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| love the Christmas season! It seems as though évengh the hustle and bustle of the season spirits are a
little brighter, people are a little friendlier and maries come a little easier. This year | am so blskat |
could travel home to Wyoming for the holidays and thatdawghters are both here, as well. Hubby got
delayed for 4 days because of the weather in Seattleehwill finally get here tonight, just in time for
Christmas morning. | got to see my new little grandl@iyhe ultra sound and I'm already excited for next
Christmas with a little one around again.

Thank you so much for the past year. You, my custorhak® encouraged me during this huge transition to a
new place and | am grateful for the opportunity to seaeh and every one of you!
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Meet Tricia {December Guest Designer}

Paula

Hello everyone! | am excited to be a part of such adeoful and welcoming group of
scrapbookers! | am honored to have been chosen to bed fiae team for the month
of December. | am totally addicted to scrapbooking and anythge an excuse to
create, | jump at it! | have always loved crafts agdust about everything — from
jewelry making to sewing to paper crafts, but scrapboolimgyi favorite. | love a
beautiful photo and scrapbooking allows me to take aa@pgooto and create
keepsakes or gifts for special people in my life.

| have been scrapping for 7 years traditionally andesdadbing digital scrapbooking
about a year ago. | would never give up the paper and gluedbuove the flexibility
my computer provides. It also gives me so many moremgt&p | tend to do hybrid
layouts often. If I'm going to print my photos foraybut, | might as well add a pretty digital frame or som
text while I'm at it. | like to mix the best of bothjust recently purchased a new digital SLR, so | haken on
a new love of photography as well. | still have a loetrn, but | get lucky on a few shots here and there.

| am a working mother of 3 and married to a wonderful husblawwork as a project manager for a
telecommunications company in the Chicagoland area. Itseay odd that with a technical background that
I’m also a crafty person, but believe me, it takest @1 creativity in my job at times. It can be a sifel life,

so the scrapbooking is my creative outlet and providessstelief. Even though I live the big suburban life
now, | am from a very small town in Minnesota andlyedd miss it. | was raised as a teacher’s kid and mly da
coached one of my sports. | also went on to run trackoliege. Unfortunately, today, chasing my kids with my
camera is my main form of exercise.

| am thrilled to be scrapping for Back Porch Memoridspe you enjoy the projects | make with the December
kit and hope they also provide inspiration for your futuragtes.
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Shimmerz Paints
by Audrey Tan

Shimmerz paints are water-based paints with an added edgplarkle in them. When Paula introduced them in
her store, | couldn’t resist and bought a couple to pligly and liked the effect that | got some more. Attfirs
glance, the paint may appear rather watery but dip yaushlnto it, start playing with and you will realise the
glitter effect that it gives out. It is rich and ingen You do not need to use a lot of paint to get thergdttect,

in fact, less is more in this case.

In my example, I've explored the Shimmerz paints aimous surfaces. Not only does it work on paper but it
also paints on non-porous surfaces such as ribbon, glatate etc. Hence, the sky’s the limit when you use
these paints.

Adding Bling to Paper

In this example, | highlight the inside of the circledainting it
with Shimmerz Blingz December sky paint. It immediately
enhanced that particular area.

Adding Glimmer to Blossom

Transform a normal silk blossom into a glittery oneinby adding a
little paint onto its petals. | used Shimmerz Blingz spicieler. If you
possess a fair number of paper blossoms, apply Shimmetzopathem
and see them in a new light!

Adding a Shine to Ribbon
Just paint lightly Shimmerz Blingz gold glimmer onto a
ribbon. This immediately adds a sparkle onto the ribbon.

As a Speckled Background

To create a speckled background, dip a toothbrush into thegpairitick
onto the card. This created a shimmery, speckled background.
Alternatively, you could paint the background and creaextaited
background using crumpled paper towel, sponge, bubble wrap etc.

Here are more tips that you can use with Shimmerzgaint
Use them as an alternative to ink for stamping. Simphhapaint using a foam brush onto your stamp
and stamp accordingly. As it's a water-based paimtillitvash off easily from the stamp.
After colouring in a stamped image, highlight with Shimnygint in a complimentary colour.
Use them in place of your distressing ink i.e. bling the eddg@aper, give colour to ghost or sheer
shapes, use them on acrylic embellishments.

Have fun using the Shimmerz paints. There are certamlymits to how you can use these nifty little pots of
paints!



Snowman Project
by Tami Floyd

If you're anything like me, you just LOVE and ADORE snowmhénust can’'t seem to get enough of them! So
when | saw this little guy last year made by an onloragpy friend, | knew | had to make one for my home
and hopefully you’ll make one for yours.

Supplies:

Hurricane glass (small, about $3) Ribbon

Spray adhesive Rhinestones

White snowy-type glitter Black top hat (bear/dolltgmt of craft store)
Black buttons Hot glue gun

Small glass jar candle Black dimensional paint

Light blue sheet of soft felt

Carrot (wooden from craft store, but | made one fronmgeebaking clay)

Directions:

1. Start by making sure hurricane glass is clean and drgty @dhesive over entire outside of glass hurricane
over covered area. Sprinkle glitter over entire gfaaking sure the glass is entirely covered over a Yjou.
could actually spray and glitter twice to glitter it molcet glass dry completely.

