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Don’t you just love spring? 
 
The fresh crisp air and the sound of the birds singing after a long winter always seem to energize me.  I have 
been cleaning up the new store and putting out all kinds of new merchandise.  I have received so many boxes 
the past few weeks it has been hard to keep up!  I am almost all caught up, though, and feeling pretty good 
about it : ) 
 
This months’ newsletter is full of great ideas from the design team.  There truly is something for everyone.  I 
would like to take a minute and say how I am continually awed by the designs and projects the Back Porch 
Memories design team so consistently turns out.  I sure hope you take the time to enjoy them! 
 
If you haven’t stopped by the message board in while, we would love to see you.  The challenges are so 
inspiring and will really help you get more pages done with your supplies (not to mention you are entered in the 
prize drawing for each challenge you complete).  The guest design team sketch created especially for Back 
Porch Memories by Becky Fleck each month is sure to get your creativity flowing.  The entries have been 
outstanding each and every month! 
 
Drop in, we’ll leave the lights on for you! 
Paula 
   
 

 
 
 

 
Meet Tracy {March Guest Designer} 

 
Hi! My name is Tracy Catlin. I have been scrapping for about twelve years now and I 
absolutely love how it combines photography, art and journaling- all passions of mine.  I 
tend to scrap about my relationships with my children, husband, family and friends. It’s 
a wonderful way to share my heart and faith with those I love. I also enjoy gardening, 
watercolor painting, and reading- especially during the summer. 
 
I live in Washington State with my husband of twelve years, my three kids, my three cats 
and my Springer spaniel. I am a full time second grade teacher, and I enjoy participating 
in a couples’ bible study, as well as children’s church. 

 
I have recently returned to Back Porch Memories and I am so happy to be back. I LOVE the kits Paula puts 
together, and I also appreciate the creative and friendly community here at BPM. It’s an honor to be a guest 
designer for my favorite kit club, thank you for the opportunity! 
 



 
Photo Mojo 

{A Month in Photos} 
by Danielle Calhoun 

 
Well, the month of March is here! For me, it is a busy month in photos! I am going to give you a few tips for 
taking great spring photos. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo #1 (upper left hand corner). 
When you are taking photos of your kids in their Easter outfits, don't forget to include their Easter baskets in the 
photo! Our Easter baskets happen to have my kids' names on them, so I was sure that was facing the 
camera! One more tip for this: get someone to help you out my getting the child’s' attention, and be sure that 
they are facing a direction other than right at the camera. This gives you a great candid laugh, without staring at 
the camera.  
  
Photo #2 (upper right hand corner). 
Choose fun props that you have around your home (or your neighbors!). My daughter was wearing a yellow 
Easter Dress, so I was in search of something that I could use that would compliment her dress. My neighbor 
had this awesome yellow chair that complimented her dress just perfectly. Be on the lookout for those un-
traditional props that you can use for your photos.  
  
Photo #3 (lower left hand corner). 
I love to be sure that I am getting candid photos of my family. These photos always seem to be my favorites.  
During the month of March, there are so many candid photo opportunities. It might be a nice walk on a sunny 
day, decorating Easter eggs, searching for eggs, interaction with other people...etc. Keep your eye out for these 
photos! Your subject’s true personality always seems to shine through when you get that perfect candid photo! 
  
Photo #4 (lower right hand corner). 
Don't forget to take those close up photos of your special March events. Close up photos with lots of fun color 
always make me happy. One thing that I have always done for my Easter decorating photos, is to be sure that I 
have my eggs on a colorful paper to dry on. This paper bag from Gap worked perfectly for my photo! 
 



 
{March Sketch} 

selected from www.pagemaps.com 
 

 
              March Sketch 
 

          
        Jana Eubank              Tracy Catlin (March Guest Designer) 
 

           
      Lisa Turley       Alissa Trowbridge 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 
by Jana Eubank 

             
{10 Minutes}  
 
Begin by creating a background for your photos. Cut the netted 
ribbon in half lengthwise. Place each piece along the top and bottom 
edges of the deep purple cardstock base. Next cut a 5" strip of floral 
patterned paper and adhere just above the ribbon at the bottom of 
the page. To cover the "seams" in three places I added 1/2" strips of 
red cardstock.  
 
Now you are ready to add your photos! Mount your focal photo on 
red cardstock to give it more importance. It's so easy to do 
journaling when you use premade journaling blocks. I used the 
house shaped block by Jenni Bowlin, cutting off the roof to make it 
a rectangle shape. Adhere your journaling just under the focal point 
photo. Add a giant photo corner to the photo in the top left corner. 

Spell out your title with chipboard letter stickers and you are done! 
 

{15 Minutes} 
 
You can add a few more special touches just by spending five 
more minutes working on your layout.  
 
Tie a length of red ribbon around the giant photo corner. The red 
color draws your eye across the page. To add even more 
importance to your focal photo, you can mount it again on another 
piece of patterned paper. Add interest to your title by treating one 
word differently than the rest. Here I used larger chipboard letters 
for the word "Ku" and covered them in the same floral paper that I 
used for the strip in the background. Add a date sticker and cut out 
a few flowers from the patterned paper to use as accents. 
 
 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Customizing Bare Chipboard}�

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 

Bare or “naked” chipboard is perfect for customizing the look of each 
project. Although there are many ways to cover it, my favorite (and 
the fastest!) is to use ink. I love to use Catseye Chalk Inks. Any other 
ink will work fine, but these dry almost instantly and have a unique 
shape that allows me to ink in tight spaces.  
 
