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I have been inaugurated into the Alaska weather!  Yesterday the high got all the way up to -5 and we were 
actually glad!  For several days before that it hovered around -45, and let me tell you, that is cold!  To put it into 
perspective: we keep our house at 63 degrees, a mere 108 degrees warmer than outside… 
 
I have some changes planned for you in the coming year, look for more products to be added to the website on 
an ongoing basis.   
 
Most likely many of you are traveling or have guests in your home for the holidays.  During all of the festivities 
remember to take those unique shots, try something new and creative and fun with your photography!   
 
Take the time to relax and enjoy your family and friends this season! 
 
Paula 
 
   

 
 

Meet Sandie {December Guest Designer}… 
�

Hi, my name is Sandie Vincent, I'm a stay-at-home Mum to 3 children. My eldest son is 
13, my second son is 9 and my daughter is 3. I've been married to Richard for just over 
11 years and he is my soul mate, and makes me laugh till my sides ache on a daily 
basis!! Of course these 4 special people are my inspiration for my work, and I never tire 
of scrapbooking photos of my family. 

I am so thrilled to be asked to be Guest Designer for this month, and to be part of such a 
talented and creative team. I love the message board and have been so inspired by the 
Design Teams work. I hope I can be as inspiring to you too. 

I've been scrapbooking since July 2005.  Prior to that I'd been making cards for 3.5 
years, I was adamant that I wasn't going to get hooked on another craft, as cardmaking 

took up alot of my time, but I made a new friend, who'd been scrapbooking for 3 years already, and she 
introduced me to her albums.  She then convinced me to have a go, and I went along to a class that she was 
teaching at.  While there I made my very first layout and I haven't looked back, now I have an obsession not a 
hobby.  I just love patterned papers and chipboard alphabets, and love stocking up on ribbons and buttons too.  
As for other interests, I am (slowly) learning how to use my digital camera manually, and I have also been 
researching our family history for the past 2 years. 

 

 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/


Photo Mojo 
{Digital Christmas Cards} 

Danielle Calhoun 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
{OK – I know we are too late for this year, that’s my fault, but be on the lookout for great photo ops during the 
year for next years’ cards!  ~Paula    I love your card, Danielle!} 
 
In this tutorial, I will teach you how to make a digital Christmas card in photoshop.  I will be using photoshop 
elements 5.0. 
  
*Go to File>New>Blank File (choose the dimensions of your card and push 'OK'.  In my example, I made a 6x4 
card. 
*For the background of your card, you can either use a solid color, or use paper from a digital kit (I used paper 
from a digital kit). 
*Go to File>open to find your digital paper.  Once the paper is opened in photoshop, copy and paste into your 
blank card file. 
*Open the first photo that you would like to use.  Resize the photo to fit into your card (I resized to about 2x3 
inches).   
*Use the rectangular marquee tool from the toolbar on the left hand side, and lasso your photo.  Go to 
Edit>copy to copy your photo. 
*Go back to your card, and go to Edit>paste to paste your photo.   
*You can use the move tool (the triangle shape on the top left side of your toolbar) to move your photo to your 
desired placement. 
*Repeat the prior steps if you want to add more photos. 
*If you have other digital elements you would like to add to your photo, you can add those (I had a digital frame 
that I added). 
*Go to the type tool in your toolbar on the left side, and add text to your card (you can also move the text 
around with the move tool). 
*After you have all elements added that you want, go to Layer>Merge layers. 
*Now you can save your card, and send it to the printers! 



Stamping Corner 
{Last Minute Gift Ideas} 

By Audrey Tan 
 
With Christmas fast approaching, it’s quite easy to forget a gift or two. Here’s how you can easily whip out a 
quick handmade gift with a few stamps. 
 
1) Coasters 
 
Make a few coasters with your scraps and package it as a 
gift. After cutting out the desired size, I decorated using 
some stamps and when done, laminated them. I even made a 
personalised one with my son’s photo. These coasters can be 
made using any shape you desire! 
 
 
2) Picture Frame 
 
I picked up these cork coasters from Ikea and used two of them to make my project. Simply cover them with 
patterned papers, decorated how you want, add a couple of photos, punched holes and lace it up and viola, 
you’re done. A quick and easy picture frame for a loved one. 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
                                        
 
3) Post-
it 
Notepad Cover 
 
We do need a bit of reminders these days and those nifty post-it pad do a great job! So how about creating a 
little cover for it and making it look a wee bit posh! All I did was cut out a piece of rectangular piece (slightly 
bigger than the pad), score 2 lines in the middle, decorate and attached ribbons on either ends and finally 
enclosed the pad within. And there you have a quick, easy gift. 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4) Mini Album  
 
As a gift for myself and in order to keep up with my photos, I decided to do a Christmas mini album in advance. 
I was particularly influence by Bo Bunny word albums and decided to make one myself. Using a chipboard 
alphabet template, I selected my letters and cut them out from the patterned paper. They were then backed by 
cardstock. I have only decorated the cover and left the insides blank. So now I’ve got an album ready for those 
Xmas photos!  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Scrapbook Shortcuts 

{Quick Die Cut Embellishments}�
Alissa Trowbridge 

 
 
Remember back in the early days of scrapping when 
die cuts were sold in precut packages? You were 
limited to the colors and patterns included in the pack.  
 
