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Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
We are getting ready for Turkey, dressing, pies and Black Friday sales around here.  It has suddenly hit me that 
I am leaving town in a little over two weeks!  I promised my daughter that the recipe project I have been 
working on for her would be done in time for Christmas – oh no, I better get busy!  How are you doing with 
your Christmas projects?  Almost done? 
 
The design team has devoted this newsletter issue to holiday projects!  Take a look, they have done a fabulous 
job for you.  Then make sure you use your secret password and enjoy this months’ Page Plans sketched by Tami 
and designed by Lisa. 
 
As always, we are here to make creativity easy! 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Lindsey {November Guest Designer} 
 

Greetings! I'm Lindsey, aka LindseyK75 and I am just delighted to have the honor of 
guest designer for Back Porch Memories! I've been scrapping since 1999, when I 
wanted to "pretty up" my wedding planner. I married my husband, Doug, in 2000 and 
took to scrapbooking for my nephews and my still unfinished wedding album. Our son, 
Matthew, was born in 2003 and our daughter, McKenna, in 2006. Other than being at 
home with my kids, I also coach competitive gymnastics and choreograph floor 
routines some evenings. Scrapbooking has been such an outlet (lately, I've been using 
the term therapy!) for me, especially as a mostly stay-at-home mom, finding friends 
online with similar interests. It's always been about the fun of the art and preservation 
of memories for me, and it's been neat to watch my own photography skills and 
scrapbooking styles evolve. 

  
Please visit my blog: http://LindseysScraps.blogspot.com, where you can learn more about my two sketch blogs 
and view my resume. 
  
Special thanks, again, to Back Porch Memories, for choosing me to be November's guest designer! 

http://lindseysscraps.blogspot.com/


Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Jana Eubank 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Use a sheet of cardstock as the base to your layout. Add a 4.5" strip of 
patterned paper along the left side and then layer a few border strips and 
a length of knotted ribbon over the seam. Mount your focal point photo 
on a contrasting sheet of patterned paper. Adhere focal photo, as 
shown, spanning across the patterned paper, the border strips and the 
background cardstock. Add the two smaller, supporting photos in the 
upper right hand corner. Add a journaling spot and a title block. Spell 
out the title with letter stickers.  
 
Now didn't that come together 
FAST!?!  

                                                                                      
15 Minutes 
 
Use 5 more minutes to add some dimension to your page.  
 
Apply rub-ons to the top right hand corner and also to a couple 
of buttons. Adhere buttons to page as shown. Add a few jewels as 
accents on the border strips and the design on the rub-on and you have a 
page that looks detailed, but in reality, took you hardly any time at all! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Doodling with Rub-Ons} 

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 

Love the look of doodling on your pages? Me too! But you know what? I’m 
not very good at free handing them. Plus, all the detail work takes awhile! 
My solution? Rub-ons! The Crate Paper rub-ons in this month’s Medley kit 
are the perfect way to add a doodled look in no time at all.  
 
On the left side of my Pumpkin Patch layout, I rubbed on about ¾ of the 
green swirly rub-on and then topped it with a couple of buttons from the kit. I 
used the rest of this rub-on on the right page (you can see the whole two page 
spread in the gallery). Cutting your rub-ons is a great way to make them go a 
little further or fit a certain space on your layout. Use fine-tip scissors and 
just be careful where you snip. 
 
There you have it – doodling without, well, doodling! 
 



Photo Mojo 
{Holiday Photo Tips} 
by Michelle Swartzinski  

 
I love taking pictures of all my Christmas decorations – including the inside and outside trees. Here are some 
tips for helping you take the best holiday pictures – even with those tricky lights!  Be sure to stop by the 
message board and share your photos in the ‘Photo Mojo’ section! 
  
Shoot at Dusk -- the small amount of additional light will bring out the colors and finer details while preserving 
that natural glow. 
 
Use Your Camera's "Night Mode" -- this means your flash will not fire, so remember to rest your camera on 
a steady surface or tripod to allow for the longer exposure. 
  
Focus On Something Dark First -- try focusing (by depressing your shutter button half-way down) first on 
something dark within your subject area. Then, with the shutter still halfway depressed, physically aim your 
camera at the subject entirely and press the shutter all the way down. 
  
Manually Select A Lower ISO -- by choosing a lower film speed (100 or lower), you will get crisper nighttime 
photos (unless you move during shooting). This is why you must always use a tripod for night photography -- 
due to the long exposures. 
  
