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Shhh, don’t tell, but for this month only I am giving everyone that reads this newsletter the username and 
password to BOTH sets of plans.  The password is typically only included in the monthly kit, but I am so 
excited I wanted you to see them! 
 
Join me on the message board welcoming TWO new design team members.  Back Porch Memories is lucky to 
add Michelle Swatzinski and Michelle St Clair to the team.  And if you have noticed this months’ guest 
designer is named Michelle, too, it must be something about that name : )  The gallery is stuffed full of the most 
gorgeous layouts you have ever seen, be sure to take a look and feel free to scraplift! 
 
 
Until next month, 
Paula 
 
Page Plans 
Solo Page Plans – username: backporch    password: burst 
Medley Page Plans – username: backporch     password: delight 
   
 
 

 
 

Meet Michelle {June Guest Designer} 
 

HI! My name is Michelle Lanning (michelle*l) and I am so excited to have been 
chosen as guest designer here at Back Porch Memories! I reside in sunny 
Southern California with my awesome hubby Mike and beautiful daughter 
Alyson, whom are my favorite subjects to scrap! I am a first grade teacher and 
love the rewards of teaching children. But after a long day, and the family is 
sleeping, I love to de-stress by scrapping.   
 
Scrapping started as a fun pastime - but quickly turned into a passion, especially 
after the birth of my daughter. I have gone through many changes as a 
scrapbooker and am still discovering in what style I am most comfortable 
scrapping in. One thing that does not change is my love of scrapping the 

memories of our family - those little moments that seem so trivial in just photos but can become so much more 
with journaling, paper and embellishments. It is all about telling the best story I can so that future generations 
will see what our lives were like.  
 
I can't wait to get my hands on the beautiful Back Porch kit and get to scrappin'! 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/members.htm


Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 
by Jana Eubank 

 
{10 Minutes}  
 
Sketches can be a great resource to help you speed through a layout 
quickly. The design part of it is already figured out and all you have to 
do is plug in the pieces. For this one, I found a sketch by Janelle 
Richmond online.  
 
I cut a strip of blue patterned paper to anchor the grouping, using a 
scallop punch along the bottom to add interest. Instead of blocks of 
patterned paper, I used the journaling stickers . . . so easy! I layered a 
few of them to give my title and journaling some separation. Add a few 
lengths of ribbon for embellishment, and you are done lickety-split! 
 
 

 
{15 Minutes} 
 
To give the photo a little bit more weight I added a block of blue 
patterned paper behind it.  
 
Tear the top edge of the background paper and then add a contrasting 
piece of patterned paper behind it for a little fun.  
 
Finally, layer a few flowers from your stash, topping them off with an 
adorable fabric brad. 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Chalk Ink Colorizing} �

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 

Sometimes an embellishment needs a little something extra to make a project come 
together. In the case of this card, the white velvet flower got a little washed out next 
to the white in some of the other papers. My solution? Chalk ink! 
 
To colorize an embellishment, simply brush a new, juicy chalk inkpad over it. Allow 
to dry between each coat. Then brush on more coats until you get the desired color. 
I’ve found a newer ink works better than an old one for richer color.  
 
Not only does this work with the velvet included in this month’s Solo Kit, but try it 
with chipboard, paper Prima flowers, silk flowers or any other embellishment you 
want to change up or accent! 

 



Playing with Grungeboard 
by Tami Floyd 

 
If you’re anything like me, you buy the cool new products and then let them sit unused waiting for the right 
moment. Well, when Paula brought up the idea of demonstrating techniques with Grungeboard, I jumped at the 
chance. I just needed the push to open that package of cool, leathery, suede-like chipboard I bought last 
November and play with it. 
 

 
The first thing I decided to do was use Glimmer Mist (turquoise). 
This went on so easy with just a few sprays.  The coverage was 
AWESOME!   
 
 
 
 

 
From there I decided to ink and apply glaze. I used one of the 
hinges and inked it entirely with walnut ink and then added 
touches of Making Memories gold glaze for a classic rustic look. 
 

 
I then decided I would stitch on a piece of Grungeboard. I painted a star with a few 
coats of yellow paint. After letting it dry thoroughly, I poked holes in each point and 
then in the center. I proceeded to stitch a star-like center with ease.   
 
 

 
 
Another technique I wanted to try was embossing. I chose the 
small crown and applied embossing glue and then gold 
embossing powder to adorn it. I love how this turned out! 
 
 

 
 
It was then time to try alcohol inks. I must say this is the first 
time I’ve used these and the application was easy peasy! 
 
