| was lucky enough to get outta ‘Dodge’ for the holidays eweh luckier to have missed lots of bad weather.
Everywhere | went | barely missed the worst

| had a great trip: | got to play with my granddaughtere iShhe perfect age, if you ask me, 10 months old and
busy, busy, busy. | forgot what it was like and how glach that | was young when mine were little. Whew,
they are a lot of work. She is getting ready to realittle sister in about 8 weeks. Crazy — | know!

| also got to play ‘mommy’ again to my youngest in colle§e had her wisdom teeth out so wanted me to
come home with her to take care of her. She had n&ined | had been there last so it was lots of fureéo s
her new place and eat at the restaurant where she wéoksknow, all that mom stuff. Plus she NEEDED me,
how often does that happen these days?

Have you noticed the monthly mini projects are back? theg are free! We are working hard to make sure
you get the most value from your kit, we want you toiugéL. Be sure to take a look, they are listed monthly
here: www.backporchmemories.com/newsletter.htm

Thank you for making Backing Porch Memories what itHg&re’s hoping you have a wonderful year ahead!

Paula
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Meet Alyssa {December Guest Designer}

Hello! My name is Alyssa McGrew, and | live in Indan have been scrapbooking
for about nearly 5 years, since my daughter was bdrave been married to my
wonderful husband Don for 5 years and we have 2 great kilkma\[Mil-ain-ah) is
4-1/2 and Elijah is 2-1/2.

My style is hard to describe, since it varies wildigrh one layout to the next. |
usually scrap 12” x 12,” but | also like to mix it up with thecasionally 8.5"x11” or
8"x8". Right now, | am using lots of bright colors on wehiblack or kraft
backgrounds... but my color choices change frequently, stkdyseck for updates!

The thing | love most about scrapping is the communitscodppers and friendships
I've made through scrapping. | also love going through myka@yving that | have an awesome way to
preserve memories for my kids and grandkids. Scrappimy isutlet, my hobby, and my entertainment. | am
looking forward to designing for Back Porch Memories!


http://www.backporchmemories.com/newsletters.htm

Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less}
by Deb Harter

10 Minutes

Start with Treasure as base paper. Cut a 9 1/2 x 11¢ pfeghite
cardstock. Punch a decorative border across the botttm chrdstock
and ink the edges. Attach cardstock to patterned paper3yasyg. a
couple of corners lightly with glimmer mist, if desitdf you hold the
bottle several inches away from the page and apply g, it dries
in no time! While letting the glimmer mist dry, cut 7" square of
Curio paper. Distress and ink the edges. Cut a 3 x 7" pfeChio
paper. Distress and ink edges. Cut 6 half circles frorsHadby paper
and ink edges. Adhere Curio and Chic papers to white cardstock,
leaving a small space in between patterned papers. Linefuprbks
across page, forming a scallop edge and adhere to page. Adbere
across top of scallop edge. Mat photo with brown cardstadkadhere
to page. Add title, journaling strips and flower. ;

15 Minutes

Add rub-ons to corners of picture. Place butterfly rub-@msvhite
cardstock and cut them out. Add vintage flower buttons andrfligs
to page. Cluster a few vintage stamps in top left corner.stidkbin
with another vintage button to flower.
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Scrapbook Shortcuts {Hiding Ribbon Ends}
by Alissa Trowbridge

This month’s tip is one I've been doing for years, butehacently
noticed that a lot of scrappers don’t do. It's so iintaifor me now, but |
thought I'd share in my secret! What am | talking abdditiing the ends
of your ribbons! It's so easy and will make your layoatsds and other
projects look much more “finished.”

When you cut a length of ribbon for a project, cut aldduhore than you
need. Lay the ribbon across your page (like | did here thélsequin
ribbon included in this month’s Solo Kit). Then simplug dot the
portion hanging off each edge to the back of your pagerddudt is
perfect looking ribbon. And you won't end up with any nasgrisnand
frays spoiling the front of your layout — those will laf on the back.

Easy!
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December Sketch

Audrey Tan Danielle Calhoun
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= Creative Card Sketch (Using Scraps!)
by Aleta Wills

This month | challenge you to make a card (or 3
or 4) from your scraps. It can be scraps from any
project or kit - just dig them out and use this
sketch as a jumping point. | created this sketch
using a heart in mind, but feel free to substitute
any shape! Be sure to upload your creations to
our gallery so we can see them!



http://www.pagemaps.com/

Valentine Scrap Sacks
by Niki Willaert

If you are like me, you love all the sweet and pretfygoa hit the stores in February for Valentine’s Ddgve
them so much, | hoard them, forget | bought them, amljtist get more the next year. This Valentine’s Day, |
vow to not buy any new sweetheart papers and use up rhy Shas/e an easy treat sack tutorial to share with
you that will help you (and me!) do just that.

Supplies:

Kraft sacks

Valentine’s papers

Glimmer mist

Various coordinating embellishments (chipboard, ribbonestsc rhinestones, etc.)
Border punch

Coordinating distressing ink

| started with plain old brown kraft paper bags. Mine hautlkes, but you could use just a regular lunch sack.
Spray the sacks with Glimmer Mist; Pink Bubblegum and $céat Gold are the colors used in my example.
This gives the bag some shine and glams it up a bit.

Next, gather a couple Valentine themed patterned papesoame miscellaneous cardstock stickers. | always
have a ton of these left over from paper packs. Measwteut a piece of patterned paper to fit the size of your
bag. Across the top | used a border punch for a decoesdye. You could also trim with ribbon or a stamped
border. Adhere the patterned paper, or papers if youyaerig, to the front of your bag. Ink the edges of a
cardstock sticker or border strip and adhere to theitkftaf your bag.

Now that you have a background to work on, you can embeitiar bag to your liking. | chose two little birdie
cardstock stickers added a plastic heart on the figstTd@e second bag | used a larger floral sticker and added a
stamped image to the center. Finish your bag with aiitileon and a tag, and you are ready to add some treats
for your sweetheart!



Challenge! {Clustering Embellishments}
by Danielle Calhoun

| don't know about you, but I love the look of clustgrin
embellishments! The December Medley makes clusterisyg dde
fabulous stickers from Bo Bunny (and October Afternooakent so
much fun to cluster.

There are so many fun ways you can cluster embellistsmielove to
combine things with different textures, shapes, and dimens
Clustering also gives a great focal point for the pdgeu look at my
example, you will see that (besides the title), etveng on my page is
touching something else. | love that look, and clustering sntic
possible.

In my example, | made my sticker clusters
as a border for my photo. | bordered the sige
with stickers, and the bottom with strips of patterngoepamaking my photo the
center of attention. | also added some dimension by asflogver, brad, and some
staples.

Gather your embellishments and look for Danielle’s challenge as ieetatthis
tutorial, coming to our “challenges” forum on January 1st!
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Photo Frame
by Audrey Tan

| recently received photographs of my boys taken by theatgthotographer. | lost no time in making a photo
frame for the individual photos as a gift to my pareAssDecember is a busy period, | wanted to keep it &impl
but easy to create. | came across a pack of squarerspagtieh | had bought from Ikea and made use of them.
Here’s a quick instruction how to do it, with photos of fimyshed project below (bottom left — front of frame;
bottom right — backside of frame):

1. Decide the frame base. Substitute for chipboard ifdanit have cork
coasters. (I made use of 2 cork coasters).

Cover it with desired patterned papers, both front and back.

Add photos to the front.

Decorate the back of the frame.

Punch holes using crop-a-dile and thread using ribbon.

arwn

to create’s

the futlre




