light" mode at night will help the 
background show up in the picture while still seeing the subjects. 

Get Subjects to Show Emotion 
A fake smile is easy to spot, so tell a joke, story or recall a memory to stir the appropriate emotion on their 
faces. There is nothing wrong with taking a picture when they are laughing or even crying as long as it looks 
natural. In face, the results can be surprising this way. 
 
Please share some ‘people’ pictures in the Photo Mojo section of the Message Board – would love to see them! 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

Personalized Gift Bag 
by Lisa Turley 

 
 

Altering plain gift bags make for a quick but personal gift. I plan on adding a gift card to 
the spa along with a bottle of lotion. The perfect gift for mom! 
 
 
Editor’s note: Cute project, Lisa!  
 
If you’re looking for plain, inexpensive gift bags to alter, dig out a couple brown lunch 
sacks. Craft stores often carry the kraft ones. Or, check the gift-wrap section of any 
mass-market retailer. They often have various sized bags in a rainbow of colors! 
 
 
 
 



Colouring Mediums 
by Audrey Tan 

 
Colouring is the trend at the moment especially when combining with stamps! A look at most card challenge 
blogs will reveal a lot of stamped images being coloured. There are many different mediums of colouring. I’ll 
be showing you different ways of colouring a stamped image. 
1) Using watercolour pencil 

There are many types of watercolour pencils on the market, 
ranging in various prices as well. You can even find watercolour 
markers too. I’ve chosen to use Derwent Inktense watercolour 
pencils, as the colours are more vivid. 
Simply colour the image with the watercolour pencil. Then use a 
waterbrush over the coloured area to turn it into paint. The more 
strokes you use, the more paint is activated. If you want to do shading, just pick the colour off the 
watercolour pencil and colour it into your image. You can achieve various shades and hues using this 
method.  
A waterbrush is one where you have a brush bristles at one end and a reservoir which contains water at 
the other end. Water gradually seeps down from the reservoir onto the bristles and this renders the 
bristles permanently damp which makes it easier for painting. You could substitute it with a normal 
brush and a cup of water.  
 

2) Using solvent with blendable colour pencil 
Certain colour pencils (especially the wax-based ones) allow you to blend 
colours easily when colouring, e.g. Prisacolor pencil. You could also make 
use of a solvent, Sansodor (UK) or Gamsol (US) with these colour pencils.  
In my example, I use blendable pencils with Sansodor to blend the colours 
in my image. Firstly, draw a thin outline around the image. Then dip the 
blending stump into the solvent (you only need a little bit). Put it against 
the coloured lines on the image and slowly move the stump in a circular 
motion towards the centre. If you want to use a second shade of colour in the same area, do the same as 
before. To clean the stump, simply swipe it against an emery board. It will remove the current colour in 
the stump and be ready for use with the next colour.  
For those with Prismacolor pencils, here is a good tutorial on how to blend using Gamsol: 
http://www.inkyantics.com/pdfs/GamBlend.pdf. 
 

3) Using Marvy le Plume II marker 
The Marvy le Plume II markers are double ended, one end has a fine 
nib while the other has a brush nib. It’s acid-free and a water-based 
ink. They are great for colouring in images. In fact the pen can be use 
directly onto stamps. 
Stamp image. Colour the image using the lightest ink. If you want to 
shade, add a slightly darker colour over it.  
Another way of colouring using these markers is to scribble your 
chosen colour onto a piece of acetate/plastic pallet, then use a waterbrush to pick up the colour and paint 
it directly onto your stamped image. You get a watercolour effect from it.  
You can even use this marker as a journaling pen due to the fine nib. 

http://www.inkyantics.com/pdfs/GamBlend.pdf


 
4) Using Tim Holtz distress inkpad 

Tim Holtz distress inkpad does more than merely distressing 
background. It can also be used for colouring in stamped images too. 
You will need to use a waterbrush. 
To colour the image, use a waterbrush to pick your desired colour from 
the inkpad. Colour directly onto the image. What I like is that you can 
vary the intensity of the colour depending on how much colour you pick 
from the inkpad. You can create shading by using different hues of 
similar colours (e.g. antique linen and old paper). 
 

5) Using alcohol-based marker 
Examples of such markers are Copic and Promarker. They are 
alcohol-based, permanent markers, twin tipped which allows for a 
variety of strokes within one marker. Colours are transparent and 
can be overlayed to create a variety of tone and shading effects. 
They can also be use on various surfaces such as paper, cardboard, 
vellum, acetate, plastic, glass, word and metal.  
Use the marker to colour directly onto the stamped image. I 
usually use a lighter colour. Then I use a similar colour in darker hue to do the shading. I sometimes use 
a blender pen to merge the colours. 

Before embarking on using any of the above methods, you need to take note of two things: 
a) Paper used 

If you are going to use watercolouring as your method, you need to ensure you have the correct type of 
paper used otherwise your paper might just buckle when you start colouring. My advice is to test the 
paper before you start your project. Art stores will sell papers specially for watercolouring. The same 
goes for using alcohol-based ink. Different papers give different results so always test the paper. 
 

b) Inkpad use for stamping & colouring 
I use Memento tuxedo black inkpad by Tsukineko for stamping images used for colouring with either 
water-based or alcohol-based inks. This is because the ink doesn’t bleed when you start colouring. 
Another good inkpad is Impress by Tsukineko as well. Stazon will unfortunately bleed when coloured 
with alcohol-based ink. 

The above colouring mediums are what I sometimes use to colour my stamped 
images. You will find that they are many other means of colouring as well such as 
using Twinkling H20s, Shimmerz paint, chalks, crayons etc. It is always nice to 
experiment with various mediums. These days, I stamped a lot of images and 
colour them in and cut them up so that they are ready to be used either in cards or 
scrapbook layouts. Here’s a finished example of one of the above image: 
Having fun playing with any of the above medium and do upload your creation 
into the gallery. 
 
 


