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Here are some last minute gift ideas for you!  Enjoy! 
 
 
 

Tips for Mass Producing Cards 
by Alissa Trowbridge 

 
If you handcraft your Christmas cards each year, here are some tips to make your assembly go much easier! 

1. Choose a design with as few “cuts” (multiple pieces of different cut papers) as possible. 
2. Choose embellishments that come in multiples of the same thing (i.e. all ½” red buttons, green brads, 

stickers that are all the same, etc.) so you don’t struggle to make different pieces fit on your design. 
3. Cut all pieces and put in piles; stamp all images at the same time and set aside, etc. Basically have 

everything ready to go in piles in front of you. 
4. Assemble cards! 

 
The time you spend prepping will allow you to get your cards made and in the mail in no time at all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Carole {November Guest Designer} 
 

Hello Back Porch Memories, my name is Carole Stirrat and I am just so thrilled and 
honored to be your November Guest Designer! I call the Pacific Northwest home 
and currently live in Washington. I have been married for 11 years to Jay, my High 
School Sweetheart and best friend. I feel so lucky to have such an adoring hubby 
who supports my obsession! I am also grateful to be a stay at home mom, and proud 
to be a Navy wife. I started scrapbooking a little over three years ago while I was 
pregnant. I have a background in Fine Arts with a focus in oil painting, and before 
motherhood did many pieces on commission. The art of paper crafting holds a 
natural attraction for me, and documenting life in such a creative way is so fulfilling! 
I am in love with patterned paper, creating depth with layers, and experimenting with 
textures. The main focus for most of my layouts centers around my 3 year old 
daughter, Kiersten Belle. When I am not scrapbooking or daydreaming about my 
next project, I enjoy browsing my favorite blogs and trying my hand at cooking 
something gourmetish. Scrapbooking is a true passion and I am so happy to have the 
opportunity to share my work with you!! You can also find me on my blog www.carolestirrat.blogspot.com  

http://www.carolestirrat.blogspot.com/


Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Tami Floyd 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Use the FP Dude sheet of paper as the background. Adhere (2) 4x5 
photos atop of 10¼x7½” FP Bolt (cream side) with the bottom edge 
being torn. Cut 6x9¾” black cardstock and glue to left side of FP Dude. 
Now adhere the FP Bolt with the two photos attached to the base fitting 
it between the brackets. Glue 10¼x½” FP Little Guy (orange side) just 
below photos. Just below that, adhere 9½x1¼” piece of red CS cut with 
a zigzag bottom edge. Cut (2) 6x¾” pieces of FP Little Guy (striped 
side). Glue one piece to top edge of FP Bolt (cream) and the other piece 
just below the FP Little Guy orange. Cut 4x¼” strip of red CS and glue 
between photos. The top of the title comes from the FP sticker sheet. 
Take the “this boy” circle sticker and adhere it to black CS circle, then 
red CS circle, and apply to layout with pop dots. Cut the bracket journal 

spot from the sticker sheet in half and place on black CS, cut, and place centered below the photos. Place title as 
shown – I colored the Maya Road letters with black marker. Draw faux stitching across top and bottom with 
black and white pens. 
 
        15 Minutes 
 
Glue 10x¼” strip of red CS atop of cream pp just below the stripe pp 
making sure to slide piece behind the “this boy” circle. Above the striped 
paper, glue 4¾” pompom trim. Right above that, adhere 5” piece of 
ribbon. Thread three buttons and place them as shown on the layout. 
Place white dots with your pen on the black alphabet and a Pink Paislee 
cherry chipboard swirl under journal bracket. Take red paint and tip of 
small paintbrush to apply various small dots around the outside edge of 
the bracket as shown.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Scrapbook Shortcuts {Adhering Acetate} 

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 

Adhering clear, flexible embellishments with traditional adhesives is 
always a challenge. Whenever possible, I try to hide a dot of adhesive 
with another embellishment overtop. But that doesn’t always work! 
 
In the case of the filmstrip embellishment included in this month’s Solo, I 
wanted to use it in a long piece by itself. The problem? How would I 
adhere it to my layout so the adhesive wouldn’t show? I used staples! 
Yes, you can see the staples, but I loved the fun look they added. I just 
used regular office staples, but you could use colored staples to match 
your layout for an even more fun look. Quick and easy!  



 
 

{November Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com  

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  November Sketch            Alissa Trowbridge     
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http://www.pagemaps.com/


Altered Titles 
by Aleta Wills 

 
We have a ton of stuff available to us to use for our titles! From stickers, to chipboard to Thickers! But 
sometimes, it just doesn’t have that oomph we need. This month I have a tip on how to alter your titles. So drag 
out those stamps, embossing powder, and Stazon! 
  
For chipboard letters, either paint or ink them the desired color. Here I used pre-colored chipboard. Then I 
stamped with Versamark and embossed with UTEE to give a viney 3-D look. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And here I painted Thickers and then stamped with Stazon. You can use Stazon on to stamp directly on a 
Thicker, but I wanted them a bit more green, so I painted first. Of course, you probably want to try this with the 
foam or chipboard Thickers. I don’t think glitter and puffy ones would stamp well.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And of course, you can always doodle on your letters!  
 