Those days are gone and die cuts are more accessible 
than ever. WIth the advent of the Quickutz, Cuttlebug 
and various electronic systems, you can make quick 
embellishments to match your layout perfectly. Don’t 
have a die cutting system? No problem! Many 
companies have come out with fresh and modern 
oversized punches. 
 
On the layout shown here, I used two punches to make 
a coordinating flower accent. The oversized 2 flower 
punch is made by McGill. I then used my small circle 
punch and one of the circle stickers from the 7gypsies 
Medley kit to make the center. A little brown ink 
finishes the accent. Best of all? Punching and putting 
together this accent took just seconds. 
 

The next time you’re digging around in the embellishment box looking for a perfectly coordinated little 
something to add to your layout, stop. Grab your favorite die cutting system or punch and make one in a jiffy! 
 

 



 
 

Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 
Jana Eubank 

 
 

 
10 minutes! 
This layout comes together super quick by cropping 
the photos to the same size as the journaling blocks. I 
stamped my journaling blocks using the BackPorch 
Memories November Add-On stamps, but you could 
just handwrite them to save even more time! Adhere 
the photos and journaling all together on one big mat 
leaving room to add a title along the right hand side. 
Mount in the center of your page and you have a 
quick, eye-appealing layout!  
��

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
15 minutes! 
Got five more minutes to spare? Add a paper strip 
tucked just under the bottom edge to anchor your photo 
block. Add a piece of trim along the right hand side to 
add a little detail to the title area. Accent with a few 
more embellishments along the bottom of the photo 
block to "connect" it to your paper strip. Now stand back 
and enjoy the special touches you were able to add to 
your project in just 5 minutes! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Christmas Canvas 
Tami Floyd 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Supplies: 
(3) 6x6 canvases  (3) pieces of 5¼x5¼ Basic Grey 
5” hand-cut letters (J, O Y using the Elephant font)  patterned paper (or paper of choice) 
light blue paint  black ink 
Basic Grey red paper  scissors 
chipboard sheet  ribbon 
Diamond Glaze  Tacks, sm nails or industrial staples 
   
 
 
 

  

   
1.  Paint all three canvases.  Let dry completely. 
2.  Adhere squares of patterned paper to each square. 
3.  On the computer, print the letters needed on the backside of the BG red paper.  Cut  
     out.  Adhere to chipboard sheet for dimension.  Cut out.  Ink edges with black ink. 
     Glue letters to canvases centering each letter.   
4.  Apply Diamond Glaze to each letter and let dry thoroughly. 
5.  Line canvases backside up making sure they are in the correct spelling order. 
6.  Take a piece of desired length ribbon and adhere to back of all three canvases  
     connecting them together using either a stapler, small nails, or a heavy-duty stapler.   
7.  Flip right side up and now your Christmas canvas is ready to hang! 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Guest Designer Corner 
{New Sizes} 

By Sandie Vincent 

 
 

Do you sometimes fancy trying a different sized scrapbook layout?  Well how about this 6x12 project.  I love 
how these look, and they are a great size to display, or even hang on the wall.  To make this layout you need to:- 
  

1. Cut a 12x12 piece of cardstock in half.   
  

2. Choose 2 patterned papers, I’ve used MME Festive and cut them into 3 pieces measuring 2.25” x 1.25”,  
7.5” x 1.75”  and  8” x 4” , and ink the edges. 

  
3. Print off your chosen photo(s).  I’ve joined 3 photos to make 1 larger photo. 

  
4. Adhere the papers to the cardstock as shown, and then the photograph. 

  
5. Place a strip of 7gypsies Gaffer Tape from the Medley Indulgence Kit along the left side of the photo. 

  
6. Choose your title for you layout and using the Velvet Thickers mount the letters onto the cardstock, and 

cut out individual letter tiles.  Ink the edges of each one before adhering to the layout. 
  

7. Turn the layout on its side and add your journaling. 
  

8. Use a computer or hand-draw a heart in co-ordinating paper and cut out.  I have inked the edges and 
drawn a heart to give it definition, then using 3d foam pads placed it on the top corner of the layout. 

  
9. To give balance to the layout I have added a flower, paper corner, some 7gypsies Elements Rub-ons 

(Add-On) and 3 brads from the Medley Indulgence Kit. 
 
 



December Sketch 
{selected from www.pagemaps.com} 

 
                       

                                                                                                                  Tami Floyd 

 
                                                  

Jana Eubank                                  Audrey Tan           
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Check out the January stamp set – click here 
Coming in January’s kit: 

Collage Press 
Scenic Route 
Sassafras Lass 

And much more…. 
 

See the January Sneak Peek now! - click here 
Available for individual order Januray 1st, shipping January 15th 

Autoship memberships beginning with the January kit are available now. 
 
 
 
 