 
 
 

 
What else could I do? Oh, yes, it was then time to try the flock. I 
painted the butterfly wings a light shade of pink and while still 
wet I added flock.  
 

 
My next technique was to involve a couple different effects. I first 
started by taking the large heart, embossing it with a Cuttlebug 
embossing plate, painting it and then inking the raised surfaces 
with silver ink. 
 
 

I chose the medium-sized skull for one of my favorite techniques 
– crackling! I painted the skull pink, applied the crackle medium 
and then black paint. I will be using this soon on a layout for 
sure! 

 
 
Using one of the oval centers from a bookmark plate, I painted it with Making 
Memories blue glaze and thenstamped it with an older Back Porch Memories 
stamp (beautiful). Nice effect! 



 
 
My final technique actually involved using a cut piece from a 
sheet of Grungeboard and running it through my Revolution 
using a photo corner die. I will say it was a little tough to do, 
however another manual die cut machine might not be as 
difficult. I inked the photo corner and then added 
dimensional glaze for an extra touch. 
 
I hope I’ve inspired you to take that Grungeboard out of the package and embellish it in your own unique way! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

June Sketch 
selected from www.pagemaps.com 

 

 
 June Sketch                               Michelle Swartzinski 
 

 
           Michelle Lanning      Alissa Trowbridge 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Glitter 
by Michelle StClair 

 
We all need a little sparkle in our lives. So add a little glitter to your scrap projects too. 
  

{Miss You} Card 
 
To create the sparkle on this card,I adhered a 7gypsies rub-on to some paper and 
added red glitter to the image. 
 
I attached the flower to the card with a pre-glittered brad. 
 
As a final touch, I used some Ranger stickles red glitter glue to add a little 
sparkle to the dots in the pattern paper. 
  
 
 

 
{The Graduate} Layout 
 
The photo on this layout was so bright and shiny, it seemed only 
proper to add a little sparkle to the layout. To create the sparkle on 
this layout,I used some glitter letter stickers. 
 
I covered the Grungeboard with Ranger Stickles red glitter glue. As a 
final touch, I used some Ranger stickles red glitter glue to add a little 
sparkle to the dots in the pattern paper. 
  
And yes. When I was done with these projects, I had to hide the 
glitter or else my graduate would be making everything sparkle. �  
 

 
     
 

 
 

Doodling 
by Audrey Tan 

 
Who would have that the simple doodling you did in the classroom during boring 
lessons would make its way into scrapbooking?! These days, you can easily buy 
templates to aid in the doodling process, if you are unable to doodle freehand. 
However, there is also another method you could use to aid in doodling, using a 
stamped image. 
 
Stamping is fast becoming popular in scrapbooking. A lot of scrapbooking 
manufacturers are jumping on the bandwagon and producing their own acrylic 
stamps. Hence, what better way than using a stamped image as a base for doodling? 
Here are some examples whereby I’ve made use of stamped images to enhance my 
doodling process. 
 



In my layout, I’ve incorporated a few stamped images. I’ve made use of them to 
jumpstart my doodling. I’m not good at doodling freehand but using the 
stamped image as a base for doodling makes it easier.  
 
I stamped a border of circles and chose a few to doodle on it. The doodling 
certainly changed the look of the circles entirely.  
 
 

 
You can give new look to stamped letters by simply making 
it 3-dimensional. In this example, after stamping the letters, I 
added a few extra lines and voila, it made the letters much 
fuller. This goes for thin lines too. Simply doodle on it to 
give it a different look altogether. 
 

 
Finally, doodling works very well on stamped creatures too. In this stamped owl image, I added 
more lines and dots and made him a wee bit unique.  

 
So the next time you fancy having a go at doodling but are stuck in a rut, try doodling on a 
stamped image. Give your stamped image a new look simply by adding a couple of lines and 
dots. Have fun! 

 
 

 
 

Photo Mojo {Fill the Frame} 
byMichelle Swartzinski 

  
Fill the frame with as much of the subject as you can. This can be done by getting as close as you can to your 
subject so that it fills the viewfinder, or simply changing your angle or perspective. Telephoto lenses are great to 
use for zooming in on a subject, but it is better to get as physically close to your subject as possible rather than 
zoom in on it. If you are showing people involved in an activity, be sure that you are close enough to be able to 
see what they are doing. 
  
You can also crop the picture to get this effect.  Any distracting background is eliminated, and the viewer is 
forced to focus on what is important in the picture.  I love this technique and I am sure you will too. Fill the 
frame with your subject!  Stop by the message board and share your “Fill the Frame” pictures in the 
photography section. 
  
Below are some examples of using “Fill the Frame”…. 

 


