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Hey, there actually IS grass in Fairbanks!   
 
It was 58 degrees today and felt great, the snow has melted enough to see the grass – the first time it has shown 
through since I got here in October.  The poor snowman that has lived on our street since November only has a 
few more days left. 
 
Spring always seems to bring out the energy in me and this year is no exception.  I have a spring cleaning sale 
planned just for you.  Be sure to check your inbox frequently over the next few days and order early, these sales 
are always popular!  Don’t forget, National Scrapbook day is only a few weeks away and we have plenty of 
surprises in store.  If you haven’t been a part of our forum, now would be a great time to join in the fun! 
 
Recently there has been a drastic increase in the number of kits skipped each month.  This is industry wide and 
most likely is being caused, in part, by the current economic conditions.  I certainly understand this and want to 
work with you.  I realize there are many reasons for skipping a kit. However, in order for the program to work 
efficiently, autoship members should be receiving kits on a regular basis with skips being the exception. 
 
In an effort to continue to allow you unlimited skips with your club membership, please note the following 
change in policy: 
 
You may still skip any month by notifying me by the 3rd of the month just as you previously have.  However, 
the month following any skip you will not be guaranteed a kit.  I anticipate still having a kit for you, but due to 
ordering several months in advance and trying to anticipate and plan for member skips that may not always be 
the case.  If a shortage occurs, you will be placed on a priority wait list ahead of nonmembers.  Your placement 
on the priority wait list will be directly based on the percentage of previous skips. 
 
My goal has always been, and still is, to provide you with excellent customer service along with an excellent 
product.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. 
 
Until next month : ) 
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Meet Michelle {April Guest Designer} 
 

I am married to my high school sweetheart, a stay at home mom to two active boys, a 
crazy dog and a part time student working on getting a RN degree.   
 
I am addicted to all things scrapbooking - especially pattern paper and my Cricut. 
Scrapping is my form of therapy so it doesn't matter how much I spend because it keeps 
me sane....that is what I tell my hubby - LOL!  
 
Editor’s note: Be sure to check out Michelle’s work with April’s kits in our Design 
Team gallery! 

 
 

 
 

Home is Where the Heart is 
{Shaped Mini Album}  

by Tami Floyd 
 

I’ve seen many of these cute house-shaped mini albums circulating.  
I decided to try designing one myself based on an accumulation of 
the ideas I’ve collected.  I hope you give this easy project a try for 
yourself! 
 
Supplies: 
3-4 12x12 chipboard sheets           ruler                
3-5 Various pattern papers (Crate Paper) craft knife 
book rings (Bind-It-All)                 Mod Podge 
brown ink                                                      

 
Instructions: 
1.  Begin by measuring out each page onto the chipboard sheets as 
follows: 
           Front Cover:  10x5 with a right peak of 2 ½” 
           2nd Page:  5x5 
           3rd Page:  6x5 with a center 2 ½” peak 
           4th Page:  6½x5½ with a center peak of 2 ¾” 
           5th Page:  7¼x5¾ with a center peak of 2 7/8” 
 
2. Now begin decorating each page as you desire, dressing your house 
all up or keeping it simple!   
 
 
 
 
 



{April Sketch}  
selected from www.pagemaps.com 

 

         
       April Sketch              Danielle Calhoun 
 

         
        Tami Floyd              Audrey Tan 
 
 
 

 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Making the Most of an Embellishment}�

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 

I love making embellishments go as far as possible. First of all, it saves 
money and really stretches my supplies. Secondly, it saves time! I 
don’t have to hunt all over my desk for another perfect little 
“something” for a page. 
 
With just a quick snip of my scissors, I turned this full paper flower 
into two separate embellishments. Easy, fast and adorable! 
 
Try this today. You’ll be amazed at how far your supplies will go!      



Mad for Mini Books 
{Mother’s Day Board Book}�

by Danielle Calhoun 
 

Here is a fun idea for a hand made gift for Mother's Day.  In my example, I made this Mother's Day gift for 
grandma. 
 
I used a blank board book for this project, but the greatest thing is that you could even alter one of your kid’s 
old board books that they are no longer using!  
 
I used the Solo kit to alter my board book. Here are a few tips to keep in mind when altering your board book: 
 
*Be sure to use a strong adhesive for the paper when you are adhering it to your board book. I noticed that 
because of the slick covering of the pages, some adhesives did not work well. 
 
*Since you are altering a board book, it is hard to use thick embellishments in the book. The perfect 
embellishment for a project like this is hand cut patterned papers. 
 
*I love being able to include my children's artwork in the project. This makes the gift more personal, and you 
know that grandma will love to see their work! 
 

