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By the time you read this newsletter, it’ll be springtime (officially, if by the calendar date only)! And with the 
season of spring, I always think of nature’s fresh new beginnings. Buds on the trees. Baby animals. The pop of 
spring color. Although we won’t see the full signs of spring here in Alaska for a bit longer, I do have an exciting 
new beginning to share! 
 
We just recently welcomed the arrival of our second granddaughter, Adelynn Mae. We couldn’t be more 
thrilled! As I write this, I’m in the middle of packing for a trip to spend time with her and the rest of the family. 
Of course as a scrapbooker, I’ll have a wonderful time taking tons of pictures and making memories to scrap 
and cherish for years to come. And that’s what it’s all about, right? 
 
Here’s to new beginnings! 
 
Paula 
 
 
 
 

Meet Leslie {March Guest Designer} 
 

Hello from mid-America! I’m Leslie Davis, a Louisiana native 
who will always be a southern girl at heart, but the best thing I’ve 
discovered about living in Missouri, is the beauty of the change of 
seasons. I’m lucky enough to share my life with my high school 
sweetheart who loves me and all my creative craziness. We are 
blessed with 2 wonderful children, ages of 11 and 14. And with 
each passing day, we are well aware of the fact they are growing 
up entirely too fast. 
 
I have always been the “creative” girl. I knew from the time I was 
in high school that I wanted to design for a living. I majored in 
advertising because I saw it as a job where you got paid for being 
creative. This daily need for creativity is now happily filled with 
scrapbooking and photography. Scrapbooking has many levels of 

satisfaction for me. It is art crafted with paper about the people I love that capture moments in time. It is also a 
treasure that is shared with my family each time they browse through my many scrapbooks. 
 
When I’m not scrapbooking I can usually be found in the kitchen cooking up something with a southern or 
Italian flair or a batch of oatmeal chocolate chip cookies. I also spend time running with my golden doodle. 
He’s my other “big” baby and a great companion. 
 
I look forward to spending some time on the “back porch” with you all and I’m thrilled to be the Guest 
Designer for March! 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Deb Harter 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Start with white cardstock as the base. Cut a piece of the green 
crosshatch paper 4 3/4 x 12 inches. Attach a small strip of the striped 
paper to the top and bottom of the green paper. Attach a 1 1/4 inch strip 
of the red dot paper to the top and bottom of the striped paper. Use a 
border punch to cut two decorative borders with green cardstock and 
attach them to the top and bottom of the red dot papers. Attach all of 
that to the center of the white cardstock. Mat a 4x6 inch photo with 
white cardstock and adhere to the left center of the page. Add your title 
and journaling to the right of the photo.  
  
 
    

               15 Minutes 
 
Use rub-ons or stamps to create a fun little subtitle to slip into the metal 
plate and attach that above the photo. Add two green flowers below the 
title and one above the photo. Stamp/doodle/stitch a fun border across 
the top and bottom of the page, and you are done! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Scrapbook Shortcuts {Simple Machine Stitching}  

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 

I love the look of stitching on layouts! If this is something you’ve been 
wanting to try, but are afraid it will take forever, let me reassure you it’s 
quick, easy and looks great. 
 
My first suggestion is to keep it simple. Use the basic straight stitch all 
machines are ready to do right out of the box. More of my favorite tips 
include making a little tick mark with your pencil so you know when to 
start and stop stitching. I did this here so I knew when to turn the 
corners. Go slowly to keep from tearing your paper. If you “goof,” you 
can always hide it with an embellishment, a jewel or tear out the stitch 
and make it look like you meant for it to be that way! Finally, be sure to 
tape your ends to the back of your layout to secure them.  
 
As you get more comfortable with the basic straight stitch, you can 

experiment with more intricate stitches and patterns. Have fun exploring the world of machine stitching! 



{March Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com  
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Challenge! {Scrapbook “Quilting”} 

by Danielle Calhoun 
 

I have always loved the look of many different small patterns on a 
layout. When I open up a kit and there are so many different gorgeous 
pieces of patterned paper, it can be so hard to choose which ones to use 
on your layout. Get out your favorite square punch, circle punch, or 
trimmer, and a bunch of your favorite patterned papers, and create a 
quilt of pattern and color on your page. You can add extra dimension to 
the page by adding small embellishments to your patterned papers.   
 
In April, I’ll post a challenge on our message board relating to this 
article. I can’t wait to see your take on this fun technique! 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Paper Distressing 
by Michelle Swartzinski 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper distressing is an effective and cheap way to add texture to your page. There are many different ways to 
distress your pages…listed below are some of my favorites. 
 
Paper Distressing Tools 
There are quite a few tools on the market. I have one by Heidi Swapp and one by Tim Holtz – both were cheap 
and are easy to use. You run them along the edges of your paper. You can also use a steak knife for the same 
effect…just be careful! I use this method of distressing on almost every layout – love the look! 
 
