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Hello! 
 
We just returned from a wonderful event – our youngest daughter’s wedding! As I was taking lots (and lots) of 
photos of the preparation, the event itself and our friends and family, I found myself trying to capture the little 
details. Things like a close-up of my daughter’s bouquet, the ribbon on a little girl’s dress, the bride and groom 
holding hands. It’s the details that help tell a story, wouldn’t you agree? 
 
I challenge you to capture the details of your life, and then scrap them. In 30 years, it will be neat to see these 
photos and remember what your daily life looked like! 
 
Paula 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tool Review {Bazzill Basics Templates} 
by Michelle Swartzinski 

 
I {heart} this product. It is very affordable, easy to use and there are tons of templates to choose from that really 
allow you to add a handmade touch to your layout or card. I use floss most of the time but you can also use the 
templates to line up pearls, bling, and brads. 
  
I would definitely recommend this product – I seem to use at least one template on every layout I complete. I 
can’t wait to see what you create using these fun templates! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Meet Gina {May Guest Designer} 
 

Hi there!  My name is Gina Johnson and I'm THRILLED to be guest 
designing for Back Porch Memories! I'm a Jesus-loving wife of one and 
mother of three. My dear, sweet hubby and I have been married for 6 
years and we have three littles (three and under)! Kessa is three, Ezekiel 
is 2 and Grace is 8 months.   
 
As you can guess finding time to scrap is sometimes a challenge, but I 
love it and can't go without it (I've tried! lol). I've been scrapping for 
about three or four years and have designed for several different 
sites. I've been published in on-line magazines and I also have my first 
print publication scheduled in an upcoming idea book.   

 
Thanks for this great opportunity! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Tami Floyd 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Use a piece of kraft cardstock for the base. Cut a 9½” circle from the 
Fancy Pants Father paper (light blue). Glue to center of page. Near the 
bottom of the circle, glue an 11x2” piece of striped paper (Son) aligning 
it to the right edge. Then cut a 10¾x1½” piece from the FP Strip 
patterned paper as shown. Glue approximately ½” atop of striped paper. 
Cut a 4¼x11½” piece of red (Sister) and adhere along the left center. 
Use the journaling spot shown from the book and cut down to size. 
Place title within the journaling spot area. Cut 1½” stars from Daughter 
paper and adhere with pop dots. Cut a border strip from the same paper 
and adhere along the lower edge of the red patterned paper. Place 
journaling where shown.    

  
 
                
        15 Minutes 
 
I felt that only a touch more needed to be added to this layout, so I 
border punched two more strips from the blue side of the FP Daughter 
paper. Then I did a rough measurement of the length needed to cover 
each edge of the circle. I cut snips along the edge of the border strip to 
allow it to bend more freely when gluing it around the circle.  
 
There you go! A quick and easy layout to add to your album! 
 
 



Scrapbook Shortcuts {Easy Ribbon Accent}  
by Alissa Trowbridge 

 
I loved both the green lilies and the sheer blue ribbon included in the 
Fancy Pants kit in our Medley Kit this month. I wanted to jazz the flower 
up a little without spending a ton of time fiddling with it or messing it up 
while I experimented! 
 
I cut three pieces of 2” ribbon. Then I used a mini glue dot to attach each 
piece to the center of the flower, making sure both sides of the ribbon 
were placed between petals. Then I covered the glue dots with the 
sparkle button also included in the kit. I love the layered look! 
 

Editor’s Note: This is the left side of a two page spread. To see Alissa’s entire layout, check it out online in our 
May Design Team gallery. 

 
 
 

 
{May Sketch} 

selected from www.pagemaps.com  
   
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  May Sketch                      Tami Floyd   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Deb Harter             Gina {May Guest Designer} 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Scrapbooking Storage 101 {Buttons} 
by Deb Harter 

 
Buttons. I love them. And as a scrapbooker, it is highly likely that you do too. It's also likely that you have at 
least a small collection of them. I wouldn't say that I have a huge amount of buttons, but I do have my fair 
share. Organizing your buttons depends on your personal taste and your scrap space. 

 
If space is limited, and you don't have a ton of buttons, you could go 
with my personal choice for button storage. I just throw them all in an 
old silver dish that a friend bought for me in Mexico. I love this piece, 
and I leave it sitting out beside my sewing machine. I love to just dip my 
hand into it and dig for that perfect button. I know it isn't necessarily 
“organized”, but it works for me. 
 
 
 

Maybe you have plenty of space, and if you have a lot of buttons, these plastic containers with compartments 
are very functional. If you would like something more compact, small metal tins work perfect and can be easily 
stacked to save space. 

Photo examples from nikiestes.typepad.com 
 
If you are looking for something more decorative, fun jars might be what you need. You can get all shapes and 
sizes based on your space and how many buttons you have. Or, if you are into vintage things, the old muffin tin 
or vintage canning jars work great and look cool too! 

Photos from http://www.flickr.com/photos/rebeccalucile/ and Crafty Storage Blog (last photo). 
 
One of my favorite button storage ideas is the converted spice rack! It is functional, decorative, and a space 
saver! 
 
The possibilities are endless with button storage! Have fun with it and happy scrapping! 

 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/rebeccalucile/


Origami Ribbon Rose Tutorial 
by Aleta Wills 

 
Start with about a 15-inch length of ribbon. You can use any ribbon, even two-toned or printed on one side and 
solid on the other. 
 

 
 
In the middle of your length of ribbon, fold it in half at a 90-degree angle. 

 
 
Fold your left side under so it’s facing the other way 

 
 
Fold the bottom tail under so it is now facing up 

 
 
You can now pick up your middle bunch and flip it over so the tails are on top. Continue folding the tails, 
alternating and overlapping until you get to the end. Make sure to leave a bit of a tail on the end. I used to fold 
gum wrappers like this when I was young(er)! 



 
 

 
 
 
Holding just the bottom two tails together, let go of the rest of the ribbon so it springs out 

 
 
Now slowly, without letting go of the tails, pull one tail down and watch your ribbon curl into a rose! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Without letting go of the ribbons, tie the two tails in a knot on the underside. Trim the tails and you have your 
rose. 

 
 


