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Why do you scrap? 
 
I’m sure we all have a variety of answers. Photo archiving. Memory preservation. A creative outlet for you to 
express your creativity. Whatever your specific reason, know that what you do means something to your family.  
 
I recently read a story where a scrapbooker shared one of her albums with her father, who was suffering from 
Alzheimer’s. He looked through the album and asked a lot of questions. “Who is this? What were they doing?” 
While looking at one particular page, her dad told her he remembered the day she had scrapped and then he 
shared details that weren’t included in her journaling. It brought her to tears to think the album helped her dad 
recall a day she thought was long gone from his memory. Wow. Such a powerful story!  
 
I’m sure you and your family have many small “ah-ha” memory moments from browsing your own albums. 
Keep it up! What you’re doing is even more than just pretty papers and a fun hobby! 
 
Paula 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Star {April Guest Designer} 
 

Hi! My name is Star Rork. It is actually a shortened version of my 
name. My mother watched too many soap operas! I live in a tiny town 
of 500 people in Illinois about 2 hours south of Chicago. I am still with 
my high school sweetheart, we have 2 wonderfully obnoxious boys, and 
my brother whom we are raising. I really didn't see my life surrounded 
with all boys, but luckily I have some adorable nieces! 
 
Scrapbook stores are almost an hour away so I have really depended on 
shopping online. I love being online because I find so many scrappers 
from everywhere that I can relate to, who are just as passionate as I am. 
I do not have any friends who have ever stayed with it or come close to 
being as obsessive as I am about the latest papers! I can see my husband 
start to drift away into another place when I start talking scrap. I am 
thankful for all of the great friends I am meeting and all the great friends 
I still have to meet! 
 
Thanks Back Porch Memories team for choosing me to be April Guest Designer. I feel really honored! I look 
forward to getting to know everyone on the boards better! 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Tami Floyd 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Use a piece of kraft cardstock for the base. Cut a 7½x9½” piece of floral 
paper. Glue center in center of cardstock, offsetting it to the right. Next 
cut a 9¼x6” piece of blue AC cardstock that is included in the AC 
portion of the medley kit  Adhere it atop the floral paper about 1” from 
the top. Cut 9¼x3” piece of green side patterned paper. Crinkle, press 
out, and the glue atop of the blue cardstock, somewhat centering it. Fold 
left corner down and put a brad from your stash in it. Mat 4x3½ and 
3½x5 photos. Place as shown. Cut (2) decorative border strips using the 
orange cardstock. Place as shown. Cut (2)1x12” strips of the striped 
paper. Accordion fold and connect the two together. Then adhere under 
the photos – cutting off extra length. Cut flowers from patterned paper. 
Adhere with pop dots in top right-hand corner above photo. Place title 

as shown – I used two alphabets from former BPM kits. Print out your journaling on cream cardstock and 
position the strips on your layout. (I lightly misted the journaling strips with Glimmer Mist -- turquoise.)     
  
 
                
        15 Minutes 
 
Next, create an accordion-fold flower from the turquoise patterned paper. 
Punch 1½” circle from striped patterned paper and place in center of 
flower. Cut a 1” circle from cream cardstock and layer atop previous 
circle. Cover the 1” circle with the dewdrops. Cut another group of 
flowers from the floral pp, apply pop dots, and place as shown.  Punch or 
cut (3) small butterflies from patterned papers. Adhere just above title.    
 
***Allow a little extra time for dewdrop flower center to dry.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts {Simple Scallops}  
by Alissa Trowbridge 

 
Look in any scrapping magazine or in our gallery, and you’ll see scallops 
are still HOT as a design element. It’s easy to see why – they’re so 
versatile and add a nice “pop” to a page. 
 
While working on the left side of this two-page spread away from home 
(the other side is in the April Design Team Gallery if you want to see it), 
I realized I didn’t have my scallop border punch with me. Since necessity 
is the mother of invention, I simply took my scissors and cut the scallops 
freehand. I love the whimsical look, and it took just a minute to create! 
 



{April Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com  
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  Michelle Swartzinski            Aleta Wills 
 

 
 

 
Gift Bag Tutorial 
by Danielle Calhoun 

 
There are so many reasons to make cute gift bags! A few that come to 
my mind are for giving gifts & using for party favors. These gift bags 
are so easy to make, and they are so cute! You can pick up these little 
white bags at Michaels, or any craft store.  
 
The first thing that I did was run the bags through the printer to put the 
kids names on them. Other ideas for names are to use rub-ons, alphas 
like Thickers, or even handwrite the name. After the kids names were 
on all of the bags, I used the Prima flowers from the add-on in the April 
kit, and added the jewels from the kit. I adhered the flowers to the bags 

using glue dots, and voila! For the little butterflies, I used the green sheer paper in the April kit, and used my 
trusty butterfly punch. I added some jewels and adhered them with glue dots. 24 bags done in less than an hour! 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Tool Review {Fringe Scissors} 
by Michelle Swartzinski 

 
I recently purchased fringe scissors by Martha Stewart and I love them.  They look kind of 
scary but you can do lots of cool things with them. They work great for making fringe borders, 
grass, hair, fur and shredding paper. There are lots of neat projects you could use these scissors 
for. I would practice with them first to get the technique just right.   
 
 

 
Here is my layout using these scissors. I made a border, fringed the 
flags at the top of the page and also cut into the circle for a cool look. 
 
 
 
I would recommend this neat tool…not very expensive and the 
possibilites are endless. Can’t wait to see what you create using the 
Martha Stewart Fringe Scissors! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Curled Ribbon Flower Tutorial 

by Aleta Wills 
 

Supplies: 
Paper punch, die cut machine, or a template (even handmade) of a 6-petal flower 
Thin patterned paper or another thinner paper 
Bling or brad for center of the flower 
Liquid glue 
 
Directions: 
 

1. Cut FOUR flowers from your desired paper  (fourth flower is not 
pictured)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2.  Cut one petal from the first flower, cut two petals from the second 
flower. Cut the third flower in half and leave the fourth whole. Snip 
the petals down a bit but not all the way to the center. 
 



 
3.  Starting with the whole flower, using your fingers, curl the edges under. Take the flower with one petal 
missing. Glue the first and fifth petal to each other, making a 3D flower piece. You will have four total petals, 
curl these petals as well and cut the center point out. Layer the four-flower piece on top of the first layer. 

  
 
4.  Continue to glue the flower pieces together and curl the petals.  Layer them on top of the flower, graduating 
until you get the smallest piece.  Stick a brad or jewel in the center. 

  
Additional examples and directions can be found at: 
 
http://paperphenomenon.blogspot.com/2010/01/how-to-make-tim-holtz-grunge-paper.html 
 
http://timholtz.typepad.com/my_weblog/2009/12/12-tags-of-christmasday-12.html 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


