i BT BT

Happy Memorial Day weekend!

This weekend kicks off the summer season for me, sehaait and tourists have started arriving. | am going

to play tourist this weekend, too. In a few hours wegaieg down to Valdez to spend the next 4 days on a boat
shrimping and fishing for halibut. | have never done anythkegthis before so | am looking forward to a new
adventure and lots of Kodak moments!

| always loved the unstructured months of summer wheghilgren were still little: lots of playing outside

with friends, eating dinner at 9:00, watching late movies tetting to sleep late the next morning! | hope they
have the same fun memories as | do. Be sure to plaroygumemories this summer, you don’'t need to go
anywhere, just stay home and have fun! Audrey’s minkbo this months’ newsletter would be a great project
to do with your children this summer, you know they wal/a to have a ‘what | did this summer’ project this
fall ~so get ahead and start now : )

We have some exciting news for you here at Back Porehdvies! We can't tell you all the details yet, but
beginning next month the Page Layout instructions are latckith a TWIST! Let’s just say they are going to

be called ‘Page Plans’ and you will love them ~ you heéllable to use your kit in its entirety and it willdaesy
and fast, stay tuned for more details coming your way...
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Meet Michelle {May Guest Designer}

| love to scrap, watch General Hospital, Survivor, Aigaar Idol, and all HGTV
shows. | also love my husband of 13 years - Mike.

We have 2 sons. Nathan is my sweet innocent audigtgar old. He loves
Webkins, controlling the van a/c, clocks, archery, aednorizing dates. Andrew
is my darling 5 and a half year old...please do not forgelLth. Ha-Ha. He is
trying. Very smatrt for his age. And he tries hard to stagreen at school.

| am so honored to be published in Scrapbook Trends, Mektakgrs Magazine,
Paper Crafts and Simple Scrapbooks. | am also afidne dinkering Ink design
team.

And | am most excited to be a guest design team membkeah8ack Porch
Memories.




Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less}
by Jana Eubank

{10 Minutes}
Use premade scalloped journaling blocks as a mat for yatogh

Here | grouped my three photos and then added a scalldptbléize
top and bottom. A chipboard flourish anchors the quoteorub

Cut out three trees from a sheet of patterned papeedl Magpie from
the May Solo Kit) as accents.

To finish it off | added three buttons to the right haather of the
photo grouping to add a little dimension and to add balance.

{15 Minutes}

| added two more groupings of buttons around the page to ereate
visual triangle. Stitching them on with a little bit ohite thread adds
that much more detalil in a short amount of time.

Add a few vinyl rub-ons overlapping the pictures for addaianterest.

{Another Look}

If you still feel like your layout has too much white spécg cutting
your layout into a fun shape!

| used a sheet of Making Memories Artisan Edge paper &@amnst kit
as a template.

Outline the edge with a black pen, or if you have more,tinggoen
stitching for a fun effect!




{May Sketch}
selected fromvww.pagemaps.com

May Sketch Jana Eubank

Alissa Trowbridge Lisa Turley
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Monthly Stamp Set Idea

{A Card Duo}
by Lisa Turley

We love the exclusive stamp sets created just for Back Portioriés!

Lisa created a Mother’s Day card duo using the butterfly and bird stamps
from this month’s set. Of course, these ideas can be adaptedny theme

or holiday you chose. We love how she used scraps from her Solo Kkit, too.

Cute cards, Lisa!



Scrapbook Shortcuts

{Quick Card Formula}
by Alissa Trowbridge

| really don't like to throw out my scraps after makinigygout. To use them
up, | make a card before putting away everything | used oaybat. Not
only do | have less waste (and less to clean up and pyj,adws | end up
with a nice stash of cards to pull when | need one.

To make this simple but elegant card, | used leftovers fryn$olo layouts.
The basic formula for this type of quick card is to usgiart, pint and then an
ounce of three different papers. Layer these one ooftapother. Then
adhere any leftover stickers, chipboard or other embgeigsits. | love to put
these on the right side of the card for some readere | used two pieces
from the chipboard stickers included in my Kit.

| used just a bit of black distressing ink on the “Be Hapgyase and the
“ounce” (smallest) sheet of patterned paper that segataether two pieces. This is a super fast way to add a
bit of detail to the card.

Tada! You have a super simple card that takes just mireutesdte. Best of all, this formula can be repeated
over and over again, because each card will look diffetepending on the products you use.
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Photo Mojo

{Common Photo Mistakes & Fixes}
by Danielle Calhoun

Here are a few simple fixes for common photo mistakes!

