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Even though I love the unstructuredness of summer, it is always wonderful to get back to a routine when fall 
comes around and school starts again.  Now is the time I can begin all of those projects that I have wanted to 
try.  But wait, maybe I should finish the ones that aren’t quite complete – yet.  And then there are the Christmas 
cards I want to make this year. And what about the gifts, it is always nice when a handmade gift is well 
received.   
 
If any of this sounds familiar, we want to be here to help you out wherever you may be in your journey!  If you 
have never tried out the Page Plans, please take a look at them – they are sure to help you get more pages done 
quicker than ever.  If a sketch is what you need to get creative, try out the one in this newsletter issue.   
 
Life is busy, let’s help each other! 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 

Meet Nikki {August Guest Designer} 
 

My name is Nikki and I, like all of you, am a die-hard scrapper! I absolutely 
love this hobby as it gives me a good stress release at the end of the day! I've 
been scrapping for about 8 years now. It started when I agreed to fill a chair 
at a Stampin' Up party my sister was having… lo and behold, I became 
addicted to scrapping and stamping that day!  

I've been married to my hubby, Jeff, for 18 years and he is very supportive of 
this crazy hobby. I have one terrific 12-year-old son, AJ, who with my 
husband, are the basis for most of my layouts.  

My style has changed quite a bit since I started and I would say it has 
evolved into a fairly "eclectic" style. Pretty much anything goes for me! I 

love paint, alcohol inks, chipboard - you name it! I love to get messy sometimes too! I mostly scrap layouts, art 
journal pages, ATC's and mini albums, and find some time everyday to scrap. I travel for work and always pack 
my tote full of scrappy things to keep me busy while I'm out on the road!  

I am honored to have been chosen as a Guest DT member for Back Porch Memories and look forward to 
creating some fun pages and projects with the August kit as well as getting to know all of you!  



Photo Mojo 
{Eye Level Tip} 

by Michelle Swartzinski 

 
Direct eye contact can be as engaging in a picture as it is in real life. When taking a picture of someone, hold 
the camera at the person's eye level.  

For children and pets, that usually means stooping to their level. Your subject doesn't have to stare at the camera 
-- all by itself that eye level angle will create a personal and inviting feeling that pulls you into the picture. Also, 
if you get down on their level they usually respond to you in a different way and this will often give you 
pictures that would not be possible for another angle. 

Practice taking eye level pictures and come share them in the ‘Photo Mojo’ section of the message board – I 
would love to see them! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tags�
by Michelle St.Clair 

 
Tags can be used for titles, journaling, as a photo mat, or decoration on a 
layout. On my "Friday" layout, I cut off one inch from the bottom of the 
tag to add my layout title. I used the rest of the tag for journaling. 
  
You don't have to use tags on a layout. Decorate a tag and add to a gift 
bag. I created a bookmark with my tag.  I inked and stamped and added 
faux stitching with a pen. Go ahead and try some new techniques on a 
tag. 
  
Maybe even make a fun little mini book 
with your favorite quotes or miniature 
photos to carry with you. 

Editor’s Note: Try some of these ideas 
with the tags your exclusive Back Porch Memories embellishments came on this 
month! Simply turn them over for a blank slate. What a great way to use every bit 
of your kit! 



{August Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com 
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Audrey Tan            Alissa Trowbridge                 Nikki (Guest Designer) 
 

 
 
 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Popped Embellishments} 
by Alissa Trowbridge 
 
An easy way to give your embellishments dimension is to back them 
with pop dots. Here, I cut out flower embellishments from a sheet of 
patterned paper and layered them to my page with a couple of foam 
dots. This is one side of a spread. Click here to see the full view: 
http://www.backporchmemories.com/gallery2/showphoto.php?photo
=4066  
 
Try this idea with stickers, Primas or other pre-made embellishments 
for a quick, high-end look! 

http://www.pagemaps.com/
http://www.backporchmemories.com/gallery2/showphoto.php?photo=4066


Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Jana Eubank 

 
10 Minutes 
 
The greens and oranges of the Kimberly Poloson Cabana Blooms 
paper reminded me of the fall when the leaves on oak 
trees change from green to orange. I immediately thought of these 
photos of my sister and I and decided to use this paper line to scrap 
them.  
 
You can never go wrong using cardstock as the base of your layout, 
and that is what I decided to do here. Next I cut a large block of 
patterned paper just a little bit taller than my focal point photo. I 
adhered my focal photo and then matted the entire block on a 
contrasting color. I tore the bottom edge for some interest.  
 
I always like to anchor my photo groupings with a strip of patterned 

paper. I love how the striped patterned paper appears as though I have layered several different patterns 
together! Fast and easy!  
 