2. Cut a strip of blue felt to assemble as a scarf arthensnowman. | placed a snowflake brad where the two
ends met to secure them together, but it's optional.

3. Hot glue buttons for eyes and regular buttons as stOwiop of those, glue rhinestones with hot glue.

4. Being very careful, take the black dimensional paidta@eate a mouth for your snowman. Let dry
completely.

5. In the meanwhile, cut the very top part off of treckltop hat to allow the heat from the candle to rise
freely. If you're creating your own hat out of felisf remember that no top is needed — sides and brim only.
6. Now decorate the hat as you wish. | wrapped hathiuig felt and white ribbon. Then | decorated it with a
Maya Road snowflake that | covered with silver glidad placed a white snowflake upon. The holly leaves
were cut with a die using white foam and then spraying whttniGer Mist.

7. Place finished hat atop of the hurricane glas$itlsgrall glass jar candle and place completed snowman
over it.

Viola!! The perfect winter home décor item.



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less}
by Jana Eubank

10 Minutes

Begin with a sheet of cardstock as the base to ygautaNext, use a
sheet of artisan diecut paper from your stash to tfecstape onto
your desired patterned paper. Outline the edge with a marker.

Anchor your photos and title block onto a 5" X 10" strip @fttasting
patterned paper. Attach a coordinating ribbon as a bordessaihe
bottom of your photo.

Add a few flowers and your
title.
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15 Minutes

Use five more minutes to add some more kick to this laggut
mounting the artisan label shaped patterned paper ontdtrasting
sheet of cardstock. Cut around it using patterned scidasssd
scallops for a feminine touch on this first birthday latyof my niece.
Make the title area POP by outlining the letters. A faare silk
flowers help add balance to the overall design.
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Scrapbook Shortcuts

{Easy Texture Technique}
by Alissa Trowbridge

v Adding texture to your pages doesn’t need to take hours! Yot don
need lots of expensive tools or supplies, either. A piedaef
sandpaper and a bit of ink are the only two tools | used tongyve
“delightful” layout a bit of texture and interest.

First, | cut the Bo Bunny dotted cardstock and light blueepa¢d paper
to size. Once | did this, | lightly sanded around all falges of both
papers. After sanding, | used my fingers to “roll” the papedge(s)
onto itself (or toward the middle of the patterned sidéne paper, if
that makes more sense). Then | inked them with a lighwn
distressing ink.

One word of caution when attempting this technique — it’sciidg!
You'll want to try this on die cuts, pre-made embellishragspecialty
papers.. the list goes on and on. Have fun playing!




Photo Mojo

{Seven Tips for Taking Better Picture$
by Michelle Swartzinski

Hold the Camera Steady
A problem with many photographs is that they are bluwpid ‘camera shake' by holding the camera steady.
Use both hands, resting your elbows on your chest,eaugll for support. Relax!

Put the Sun Behind You
A photograph is all about light so always think of howltgkt is striking your subject. The best bet is to move
around so that the sun is behind you and to one side. Thidiffbting brings out color and shades.

Get Closer

The best shots are simple, so move closer and reargvelutter from the picture. If you look at most 'peopl
shots they don't show the whole body so you don't teeedher. Move close, fill the frame with just tlzeé,
or even overflow it. Give your shot some impact. @swom to crop the image tighter.

Chose a Format
Which way you hold the camera affects what is emphdsizgour shot. For tall things (trees or a building) a
vertical format will emphasize height. Use a horiabfdrmat to show the dramatic sweep of the mountains.

Add Depth

Depth is an important quality of good photographs. We wanviewer to think that they are not looking at a
flat picture, but through a window, into a three-dimensiov@ld. Add pointers to assist the eye. If your
subject is a distant mountain, add a person or a titée iforeground. A wide-angle lens can exaggerate this
perspective.

Use Proportion

A popular technique with photographers is called the Ruléhimfls. Imagine the frame divided into thirds, both
horizontally and vertically. Now place your subject o @f the lines or intersections. Always centeringryo
subject can get dull. Use the Rule of Thirds to add waaietl interest.

Position the Horizon
Where you place the horizon in your shot affects uhamphasized. To show the land, use a high horizon. To
show the sky, use a low horizon. Be creative.

| hope these tips will help you with your photography. | kiawn always looking for tips and tricks to taking
better pictures. Be sure to stop by the ‘Photo Mojo’ arethe Message Board to share pictures and any tips

you may have!
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Monthly Challenges & Prize

If you haven't yet checked out our challenges, you'resmgsout! Every month on the 1st, our Design Team
posts 3-4 brand new challenges on our message boardh&fobave until the last day of the month to
complete one or more and upload to our gallery. We them a@nm@ame from all the entries for a fun prize! Not
only do our challenges get you thinking “outside the box,youtll get some scrapping done, too. Come join
in on the fun!



Creative Cards from a Sketch
by Michelle St.Clair

| work outside the home 5 days a week. This leaves tievery little
time to scrapbook. | keep a little notebook at my desk aitd down
ideas. Here is a card sketch | came up with one "bussrhaon at
work:

| created each of these cards with the scraps frold@cgmber Medley

kit layouts.
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Click here for a Sneak Peek of the January kits!




