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Happy summer! 
 
I hope you’ve been enjoying your summer so far. Here in Alaska, people love to play hard during the summer 
months, taking advantage of the long daylight hours. Who can blame us? It’s nature’s way of thanking us for 
the long winters we experience! 
 
This month’s kits are sure to help you scrap your summer memories. Along with the Crate Paper in the kit, the 
We R Memory Keepers and Fancy Pants papers in the Medley kit are absolutely perfect for your summertime 
pictures. And the Basic Grey papers in our Solo kit would make a great kit to scrap those Father’s Day photos, 
among others! 
 
Here’s to making great summertime memories! 
 
 
Paula 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meet Crystal {June Guest Designer} 

 
Hello! I am so excited to be chosen for the June guest designer! 
  
My name is Crystal Clayson. I am married to my best friend Brock, and we have two 
wonderful children. Chloe, who is 5, and Cavan who is 3. I'm a young mom at 25, 
and I also work full time. But you better believe I make time for scrapbooking! 
  
I was one of those people who gave myself every excuse not to scrapbook. It was too 
expensive, I never have my pictures developed, where do I start?.... 
  
Then my best friend came over lugging a huge rolling suitcase of her products and 
papers and the pages she had done. I was in love! Together we began scrapping every 

week, and now two years later I am thoroughly obsessed! 
  
I would call my style "random" if there is such a thing! I'm not one of those people who scrap in chronological 
order. I flip through my pictures and papers and I wait until something strikes me. I love colorful vibrant pages 
with lots of textures and embellishments. I'm always trying new techniques, and really I'm just learning as I go. 
  
I'm so excited to get to know everyone, and hopefully provide some inspiration! Thanks for having me! 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Deb Harter 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Use brown cardstock as your base. Cut a 11x6" piece of the yellow dot 
paper. Round the top two corners and ink edges. Adhere to the top half 
of the cardstock, leaving about 1/2" cardstock edge showing. Cut a 
11x5" piece of the floral paper. Round the bottom two corners and ink 
edges. Adhere to the lower half of the cardstock, again, leaving about 
1/2" edge. Cut/punch a scallop border with the orange paper. Ink the 
edges and adhere across the center of the page where the dot and floral 
papers meet. Cut a 1/2" strip of the stripe paper. Ink the edges and 
adhere that just above the scallop border. Adhere the brown ribbon 
across the middle of the orange scallop border and the stripe paper. Add 
photos. For my page, I used a 5x7" photo on the top and a 3x4" photo on 
the bottom. Add title with a mix of alphas. Add journaling tag. 

                      
  15 Minutes 
 
Add some dimension to the page with the Max and Whiskers stitched 
flowers. Add the lace doily ribbon just below the title. I also added the 
dates to the pictures with mini number stickers. 
 
There you go! A quick, easy and great looking layout no matter how 
much time you have! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts {Tape Accents}  
by Alissa Trowbridge 

 
The Basic Grey tapes in this month’s Solo are so versatile! With the look 
of ribbon but the ease of a sticker, they’re super easy and quick to use. 

 
On my “Pan 4 Gold” layout, I used two pieces - the blue strip on the left 
side and the lacey looking black piece on the right. The thing to 
remember when using this sort of tape is that taking the backing off the 
more intricate pieces is a little more difficult. I used a paper piercer to 
help pick up the edge of the backing. Once I got it started, the backing 
came off easily. Rather than measuring each piece perfectly, I cut off 
pieces a bit longer than I needed. Then, once I got the tape where I 
needed it, I could just trim off the excess. This saved a bit of time and I 

could use the scraps on another layout. 
 
Quick, easy and looks great – that’s my kind of product! 



{June Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com  
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          Danielle Calhoun    Crystal Clayson {June Guest Desiger} 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Michelle Swartzinski    Alissa Trowbridge 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Tool Review {Martha Stewart Tinsel Glitter}  
by Michelle Swartzinski 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month I ‘finally’ tried my Martha Stewart Tinsel Glitter…LOVED the results.  This glitter is perfect for 
adding sparkle to any scrapbook layout, card or craft project.  You can buy the glitter in a pack or by individual 
color…inexpensive and very easy to use. I recommend this product! 
 
I tried using the glitter a few different ways: 
 
*  Wide tip glue pen…added glitter…let dry and then used a punch. 
 
*  Glue pen…I wrote BPM and underlined it…sprinkled glitter…let dry and you have a great title or accent on 
your layout or card. 
 