To create a "home" for my title and journaling I stacked three of the Tim Holtz journaling tickets. 
 
       15 Minutes 
 
There were still a few open areas on my page that needed a little 
TLC.  
 
I love how fast it was to embellish these areas with the Heidi Grace 
flocked flourish accent. I didn't even have to break out the adhesive 
and flock . . . it was just ready to go . . . and matched the fuzzy 
texture of the Cabana Blooms paper perfectly!  
 
I still had a few minutes left, so I quickly cut out the damask flourish 
pattern from a sheet of patterned paper. It anchored my top left 
corner perfectly! A couple of dimensional stickers overlapping the 
flourish and focal photo "connects" everything together nicely.  
 
 

 
 

Message Board Happenings 
{Contests} 

 
You’re invited to join us on our message board! Every month, our fabulously talented design team takes turns 
coming up with new challenges to spark your creativity and get you scrapping. A prize drawing is held at the 
end of the month from all entries, too. Look for new challenges posted on the first of each and every month! 
 
We also hold a Guest Design Team Contest! If you’ve ever wondered how we chose our guest designers, this is 
it. Try out by checking the “contests” forum in the message board. The next month’s contest details are usually 
posted by the 20th. There’s also a prize drawing from all entries for this contest, too! 



How-To Project 
{Paint Technique} 

by Tami Floyd 
 
 

Supplies: 
 
Acrylic paint (two to three colors) 
Two to three foam brushes 
Repositionable glue stick 
Canvas 
Die cuts 
Rubber cement glue 
Black marker 
Alphabet letters for title or quote 
Liquid glue 
 
Instructions: 
 
1.  Apply the repositionable glue to the back of 
your die cuts and place them where you’d like 
on the canvas. Now I painted my canvas a very 
light color yellow and even wiped most of the 
paint off for a lighter background, but you can 
just leave it white. It will depend what you like 
and your color combo. 
 

2.  After the die cuts are positioned and adhere firmly, take the rubber cement glue and 
drizzle in a circular motion around the entire canvas overlapping the die cuts. Let the 
rubber cement glue dry.  
  
3.  Squirt some of your color choices on a plate. Now using a separate foam brush for each color, start painting 
the canvas by “dabbing” the paint not brushing back and forth.  Blend the colors, but don’t over do it on a brush 
of a different color. Keep “dabbing” the canvas until the entire thing is cover and has the look that you desire. 
Let dry completely. 
 

4.  Remove die cuts and rubber cement 
entirely.  You can now outline your die 
cut  area with a black marker to make 
them “pop” as I have the birds on my 
canvas. 
 
5.  Apply your title or quote to canvas 
with an appropriate glue.  I used Scrappy 
Glue by Magic Scraps, but I’m most 
certain any type of liquid glue would 
work. 

 
Remember this technique can be used not only for a canvas, but also for a background on a layout or in a 
journal. Whatever the purpose, just have fun creating it! 

 
 



Jazzing Up Your Patterned Paper 
by Audrey Tan 

 
Ever so often, I come into possession a sheet of plain patterned paper and I have this immense urge to jazz it up. 
Well, these days, it’s easy to do so with a bottle of glimmer mist and some stencils. Recently I received a box of 
Tattered Angels stencils and I lost no time in playing with them.  
 
Stamp an image randomly onto the patterned paper. Then, having chosen the desired stencil, 
stick it down unto the patterned paper using repositionable glue. Using a bottle of glimmer 
mist, spray onto it. In order to avoid blobs of glimmer mist, the bottle is best held at least 12” 
away and sprayed lightly. Slowly build up layers of spray to get the desired color. This is 
how it should look like, a watermark image of the stencil. 
 
Now scrapped accordingly as desired. Usually less is more, as I want the stenciled image to 
show. Here’s what I’ve created. As it’s not evident from the layout, I’ve also included a close up view of the 
layout. Based on the theme of my layout, the image represents ‘flame’ shooting upwards.  
 

So the next time you want to give a new lease 
of life to patterned paper, trying jazzing it up. 
You’ll be surprised how different it will look 
after a few squirts from a bottle of glimmer 
mist and a stencil. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

In the next few months Back Porch Memories will be featuring some popular paper lines that 
you are going to want to get your hands on!  Please help me out by taking note of what’s 
coming up so you won’t purchase it before your kit comes out.  I know it is sometimes really 
hard to wait, but I appreciate it when you do : ) 

Coming up soon: 

Scenic Route Sonoma and Surprise 
Bo Bunny Splendor 

Pink Paislee Vintage Moon 
WRMK Nonsense 

Fancy Pants All Fall 
Crate Paper Lemongrass 

October Afternoon Hometown 
 

See next month’s sneak peek here! 