    
 

       
 

    
 



 
Stamping Corner 

{Tissue Paper Technique} 
by Audrey Tan 

 
I love adding texture to my projects and am always on the lookout for ways to do it. While cleaning out my 
craft room one day, I found a pile of crafting tissue papers and decided to have a play. After experimenting a 
little, I found an interesting way to of using tissue papers as a base on projects. 
 
There are many ways of using them but this is one method that I usually use.  
 
Instructions: 

1) Cut the tissue paper according to the desired size. 
2) Stamp random images onto the tissue paper. You can heat embossed the images if you like. 
3) Crumple the tissue paper. I do it as I want the creases in the tissue paper. 
4) Add Mod Podge/PVA glue onto your project. 
5) Stick the tissue paper onto your project. I don’t smooth out any creases as I want create a texture with 

the tissue paper. I usually dip a paint brush with glue and gently go over the top ensuring that the paper 
is stuck down firmly. 

6) Allow it to dry and embellish accordingly.  
 
Here are a few examples how I’ve used tissue papers in my projects: 
 
On a layout:  

 
On this layout, I stamped on the tissue paper before sticking it down in a 
haphazard manner onto the cardstock. 

 
  
On an Artist Trading Card: 
 
A blue tissue paper was stamped with 
Chinese characters and embossed and then 
stuck down onto a white cardstock. The tissue paper took on the texture from 
Bazzill cardstock.  
 
 
On a pail:  
 
This pail was covered with a pink tissue paper. It was stamped with random 
images throughout. I purposely left creases on so as to add texture to the pail.  
 

 
On a candle holder:  
 
I stamped an image and then tissue-
wrapped it around a candle holder. 
 
Hopefully the above examples will 
show tissue papers in a different light! 
Have fun playing with them and post 
what you have done in the gallery. 



 
Layouts in 15 Minutes  

{or less} 
by Jana Eubank 

             
I was having so much fun scrapping with the April Medley kit that I got carried away and forgot to take photos 
of my layouts while I was working on them! So, instead of featuring one layout this month, I thought I would  
feature two.  
 
  
{Layout #1} 

 
The first layout is one I did about my husband and his busy 
schedule. Taking cues from the background for my color 
scheme, I chose "solid" looking patterns of color. A large double 
mat with torn bottom edges houses the photo and pre-made 
journaling card. A strip tucked just underneath these two 
elements bleeds off the right edge.  
 
Lately I am loving the look and simplicity of naked chipboard so 
I decided to leave the chipboard letters for my title plain. I really 
like how the title repeats the gray from the background paper. 
You could stop here or keep going for a few more details.  
  
I decided to suggest the commotion of my husband's busy 
schedule by tracing around the chipboard letters in a scribbly 
fashion. I wanted to add one more accent as well, but didn't want 
something that would be overpowering. I once again took a hint 

from the background paper and decided to repeat the stacked blue dot pattern that is on the lower right. I dug 
out some Blue Making Memories snaps from my stash and set to work drawing out a grid to punch my holes. I 
really like the dimension this simple accent added and seemed to tie the entire design together.  
 
                                                                                               

{Layout #2} 
  
For the second layout about my son, I utilized a pre-made tag as 
the title for my page. First I layered two squares of patterned 
paper together a little off center. Along the top of one of the 
squares I used a notebook punch for a fun edge. Next I added two 
strips of light yellow cardstock along the bottom of the stacked 
squares. Add your photos, journaling, and the pre-made title and 
you have a cute page.  
 
Adding a few more details can take just a few minutes. Adding 
stitching around the layout and to the yellow cardstock strips 
adds a little bit of depth to your design. Add some interest to 
your journal block by making a quick accent with a stamp and a 
scrap piece of paper. Cut out the image, color a portion of it with 
colored pencils and adhere to your layout with a foam square.  
 

 
 



Home Décor Project 
{“Life” Altered Frame}  

by Lisa Turley 
Supplies: 
April BPM kit & April BPM stamps 
Bare Elements frame from Creative Imaginations 
acrylic paint  
mini brads  
ink 
  
Instructions: 

1. Paint outside edge & center of frame with green paint. 
2. Cover frame with blue cardstock - leaving about 3/4" from 

outside edge & 1/4" from inside edge. 
3. Add patterned paper to frame to form a large "X" as shown. 
4. Use white pen to add doodling: swirls, dotted border & 

stitched border. 
5. Cut strips of white cardstock, stamp sentiment & adhere 

completed strips to outside edge of frame. 
6. Stamp onto green cardstock, adhere stamped piece onto die cut folder. Adhere folder to bottom right of 

frame. 
7. Stamp 5 small flowers on green cardstock & cut out. Place mini brad in center of stamped flowers & 

adhere to center of flowers. Adhere flower to frame - 3 at top left corner & 2 at bottom right corner on 
file folder. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


