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School days, school days… Some of you have been in the swing of the new school year for a couple of weeks 
now and others are just gearing up for the year. And still others of us have school under our belts, right?  
 
Whatever your place in life, let this new school year be a new beginning for your scrapping, too. Learn a new 
technique. Make a scrappy goal for yourself. Challenge yourself to use your supplies in a different way. Make 
time for the hobby you love. 
 
Unsure of how to get started? We can help! Our Design Team posts monthly challenges on the first of each 
month. This newsletter, and all of our past issues, are packed full of fresh ideas and fun techniques. Get 
involved with us here at Back Porch Memories this school year and add to your scrapbooking knowledge. To 
get started, check out everything we’re into on our message board at www.backporchmemories.com/mboard 
 
Have a great 2010-2011 year! 
 
Paula 
 
 
 

 
Meet Misty {August Guest Designer} 

 
Hi there! I am Misty Willis…aka mommyof5kidz. I live in New Caney, TX with my 
husband of 16 years, my 5 kids, and a very spoiled mastiff that thinks he should have 
his own bedroom!  
 
While I have several hobbies, my passion is scrapbooking. I was first introduced to 
scrapbooking as an art form about 13 years ago at a Creative Memories class. It took 
hold of my "heart strings'..plain and simple. With 5 kids, the Kodak moments are in 
abundance around my house...and the layout possibilities are endless! The subject of 
most of my layouts is typically one or all of my kiddos, but occasionally, I will toss in a 
random layout about my hubby...just to remind him that I actually DO still love 
him! LOL.   
 
I love the idea of leaving my children with albums full of my wishes and hopes for their future. I love that I can 
do anything that I want to do on the pages and with the photos...and I LOVE that there are NO RULES when it 
comes to scrapbooking! Cutting paper, gluing embellies, and glitzing and spritzing are some of my most 
favorite activities of all time!  
 
While my family adores the albums that I create, they do NOT share my passion for paper...which makes me so 
very glad to be able to have YOU all to share it with! I am so excited to be a Guest for the month of August! It 
is truly an honor...and I can't wait to get to know everyone better! 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Tami Floyd 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Use a piece of Fawn cardstock as your base. I had one half of the sun 
left after using it on a previous layout, so I placed it on a diagonal on the 
left, top side. Cut a 3½x6¼” of Poolside and then glue next to the sun. It 
will need to be slightly placed under the sun pp at the top. Cut 2½x9” 
piece of Bahama Striped towel pp with torn edge. Glue right underneath 
other papers. Cut 9½x1” piece of yellow cs and use a scalloped border 
punch on one side. Glue over striped pp. I had one tiny strip of blue pp 
(¼x9½ ) left over from a previous layout and decided to use that atop of 
the striped pp. Mat a 5x7 photo atop of the Watermelon cs and then glue 
over the sun and blue papers covering the void. Adhere the included 
MME journal card slightly angled to the right and under the photo. 
Place BEACH chipboard sticker atop of the journal card and use the 

MLS letters to finish off your title. I outlined letters and cardstock sticker with a brown pen. 
 
        15 Minutes 
 
Glue three of the Prima flowers to the lower left corner of the photo. 
Place a sticker from the Boardwalk stickers included above the flowers. 
Cut an 8x1” piece of Orange basket, then scallop bottom edge and glue 
just underneath striped pp. Cut two small strips of scalloped edge 
papers of both the Orange Basket & Hibiscus with the finished pieces 
measuring 3½x¼ in. Place as shown on the top, right portion of layout.   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts {Focal Point Photo}  
by Alissa Trowbridge 

 
Many of you probably know layouts really “pop” with an emphasis on a 
focal point photo. Usually, this is the best photo out of the group, one 
that clearly shows what the page is about, etc.  
 
Here on the right side of my “April” layout, I wanted to bring attention 
to the picture of my husband and me. It was easy to have it enlarged to a 
5x7 when I had my photos printed. Then, I use the cut out of the leaves 
and birds to draw even more attention to it. Easy! 
 
If you want to see the rest of my two-page layout, check out the August 
Design Team Gallery on our message board. 



{August Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com  

   
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
        August Sketch              Michelle Swartzinski 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
      Alissa Trowbridge    Deb Harter 
 
 
 
 
 

Tool Review {Tim Holtz Tonic Scissors} 
by Michelle Swartzinski 

 
I have tried lots of different types of craft scissors and these are honestly the 
best I've ever used. They easily trim tight or narrow spots because of the fine 
tipped precision blades and my hands do not hurt after a couple hours of 
cutting because of the comfy handles. Another great thing is the blades do not 
get gummy when cutting adhesives. They will cut through the ends of brad 
prongs but also easily cut through ribbon without fraying it. I would definitely 
recommend these scissors – I love them!  
 
Here is a layout I created where I did a lot of cutting into the pattern 
paper…was very easy with these scissors…no craft knife needed! 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Incorporating Stitching into Scrapbooking 
by Deb Harter 

  
Stitching is a fun and easy way to add special touches to your layouts and cards, and you don't have to be an 
expert seamstress in order to achieve great results.  
  
Hand stitching is an easy way to accent a page, and you have full control over it. If you don't have a sewing 
machine, or are not comfortable using a sewing machine on your pages, hand stitching is an easy alternative. It 
can be time consuming, so unless you have ample time to spend, keep your stitched areas small. Use a paper 
piercer to punch holes before you start, and you can space the holes as close together as you like. I used DMC 
floss to hand stitch the circles on this page. 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Machine stitching is much faster than hand stitching, and depending on the kind of machine you have, can offer 
a wide variety of options and stitch designs. I like using contrasting colors with machine stitching so that the 
smaller thread shows up well against the background. 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you know how to crochet or knit, you can add your own custom embellishments to any page. Whip up little 
flowers, or use crochet thread to make your own lacy trims. I crocheted the dark pink flower on this page with 
acrylic yarn, and then attached the button with DMC floss. I love being able to combine two different hobbies 
into one!  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Don't be intimidated by stitching. Practice on scrap paper until you are comfortable with it, and don't worry if it 
isn't perfect. Mistakes add character to a page! You can always do faux stitching too with pens or stamps! Have 
fun with it, and don't forget to share your work with us in the Back Porch Memories gallery!  



How-To {Yo-Yo Flowers} 
by Aleta Wills 

 
Supplies: fabric, needle, thread, button or brad, and glue (optional) 
 
1.  Cut a circle from a piece of fabric twice the size you want the finished flower to be. For example, for a 2-
inch flower, cut a 4-inch circle from your fabric.  It does not need to be perfect! 
 
2. Thread your needle and knot one end of the thread about 2 inches up. Staying on the edge of the circle, sew in 
and out around the edge. It’s okay if you pull and it gathers. Continue until you get back to the beginning. 
 

 
 
3.   Pull both sides of thread, gathering circle closed, and tie securely in a knot. 
 

 
 
4.  Flatten your flower out, adjusting the gathers until you have the look you want. Use a fabric or all-purpose 
glue to secure if desired (optional). 
 

 
 
5. Sew or glue a button in the middle, or use a large brad, it should push easily through the fabric. Enjoy your 
Yo-Yo flower! 
 

 