Problem: Overexposed Photos (bright photos). This is commonaseteummer days when the sun is bright!
Fix: On sunny days, find a shady space you can use to take yoagapdts. Take advantage of overcast
weather. This is the perfect photography weather! Manadilysting your shutter speed will also help.
Problem: Cluttered Photos. Often, we see our photos and realizéhdha is just too much going on in the

photo! The photo is too busy to enjoy, and just has too mual go.

Fix: Get closer to your subject. Take a step closer, and mirekdtering your photo with unnecessary objects.

Problem: Underexposed Photos (dark photos). This is very comni@mwaking indoor photos.

Fix: Be sure that you have your window open, and you are usengatural light that is available indoors!
Manually adjusting your shutter speed will also help.



“You're the BEST” Plaque
by Tami Floyd

| wanted to create a little something for my husband aeaa heartfelt Father’'s Day present from the kids.
The Sweetwater Summertime Blues paper featured in MdgtHey kit couldn’t have been more perfect for
both the project and the room it’s going to hang in.

Supplies Used:

9x11” wood plaque from craft store Cream cardstock

Summertime Blues kit from Medley (1) 4x6 photo

Bazzill chipboard arrow Mod Podge

Black, cream and navy blue paint Approx. 1" alphabetrie(fer the word “you’re”)
Crackle medium Approx. 2-3” alphabet letters (far word “best”)

Dynamo labeler (for the word “the”)
Junkitz “dad” tag

Directions:

1. Paint the wood plaque two times with cream paint. kbgtcdmpletely. Apply a coat of crackle medium
atop of cream paint. Let the crackle paint turn tabky,not completely dry. Then apply a generous coat
of navy blue paint atop of the crackle medium. Let plagprapletely dry. Paint chipboard arrow black
and let dry.

2. Apply Mod Podge to the back of a 7%2x9% sheet of SW creamblie dots. Place patterned paper on
wood plague making sure to remove all the bubble pockets.oAtiye cream paper, adhere a piece of
6%x7Y. SW Jacks using the Mod Podge once again. Take a 5x7 fo#&enoini pinstripe and staple
the Junkitz “dad” tag to the top left portion. Apply gluehe back. Place atop of the previous layer, but
on a bit of a diagonal slanting to the left.

3. Glue a 1%2x9%: strip of SW diagonal stripe paper with altottom edge approximately one-third up
from the bottom of the SW Jacks paper.

4. Mat the 4x6 photo with cream cardstock. Adhere atop oh3kVpinstripe paper and just over the top
edge of the SW diagonal stripe paper. Cut a photo cornertfremavy cardstock in the Medley Kit.
Glue on the top left corner of the matted photo.

5. Continue placing the rest of the elements (buttonspnptitle, arrow and Dynamo tag) as shown in the
above picture.

Have fun creating and | hope it's something the “dad’oarylife will enjoy!



Mini Book Madness
{Waterfall Aloum}
by Audrey Tan

While surfing the net, | came across a waterfall caditanught it was awesome.
decided to adapt it for a mini aloum instead.

Instructions:

1) Cut 2 chipboards to size. They represent the front @k locover of the
album. Decorate accordingly.

2) To make the waterfall strip, cut a strip of patterned gapeistock measuring
11x2.5". You can use the entire 12" length if you want to.

3) Score 4 horizontal lines from the bottom. First linenfr bottom 2.5”, then
1.5” interval. | used 4 lines as | had 4 photos to go omtitybu can easily
create more lines if you have more photos to put on.

4) Mat your photos onto a patterned paper or cardstock. Stick timto each scored line such that they
overlap each other.

5) Fold the paper into half on the uppermost line. | punchedadddd an eyelet on the other end of the
paper. | cut the corners off to form a tag-shaped enda TilEbon to the eyelet.

6) Assemble the waterfall strip onto the inner page oftdek cover of the chipboard. Position a strip of
paper (I used Bazzill Just an Edge strip) as seen inidigeath. Ensure that the waterfall strip is able to
move up and down. Glue the end of the matted photo stripw of this (green) strip of paper. This is
essential in order for the waterfall movement touncelence you need to ensure the green strip is in line
with the end of the matted photo strip.



7) Gently pull the ribbon towards you. This activates tlagerfall movement of the strip of paper.

8) To make the album, | bind it using a Bind-it-all tool. You caplace the binding with punched holes
and tied ribbons.

So there you have it, a simple and easy waterfall album