*  Double sided glue strips…added glitter…perfect stripes of color…it would be cool to frame a picture using 
this method. 
 
*  Doodlebug double-sided sticker letters…simply peel off the sticky stuff…add glitter…tap off excess and you 
have perfectly glittered letters or flowers, hearts, etc. 
 
Tinsel glitter was really fun to work with…loved all the sparkly bits that ended up all over me…LOL.   
 
Be sure to share your glittery layouts or cards in the gallery section of the Back Porch Memories Message 
Board! 
 

 
 
 

Back Porch Memories: Challenges! 
 
Do you love challenges? Our design team creates at least three fun challenges to stretch your creativity each 
month. Not only will our challenges push you to try something new and use your tools and supplies in new 
ways, but we’ll help you get those pages scrapped! Oh, and did we mention PRIZES? Yes! For every challenge 
you complete, your name gets put into our drawing for a prize! The more you complete, the more chances you 
have to win. Check out our challenges on our message board, posted around the first of every month. 



Butterfly Mobile 
by Crystal Clayson, June Guest Designer 

 
Punch out lots of circles from either a one or two inch circle punch (photo, left). Once you have a good size 
pile, fold the circles in half to form little “tacos” (photo, center). Glue the backs of three of the tacos together to 
form a half globe shape (photo, right). 

 
Next, you may use any shape you like for your mobile, but I chose a butterfly. I used my Slice to cut them out. 
But a butterfly punch would be great too. Now you are ready to assemble! I bought an embroidery hoop from 
Michaels for $1.50 and I used some embroidery floss from my stash. Tie on several lengths of the floss around 
the hoop.  

 
Now glue two of the little half globes together to form your globe directly onto the floss. Then alternate with the 
butterflies by gluing their backs together onto the floss, and I also added buttons. Finally I used a piece of 
cardstock to wrap around the top, and the adorable glitter lace found In the June medley kit to finish it off. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Photoshop Techniques {Rounded Corners & Burning Edges} 
by Danielle Calhoun 

 
These are a few digital techniques that you see a lot of these days. I love the look of rounded corners. It’s 
amazing how something so simple can give your photo such a different look. This is a simple technique to do in 
Photoshop! 
 
I will give you detailed instructions, using PSE 6, and many other versions of Photoshop will work as well. 
 
*Open your photo in Photoshop. 
*Layer > Duplicate Layer > OK 
*From your tools on the far left, choose the "rounded rectangle tool" 
*On your top toolbar, you will see it says "radius". You can choose the amount of curve to your corners. Let's 
put it at 4.5 for this photo. 
*Using the tool on your photo, drag your rectangle tool to choose the portion on the photo you want to crop. 
*You will now see a solid white square over your photo. 
*Choose the magic wand tool from your toolbar on the left and click on your photo. You will see a prompt that 
says simplify the shape. Click yes. Your rectangle should be selected. 
*Go to select > inverse 
*You should now having the "marching ants" around your shape and the outside border of your photo. 
*Push your delete button on your keyboard. 
*On the right side of your screen you should see that you have 3 layers. 
*The bottom layer says "background" take that layer and drag it into the trash. 
*You should now see your photo with rounded corners 
*Go to layer > flatten image 
*You are ready to save your photo! 
 
A second digital technique that I love and see often is adding burnt edges to your photos. 
 
*Open your photo in Photoshop 
*Click on Filter > correct camera distortion 
*On the right side you should see "vignette" 
*You can see the slider where you can change the amount that you want. 
*For this photo, put -50 in the top box. 
*Push OK. 
*You are done! Simple as that! 
 
I like using both of these digital techniques together! Here is a photo that I edited using both techniques I 
covered here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions, please ask in the forum! And share your newly edited photos!   



How-To {Paper Spiral Flowers} 
by Aleta Wills 

 
Supplies: 
Patterned Paper 
Circle cutter 
Decorative Scissors 
Ink (optional) 
 
Directions: 
1.  Cut a circle from your patterned paper about 3-5 inches in diameter (the flower on the left is 3.5 inches, the 
one on the right is 5 inches). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Cut the flower into a spiral, using decorative scissors (you know you still have a couple of them laying 
around!)  Ink the edges if desired. 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Starting at the outside of the spiral, start rolling the paper up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.  Continue rolling until you get to the little circle part at the end.  Cover the bottom section in glue and let your 
flower unravel at bit. Press down and hold it for a second so that the glue grabs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