Crumpling, Creasing or Wadding   
Dry: Wad paper into a loose ball. Gently unfold paper. Wad again, unfold and repeat until paper is soft and 
crumpled. A brayer or warm iron can be used to flatten paper.    
Wet: Sprinkle or mist paper/cardstock with warm water. Crumple, and gently unfold, being careful not to tear 
the paper as you unfold it. You can let it air dry or flatten it with an iron. To iron, put several sheets of paper 
towel underneath and on top of paper. Iron until dry or slightly damp. Let paper dry completely before using. 
 
Crimping 
Another way to age and add texture to your cardstock is to run it through a crimper, over and over in different 
directions. This softens and creases paper for a worn look. I like to use sandpaper after crimping for an even 
more distressed look.   
 
Sanding and Steel Wool 
Using fine or medium grade sandpaper, gently rub the sandpaper over cardstock, scratching the surface. 
Sanding paper or cardstock that has a light or white core will create a cool look. Gently rough up the edges of 
the paper with the sandpaper, rolling to expose the white core. Create an aged look on black and white photos 
by gently sanding them in one direction. This works especially well for computer-generated prints. You can 
give new life to shiny paper stickers or pre-made embellishments by sanding the surface. 
 
Tearing Edges  
Rip edges of paper for distressed look. For precision, run a water-soaked Q-tip down line where tear is desired. 
Keeping your hands close together, tear towards your body. Torn edges can be aged with ink or chalk, if 
desired. 
 
I hope these tips and techniques inspire you to do a little distressing on your next layout. Be sure to share your 
creations in the gallery at Back Porch Memories! 



Make Your Own “Thickers” 
by Aleta Wills 

 
Don’t you just hate when you buy a new pack of Thickers and you make a layout with an awesome title… and 
then you are working on a second layout, and you have to think of a title that will work with the number of 
vowels and letters ‘r, s, or t’ you have left??? Well NO MORE!!! This tutorial will teach you how to make your 
own “Thickers!”  So gather your supplies* and follow along! 
 
*If you do not have a die cut machine, then you can use plain chipboard letters for some of the techniques or 
even hand cut your own letters. 
 
Directions: 
The directions are pretty simple, just die cut your title using ‘thick’ materials. Here is a list of dies and materials 
I found they cut. Note this is what I got MY machines and dies to cut – you may have better luck with yours if 
you would like to try some of my no’s. 
 

 FOAM/GLITT-
ER FOAM 

CHIPBOARD 
(THIN) 

CHIPBOARD  
(THICK) 

FABRIC FELT 

Quickutz dies Yes No No No Yes 
Sizzlet dies Yes Yes No No Yes 
Sizzix Original 
or Bigz dies 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Cuttlebug dies Yes No No Yes Yes 
Cricut (regular 
blade) 

No Yes No No No 

 
 
Here are some examples of what I did: 
 
For the painted and embossed letters I used thin chipboard as my base, but you could just as easily use 
cardstock if you wished (or if your diecut machine doesn’t cut chipboard). 
 
Here is a table to help you get the type of ‘Thicker’ you need: 
 
 1 2 3 4 
Puffy  Cut from chipboard 

and heat emboss 3+ 
layers  

Cut from cardstock 
and heat emboss 5+ 
layers 

  

Foam Cut from foam 
sheets 

   

Glitter Cut from glitter 
foam sheets 

Cut from chipboard 
and apply glue and 
glitter* 

Cut from cardstock 
and apply glue and 
glitter* 

*you can seal the 
glitter using 
diamond glaze or 
clear EP 

Chipboard Cut from chipboard 
and paint 

Cut from colored 
chipboard 

Cut from chipboard 
and ink 

Cut from chipboard 
and heat emboss 
one layer 

Felt Cut from felt    
Fabric Cut from fabric    
 
 
 



 
Yellow ‘Baby’s First’ cut with a Quickutz 4x6 alpha die using yellow craft foam and run through a Cuttlebug. 
White ‘Easter’ cut with Cricut using THIN chipboard with a white top layer (think of the thin chipboard you get 
in patterned paper packs or the back of sticker sheets). 
 

 
 
 
Here I used the white chipboard again and cut it using a Sizzix Original die run through an Original Sizzix 
machine and then painted with acrylics. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
Self-adhesive glitter foam cut with a Sizzlet die and run through a Cuttlebug. 
 

 
 



Pink felt cut with a Sizzlet die and run through a Cuttlebug. 
 

�
 
White chipboard cut with a Sizzix original die in an Original Sizzix machine, then heat embossed with blue 
powder (three layers) to get a ‘Puffy Thicker’ look. 
 

   
 
Editor’s Note: Wow, Aleta! This is so cool! We hope you’ll try making your own “Thickers” with this tutorial. 
Be sure to post your creations in our gallery so we can all admire your work! 
  
 


