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Wow, can you believe how this year has flown by?  It is almost Christmas! (Ok, maybe not almost, but closer 
than I am ready for it to be).  If you are planning on making some Christmas gifts, now is the time to get started.  
The Back Porch Memories design team has been hard at work with this month’s newsletter. There are some 
great ideas to help your layouts go quickly giving you more time for projects! 
 
Enjoy! 
Paula 
 
 
 

You can see upcoming sneak peeks and future paper lines here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Jenny {October Guest Designer} 
 

Hi!  I'm Jenny...a SAHM to 3 boys! Harrison is my soccer playing, soon to be cub 
scouting 6-year old. Nevan is my 4-year old and typical middle child. UGH! And 
Pierson is my sweet and "terrible" 2-year old. One wonders how I ever get any 
scrapping done with three so close in age! Let's just say I LOVE bedtime! LOL!  
Once the house is quiet, that's my time to do my thing! I started scrapping in 2003 at 
a Creative Memories party and was instantly hooked! Of course, my style has 
evolved since then and is ever evolving. Currently, I seem to be leaning more toward 
the vintage-y/shabby chic style...using lots of neutral colors, distressing, and antique-
like embellies. (Kraft cardstock is my friend!!!)  But I can still crank out a fun and 
whimsical page too! It all depends on the picture I'm using and my mood! I love a 
good sketch, a good challenge, and a good competition...Especially if it makes me 
step outside of my little box! My current favorite technique to use on a page is 
stitching. I think it makes things look more finished. I've not been published in any 
paper magazines, but was once published is the Scrap Street e-zine. I was honored to 
win the 12x12 double page category for the 2009 Page Maps Anniversary Contest! 
 
I am currently a designer for the challenge blog www.momentsrecorded.blogspot.com. 
 
I live in NC.  

 
 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/sneakpeek.htm
http://www.momentsrecorded.blogspot.com/


Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Tami Floyd 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Use the Hazel cardstock as your base. Next cut 4½ x 10” piece of 
Remember. Tear the bottom edge on a diagonal. Glue that piece in the 
center of the page. Cut an 11 x 1¼” piece of Rethink and adhere it about 
5” from bottom edge of layout. Cut a 10¼ x 2” piece of Repeat and 
adhere it on top of the Rethink about ½”. Cut one thin strip of Repeat 
and use the striped side. Glue it just above the yellow Repeat. Take 
three small photos (2.5 x 1.5 is what I used) and mat them how you like. 
Place them on the Remember paper as shown. Use the bug sticker strip 
from the CC sticker sheet and apply it directly below the photos. Cut 
scallops from Cantaloupe cardstock and Rethink paper. Place them as 
shown on the sides on the sides of the Remember paper. Adhere your 
title and place journaling as I have on the layout. 

1
15 Minutes 

 
Cut clouds from Remember patterned paper. Place them in the left-hand 
corner. I pop dotted the middle cloud. Cut bird from CC stickers and 
place above cloud. Mat the sticker tags and place them as shown and 
draw swirls. Adhere CC chipboard heart in the center of photos. I used 
the CC heart ribbon from the Medley add-on to accent the chipboard 
heart in the center, and I also placed one 10¾” piece of the same ribbon  
atop of the yellow Repeat just under the striped PP. Place chipboard 
swirl just below the title coming off of the bottom photo as shown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tool Review {Curvy Cutter}   by Michelle Swartzinski 
 
I love the look of circles on my layouts but cannot cut them without 
help! I have been using my Curvy Cutter a lot lately. It’s very easy to 
use. I would recommend this tool for your stash! 
  
This is a link to the EK Success site explaining how to use the Curvy 
Cutter. I tried using mine with a self-healing mat and it really did not 
cut as nice as when I used my glass mat:  
http://www.eksuccess.com/pdfs/product_7685.pdf 
  
Here’s a layout I created using my Curvy Cutter to cut pictures and 
paper. I used my ‘distresser’ tool to rough up the circles for a messier 
look. 

  
I can’t wait to see what you create using the Curvy Cutter – be sure to post your layouts in the gallery! 

http://www.eksuccess.com/pdfs/product_7685.pdf


{October Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com 
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     Alissa Trowbridge            Tami Floyd      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
     
      Audrey Tan             Jenny {October Guest Designer} 

 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Challenge! {Trash to Stash} 
by Danielle Calhoun 

 
I don't know about you, but when I open my packaging, I am always looking for ways to incorporate it in my 
layouts and projects. When I opened up my Medley kit this month, I was happy to see a few pieces of "trash" 
that I would be able to use!  

 
Look at this packing for jewels. What do you see when you look at this?  Do you just see 
some jewels and a package to throw away? 
 
Right when I saw this, I knew I could use the backing of the package and cut out those 
beautiful flowers! Even better, I had the jewels to put on them! A perfect embellishment 
for my page! I hand cut the flowers, and used them as a border on my photos. They were 
perfect! 
 
Here is a close up of my packing used 
on my layout: 
 

 
 
And here is a photo of the layout. 
 
Next time you do a layout, try and look at your trash a bit differently! It 
will really stretch your supplies, and give you so much more possibility 
to your pages and projects.   
 
Editor’s Note:  
Start saving cool packaging and look for Danielle’s challenge as it 
relates to this article, coming to our “challenges” forum on November 
1st! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts {Take the Stick Out of Stickers} 
by Alissa Trowbridge 

 
When choosing paper, I love to see coordinating sheets of stickers. They’re 
usually much less expensive than the other matching embellishments. I also 
love all the ways I can use them! 
 
The most obvious way to use stickers is to stick them directly to your project. 
However, I love to add a bit of dimension and “pop.” But a sticker is flat, right? 
Not if you take the stick out of it! Either brush on a bit of baby powder (really!) with a dry paint brush, or just 
tack it against your clothes a few times to pick up lint until it’s no longer sticky. Then add foam dots to the back 
and adhere. This is also a great way to use stickers over something bulky, since the bulk underneath won’t show 
by raising the sticker. On this card, the ribbon would have shown through the front of a flat sticker. 
 
Try it! I bet you’ll discover a new love for stickers. 



Creating Felties 
by Audrey Tan 

 
When I first saw the felties by Sassafras and Basic Grey, I thought they were adorable. I always enjoyed 
creating my own embellishment so I thought I would give it a go at it. 
 
I started first by looking for a bold image and stamped onto a felt using a StazOn black inkpad (other substitutes 
include Brillance inkpad). I chose this particular flower image. Stamp on two different colour felt (photo, left). 
Cut it out. Cut the second flower image closer to the inner flower. Layer them and finish it off with a stitched 
button (photo, right): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having had fun with the first one, I proceeded to create a few more and came up with these: 
 

 

 
What I did was simply layer upon the first image in a different colour felt, akin to decoupage. Finish off by 
either adding a button, gemstones or even stitching.  
 
Here’s an example of a card I created using one of the felties: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope I’ve inspired you to take your stamps out to have a play! Do show us what you have done by uploading 
to the BPM gallery!  