Manually Choose Your Exposure -- Most cameras allow you to manually change your camera's exposure 
compensation. Try -2. 

  

 
 

 
Use Your Stash   

{Rub-Ons and Jar Candles} 
by Michelle St.Clair 

  
Here is a quick and easy way to dress up jar candles. 
 

1. If the jar has a label on it, remove the label and clean the outside of the jar candle. 
2. Adhere rub-ons to the jar just like you do to paper. 
3. Tie a bow or ribbon around the top of the candle. And you're done. 

 
Simple! Quick! Easy! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



{November Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     November Sketch   Jana Eubank 
   

 
 Michelle St.Clair       Tami Floyd    Lindsey (Guest Designer) 
    

 
 
 
 

 
Quick Holiday Cards 

 
Don’t stress over your holiday cards! We have a quick and easy solution for you this year. Back Porch 
Memories is offering two different holiday card kits. Each kit comes with everything you need to whip up your 
cards in no time. You can have 24 handmade cards ready to send in less than two hours. Really!  
 
Check them out here by scrolling down, but be quick! Once they’re gone, our little elves will not be kitting any 
more this holiday season. 
http://www.backporchmemories.com/addons.htm 

http://www.pagemaps.com/
http://www.backporchmemories.com/addons.htm


How-To 
{Handmade Christmas Ornament} 

by Tami Floyd 
 

Every year I try to make cute little ornaments for the children in my 
family. They always contain a picture of the child from that year, but are 
always a little different in style. We love to look back every year when 
we put the tree up and see all the different photos and how much we’ve 
grown.   
 
Last year I didn’t have the time, so I never made them for the family 
members. I didn’t realize how much my sister and sister-in-laws really 
enjoyed receiving these little tokens for their trees. Well, this year I 
decided to get a jumpstart on these ornaments and share this idea with 
you in the same token.  
 

I hope you have fun making these simple ornaments for your family and friends! 
 
Supplies: 
 
CD or DVD Ribbon    Mod Podge    
Christmas Paper Flowers    Stickles 
Cropodile Sand Paper   Small Photo 
Foam Brush 
 
Instructions: 
 

1.  Take an old CD (I actually used some CD’s from old 
computer games my children no longer play) and sand both sides 
lightly so the paper will adhere well.  
       
 
 
 
2.  Place a good amount of Mod Podge on one side of CD with 
foam brush.  Take the CD and place it to the backside of the 
patterned paper. 
 
Let dry thoroughly and then cut from patterned paper. 

 
3.  Do the same thing for the other side. 
 
4.  Using your Cropodile, punch a hole where you would like the ribbon to hang from the 
ornament. 
 
5.  Now create a mini type of layout on the front of your CD and decorate with embellishments 
of your choice.  Take a small piece of ribbon and thread through the hole. Tie.  
 

Voila! You have yourself a pretty little “layout” to hang on your tree! 
 
     



Advent Calendar 
by Audrey Tan 

 
With Christmas fast approaching, it’s time to start preparing 
and what better way than an Advent Calendar! There are many 
different ways of doing an Advent Calendar and I decided to go 
for a simple one. It’s easy to make and can be re-use year after 
year. 
 
Instructions:  
1. Get a clipboard. Mine is about 17x13” in size.  
2. Paint the clipboard with red acrylic paint. Once dry, stamp 

snowflake images with white inkpad (I use Moonlight 
Brilliance dewdrop inkpad). 

3. To make the pockets, I use a 
Hot Off The Press envelope 

template. I find that double-side papers work best. Trace and cut out 24 
pockets and fold according to the instructions. To give a finishing touch to the 
pockets, I punched two holes, added eyelet and tie it with a ribbon (as seen in 
the example). 

4. I punch out little tags (these were from Quickutz), stamped the dates and 
added them to the front of the pockets. You can even arrange them in a 
random manner. 

5. Adhere the pockets to the clipboard. I placed them in rows of 4, separated in 6 
columns. 

6. Adhere a Christmas word on the top left side of the clipboard. 
7. Then add a Christmas cracker on the top right side of the clipboard. 
8. To decorate the clip, cut out a flowery image and adhere over it.  
9. Finally add ribbons so that it can be hung on the wall. 

Here’s the template for the pocket: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
December’s Solo will feature: 

Basic Grey Urban Prairie 
 

December’s Medley will feature: 
Bo Bunny Winter Whisper 
Dream Street Mairzy Doats 

Sassafras Lass Life at the Pole 
 

I am hoping to have the sneak peek up the day after Thanksgiving! 
 
 