So let’s see your prettied up titles! Post your altered titles in our gallery so we can all see how you’ve used this 
technique. 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note: Danielle was assigned to do our “Member Layouts” (layouts designed with both kits available to 
paying subscribers) this month. Her challenge column will be back next month. Look for it then! In the 
meantime, challenge yourself to try Aleta’s awesome altered titles technique. �   

 
 



Handmade Coasters 
By Deb Harter 

  
The holidays are fast approaching, and if you are looking of an inexpensive, easy, handmade gift idea, these 
coasters are perfect! They make great hostess gifts for all of those holiday parties, simple stocking stuffers, and 
even fun gifts for coworkers in your office just to let them know you were thinking of them.  
  
To make these coasters, you will need: 
4 (4 inch square) pieces of glass or Plexiglas 
patterned paper 
4 (4 inch square) pieces of cork 
Mod Podge 
foam brush 
craft knife and cutting mat 
bone folder 
scissors or paper trimmer 
ribbon 
  

Cut four pieces of patterned paper 
slightly larger than your glass 
squares. Brush Mod Podge all over the 
back of a piece of glass and adhere the 
patterned paper face down to the glass.  
  
Use a bone folder to smooth out the 
paper and ensure it adheres to the glass 
well.  

  
Let the Mod Podge dry and then trim the 
edges of the paper with a craft knife.  
  
Brush another layer of Mod Podge to the 
back of the paper (the bottom of the coaster) 
and adhere a piece of cork to the bottom of 
the coaster. Trim off edges of cork if needed 
with a craft knife after the Mod Podge dries. 
  
 
Stack four coasters and tie together with a pretty ribbon. Because the glass doesn’t absorb moisture, I 
recommend only using these for drinks that don’t “sweat.” Include your favorite hot beverage recipes like hot 
cocoa, cider, or eggnog, and you are done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note: Cute project, Deb! Scroll down to the end of our 
newsletter for some of Deb’s delicious hot beverage recipes.  



Christmas Advent Calendar 
by Audrey Tan 

 
It won’t be long before December is here and what a better time to welcome it with 
an Advent Calendar. Let the countdown to Christmas begins!  
 
I built my Advent Calendar from scratch, using 24 matchboxes. You can either get 
the craft matchboxes or simply get them from the supermarket (what you do with 
the matches, I leave that entirely to you!)  
 
Here are the instructions for creating this Advent Calendar. I was particularly 
inspired when I first saw them on the Net. Be warned, it’s addictive once you 
begin… 
 
Instructions: 

1. Gather 24 matchboxes. You can also make them using a matchbox template (Google to find the 
template). Paint the inside of the drawer in your chosen colour.  
 

2. Cover the front of the drawer in your chosen patterned paper. Then 
punch two small holes, thread with floss/ribbon and finish off by 
tying a button. That helps to pull the drawers out easily. You can 
easily replace using ribbon and brad, etc. Number your drawers 
from 1 to 24.  
 

3. Once all 24 drawers are done, put them back in their boxes and stack 3 
matchboxes on top of each other. You should have 8 stacks altogether. 
You can either arrange the boxes in order of their numbers or in a random 
manner. 
 

4. Cover each stack with patterned paper, ensuring that the drawers are free 
to open and close.  

 
5. Now arrange each stack adjacent to each other. Ensure the drawers are facing outward as seen here. 

 
6. Do the same for the other 4 stacks. Ensure that the drawers appear in the 

opposite direction from the other stack.  
 

7. Cut 2 covers from a piece of cardboard, just slightly bigger than the stack 
of boxes. These represent the top and bottom of the Advent Calendar. 
Cover them with patterned paper. 

 
8. Attached the bottom layer onto the chipboard. Do the same for 

the top layer. If you want to attach a handle, ensure this is done 
before adhering the top layer to the chipboard. 

  
9. Adhere the top and bottom layers of the boxes using double-

sided tape.  
 
10. Embellish the Advent Calendar. 

 
I had fun doing them. Will definitely be doing more as giveaways. If 
you do any, please show us by uploading to the gallery. 



Christmas Cones Tutorial  
by Niki Willaert 

 
I don’t think there is any other holiday that brings with it so much 
warmth and magic. Christmas time is one of my most favorite times of 
year and decorating my home with festive things that resemble the 
season delights my soul. I am someone who puts my decorations up 
early so I can enjoy them longer. Being a paper crafter, I am always 
looking for ways to incorporate beautiful Christmas scrapbook papers 
into things that can be displayed in my home. I began making these 
Christmas cones a couple years ago and just adore them. They are quite 
simple to make and provide many gift giving possibilities. I am sure you 
will have someone on your list that this project would suit perfectly!  
 