To color a piece of bare chipboard, simply draw your inkpad over it in 
even coats. Depending on the shade you’re trying to achieve, this may 
take 1-3 coats. This technique works best with a new or juicy inkpad. I 
usually keep my reinkers on hand and add a few drops as needed. Easy 
and quick! It only took me a minute to ink the oval used here. 



Stamping Corner 
{Tic Tac Toe} 
by Audrey Tan 

 
In an attempt to amuse my kids, I made this board game, tic tac toe with my craft supplies. It is fairly easy to 
make and will result in endless fun with the kids or even with friends. 
 

 
 

Instructions: 
1. Cut a piece of chipboard/cardboard to size. This will be your base for the game board. In this instance, I 

chose to give it a swirly shape just to make it more interesting.  
 
2. To make the chips, I used of shrink film. You will need 2 

different sets of 5 images each. I’ve chosen bird and tree 
images for mine. I stamped my images on the shrink film, 
cut it to size and shrunk it with a heat gun. When it 
shrinks, it becomes a piece of hard plastic which make it 
durable. If you do not have shrink film, use cardstock 
instead. After stamping and cutting it down to size, cover 
it with diamond glaze or glossy accents. This will make 
the cardstock more durable to endless handling. 

 
3. Decorate the base accordingly. I covered it with a piece 

of patterned paper, added some lace on top of it and finally a strip of paper on top of the lace.  
 

4. Then punched out 9 circles from another patterned paper. That represents the game. Adhere them on top 
of the strip of paper. 

 
5. Next, stamped the name ‘Tic Tac Toe’ onto the base. Heat embossed it. Replace the ‘o’ with a chip. 

 
6. To ensure that the chips are not lost, I stuck each one with a Velcro. Add the other side of the Velcro 

onto the circles. 
 

7. Punch 2 holes at the top of the game board, add eyelets and tie a ribbon to create a handle.  
 

8. Now you have game board on the go! 



Home Décor Project 
{Easter Topiary} 

by Tami Floyd 
 

Supplies: 
(4) various sheets paper from Imaginisce “For Peeps Sake”                                 
(1) 3/8” piece of dowel at 19.5” in length           
light blue & white paint                                       
floral foam                                                            
circle cutter 
glue 
clay pot 
various ribbons 
Spanish moss 
 
 
Instructions: 
1.  Cut (20) circles from the Imaginisce papers from the circle pattern included. Fold all the circles as shown in 
the pattern which will leave a triangle shape in the middle with flaps for attaching on the sides.  
 
2.  On one circle, punch a hole in the center for the dowel to be inserted.  This will be your bottom. 

   
3.  Paint your clay pot a light blue color. Paint the 19.5” piece of 
dowel white.  
 
4.  Cut various strips of paper from the patterned papers. The 
yellow lace strip was cut with a Fiskars border punch. You could, 
however, just cut a scallop edged piece to hang from the edge of 
the clay pot. Glue strips on the edge as shown. 
 
5.  Now start gluing folding circles starting with the top and 
bottom. You will glue (5) circles with the top points meeting at the 
center to form a dome cap. 
 
6.  Begin gluing the remaining 10 circles to form a band. Once this 
is done attach the first and last circle to make a ring.  
 

7.  To form the ball, you want to glue the top 
dome and bottom dome (one with the hole) to the 
top and bottom of the ring.   
 
8.  Place floral foam in pot.  Make sure it is 
secure. Then push the dowel in about one inch. 
Arrange Spanish moss to cover the foam. 
 
9.  Place paper topiary ball atop of dowel and secure it in place.  Take various ribbons and tie underneath. Make 
one of them a bow.   
 
Place your newly crafted decoration somewhere in your home and enjoy! 
 
 
 



Mad for Mini Books 
{“4-pawed Forever Friends Album} 

by Lisa Turley 
 
Supplies: 
GCD Patterned paper  
cardstock 
White library pockets (5) 
Ribbon 
Scenic Route Rubon arrows & label stickers 
Jenni Bowlin Diecut journaling heart 
Stamps & ink 
Jump rings (3) 
 
I was looking around for something to make a mini book with & came across my drawer full of library 
envelopes. (Anyone else go through a “phase” & buy a certain supply in every color available just to have it end 
up sitting there when that phase wears off?). I thought this would be a great way to use up some of my huge 
supply of library envelopes and the pockets work great to put your journaling in or even extra photos. I used 
supplies from the Back Porch Memories March kit (except for the library pockets, jump rings & stamps/ink). 
 

1. Punch 3 holes at the base of each of your library pockets.  Ink around the edges of all pockets. 
2. Cover: Used one of the Jenni Bowlin diecut hearts – inked edges & adhere to cover pocket. I stamped 

onto the heart & pocket for my title & added extra paw prints. Also used one of the Scenic Route label 
stickers for part of my title. 

3. Inside Pages: Decorate envelopes with cardstock & patterned papers then add photos. I also used the 
Scenic Route Label stickers for each of their names and stamped more paw prints. I outlined each of my 
papers with a black journaling pen to add a little more contrast. 

4. Once your pages (envelopes) are completed, use jump rings to form your “book.” I used the red ribbon 
in the March kit to tie onto my jump rings – I cut the ribbon in half & pulled to fray the ribbon. 

5. If your library pockets have library cards with them, you can use those for your journaling. Mine were 
just envelopes so I cut white cardstock to make my 5 inserts.  I stamped paw prints on the ends of each 
of my cards, added my journaling then stapled a piece of ribbon to the end of each.  Place cards into 
your envelopes. 

6. Enjoy your new creations. These little books would be great gifts – especially with Mother’s & Father’s 
day coming up, Easter or even an end of the year teacher gift. 

 

         
 

 