Supplies you will need:  
Heavier weight patterned paper 
Ruler 
Scissors 
Double-sided tape or strong glue 
Glue gun 
Various ribbons and trims 
Large eyelets 
Crop-a-Dile or hole punch 
Holiday themed embellishments 
 
Step 1 
Measure and cut a 10” X 10” piece of pattered paper. You can make your cone larger or smaller if you like; I 
think the 10” X 10” size works well for gift giving. However, I have made miniature versions to use as tree 
decorations. 

 
Step 2 
Flip your paper over and on the 
reverse side, measure out from one 
corner at 10” random points, 
marking your paper to form a dotted 
arch. See photo far left. 
 
 
Cut along the dots to form an arch. 
Your paper should look like the 
photo to the immediate left. 
 
 

 
Step 3 
Run some double-sided tape along one of the straight edges. Begin rolling your paper to form a cone shape. I 
found it easiest to form the tip/point of the cone first and then work my way up. The double-sided tape is very 
sticky, so make sure that you have the paper rolled how you like before removing the orange backing strip from 
your tape. Your paper will overlap some; don’t worry if the tip of your cone is not perfect. You can cover it up 
with an embellishment or ribbon. See photos next page. 
   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once you have your cone, take some ribbon, lace, paper or any other trim you fancy and adhere it around the 
top of your cone. I used a small hot glue gun to add dabs of glue to secure my trims to the top of the cone. Add 
a touch of ribbon to the tip of your cone is you like. In my example, I chose a piece of tassel trim. You could 
also affix a jingle bell or beads using a small piece of wire.  
 

Step 4 
Using a Crop-A-Dile or hole punch, punch two holes on either side of your cone 
about ½” down from the top. Set eyelets in the punched holes using the Crop-A-
Dile or an eyelet setter. Once set, run a piece of longer ribbon through the holes and 
tie off at either end to form a hanger for your cone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Step 5 
Now you are ready to embellish – my favorite part! Using 
assorted ribbons, flowers, words, jingle bells, etc., add 
embellishments to your cone to pretty it up. I am a lover 
of vintage looking Santa images and chose to add one to 
the base of my cone. I also used some flowers, pearls, 
Stickles glitter glue, holly paper leaves and buttons. Your 
possibilities are endless as far as embellishments – have 
fun with this part! �  
 
Step 6 
Fill your cone with whatever you like. I added some excelsior grass, a glittery berry sprig and a small flag that I 
made using a pipe cleaner and some music paper. You are now ready to give your little Christmas cone 
decoration to one lucky recipient or keep for yourself to enjoy!  
 
 
*Supply List 
Patterned Paper: Basic Grey; Santa die cut: K & Company; Flowers and paper holly leaves: Prima; Glitter sprig 
and present, pipe cleaner: Michaels; Tassel trim and ribbons: JoAnn Etc; Miscellaneous: music paper 
 



Hot Beverage Recipes 
by Deb Harter 

 
Here are some delicious recipes to include with your handcrafted coasters! 
 
Hot Apple Cider 
6 cups apple cider 
1/4 cup real maple syrup 
2 cinnamon sticks 
6 whole cloves 
6 whole allspice berries 
1 orange peel, cut into strips 
1 lemon peel, cut into strips 
 
Pour the apple cider and maple syrup into a large stainless steel saucepan. Place the cinnamon sticks, cloves, 
allspice berries, orange peel and lemon peel in the center of a washed square of cheesecloth; fold up the sides of 
the cheesecloth to enclose the bundle, then tie it up with a length of kitchen string. Drop the spice bundle into 
the cider mixture. Place the saucepan over moderate heat for 5 to 10 minutes, or until the cider is very hot but 
not boiling. Remove the cider from the heat. Discard the spice bundle. Ladle the cider into big cups or mugs, 
adding a fresh cinnamon stick to each serving if desired. 
  
Creamy Hot Cocoa 
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
3/4 cup white sugar 
1 pinch salt 
1/3 cup boiling water 
3 1/2 cups milk 
3/4 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/2 cup half-and-half cream 
 
Combine the cocoa, sugar and pinch of salt in a saucepan. Blend in the boiling water. Bring this mixture to an 
easy boil while you stir. Simmer and stir for about 2 minutes. Watch that it doesn't scorch. Stir in 3 1/2 cups of 
milk and heat until very hot, but do not boil! Remove from heat and add vanilla. Divide between 4 mugs. Add 
the cream to the mugs of cocoa to cool it to drinking temperature. 
  
Delicious Eggnog 
4 cups milk 
5 whole cloves 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
12 egg yolks 
1 1/2 cups sugar 
2 1/2 cups light rum 
4 cups light cream 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
 
Combine milk, cloves, 1/2 teaspoon vanilla, and cinnamon in a saucepan, and heat over lowest setting for 5 
minutes. Slowly bring milk mixture to a boil. In a large bowl, combine egg yolks and sugar. Whisk together 
until fluffy. Whisk hot milk mixture slowly into the eggs. Pour mixture into saucepan. Cook over medium heat, 
stirring constantly for 3 minutes, or until thick. Do not allow mixture to boil. Strain to remove cloves, and let 
cool for about an hour. Stir in rum, cream, 2 tsp. vanilla, and nutmeg. Refrigerate overnight before serving. 


