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Better late than never… 
 
It has been a long month!  Since the last newsletter I have been to Wyoming and back and have a beautiful, new 
baby granddaughter to brag about.  What a perfect time for a baby, the beginning of spring when all things are 
new and fresh. 
 
We have a surprise for you here at Back Porch Memories!  Join us April 17-19 for our online Spring Fling 
Crop!  You will find full details in the newsletter below.  It will be a great time with lots of prizes.  Hope to see 
you there!  
 
The designers did a wonderful job with the sketch in the newsletter, giving you many ideas for your March kit.  
Lisa also has a couple of great cards for you to use up the extras.   
 
Until next month, 
Paula 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Deb {March Guest Designer} 
 

My name is Deb Harter, and I am from southern Indiana. I have been married to my 
wonderful husband for almost six years. We have two beautiful children who are the 
primary subjects of my scrapbook pages. I am a Physical Therapist, but currently only 
working on an as needed basis so that I can primarily stay at home with my 
kids. Although scrapping has taken center stage among my hobbies, I also love to play 
golf, crochet, go four wheeling, cook, and garden. I started scrapping about eight years 
ago, but I didn't get really serious about it (or, should I say, obsessed with it) until about 
four years ago. That is when I discovered the online scrapping world, and I am so 
thankful for that! I love that there is a whole world of people out there with the same 
passion and love of scrapping that I have, and that we can share our work and ideas and 
inspire each other. I love trying new techniques and trying to find ways to make each 

page different from the last. I recently had my first print magazine publication in the January/February 2009 
issue of Memory Makers. I am so excited and honored to be the Guest Designer for Back Porch Memories for 
March! 
  
You can check out my blog here:  www.scrapsofdeb.blogspot.com 
 

http://www.scrapsofdeb.blogspot.com/


You’re Invited! Spring Fling Virtual Crop 
 

It’s official. Back Porch Memories is having an online (virtual) crop via our message board! You can stay in 
your jammies all weekend long and we won’t tell. �   
 

When: Noon EST Friday, April 17 – Midnight Sunday, April 19 (with extended deadlines on some 
 challenges and projects until the following Saturday, April 25 at Midnight EST) 
 

What:  A crop to beat all crops! We’ll have plenty of challenges, classes, games and more! Be sure to 
check out our message board closer to the crop for more details, including class material lists. 

 
Cost: FREE!!! Tell all of your friends and be sure to snag our crop blinkie posted on our message board. 

 
Prizes: Our grand prize? A FREE 6 month subscription to Back Porch Memories Kit Club. WOW!!!  
Other Prizes include Back Porch Memories Gift Certificates, mini books, embellishments and other 
assorted scrapbooking goodies. 

 
Our fabulous Design Team has been working double time to make this crop a success! We’re so incredibly 
excited and hope you’ll join in on the fun. See you there! 
 
 
 
 

 
Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 

by Jana Eubank 
 

10 Minutes 
 
Begin this layout by using a sheet of cardstock as your base. Next add a 
10.5" strip of graph patterned paper to the top of your layout. Next I cut 
a 4 X 11" strip of green fish patterned paper. I used a notebook punch to 
add interest to the top edge and then adhered it to the page overlapping 
the previous strip of patterned paper. I mounted my photo to the same 
green patterned paper and then mounted the photo onto a 10.5 X 7" 
block of patterned paper. I adhered the block overlapping the green strip 
of patterned paper as shown. I then added a 1.75" strip of striped 
patterned paper vertically to the right side of the layout. Cut/tear a piece 
of graph patterned paper to about 2.5 X 7". Tuck this strip underneath 
the bottom right corner of your photo. Add stickers to spell out your 
title. 

 
 
        15 Minutes 
 
I cut an 8.5" cardstock circle and added it underneath my photo, as 
shown. Next add an accent label sticker to the top left corner of your 
photo. Add 2 black brads to the label sticker. Next I added a chipboard 
flower next to my title to give it a little more detail. 
 
 



 
{March Sketch} 

selected from www.pagemaps.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
       

 
   March Sketch 

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  Audrey Tan     Jana Eubank 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Tami Floyd     Deb Harter (Guest Designer) 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


 
Scrapbook Shortcuts 

{Using a Grouping of Standard Sized Prints} 
by Alissa Trowbridge 

 
I know I’ve mentioned before how much I love the ease and 
convenience of using 4x6 photos. But it’s true. You can’t get any 
easier than using standard 4x6 prints! Let’s face it. This is the size 
most of us have hanging around waiting to be put into albums, 
especially those pre-digital prints. 
 
On the layout I did here, every photo is a standard print. I didn’t crop 
or otherwise alter them before adding the pictures to my layout. This 
is a layout design that works great when you have two horizontal 
photos and a vertical you want to use together. Or “flip” the idea by 
rotating it to the left or right and using two vertical and a horizontal 
photo instead.  
 
Easy! See how many photos you have in your stack of “to be 
scrapped” pile that fit this formula, and get scrapping. Be sure to post 

your finished layouts in the gallery so we can all admire them! 
 
 
 

 
  

 
Quick & Easy Cards 

by Lisa Turley 
 
Editor’s Note: It’s easy to whip up a few cards when you have 
adorable scraps and embellishments leftover from your Back Porch 
Memories kits! Here are a few Lisa made with the leftovers from her 
Medley kit that are totally appropriate for any time of the year. 
 
Great job, Lisa!  
 
Now it’s your turn. Post your cards (or layouts and other projects) in 
our gallery! We’d love to see what you’ve been doing with our kits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Embellished with Stamps! 
by Audrey Tan 

 
After I’m done with a kit, I’m left with a lot of leftover scrap papers and spare embellishment. Not one to throw 
any away, I decided to make toppers with them using my stamps. Stamps are such versatile tools (I called them 
tools as they can be reused over and over). I’m always on the lookout for new ones despite having a fair number 
in my collection already.  
 
This time round, I decided to challenge myself and make use of stamps that I’ve not played with for a while. 
That was easy as there are a fair number that I’ve not touched! So one rainy afternoon, I sat down and started 
creating. This was what I came up with: 

 
I had in mind to create around a birthday theme as I’m 
always in need of cards for such occasion. At the same 
time, my aim was also to try and use up any spare stash 
that was lying around. I made each one different so as to be 
able to use them in various other projects later on. Since 
making them, I’ve actually used a few of them in various 
ways: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In a Layout (far right) 
In this layout, I made use of the cupcake topper as an embellishment. The 
cupcake image was stamped, coloured and decorated with beads.  
 
 

 
In a Mini Album (left) 
I made a birthday planner, as a present, for a friend and 
used the owl topper at the end of the album. I thought it 
made a fitting tribute! 
 
In a Card (right) 
I used the skull tag for a birthday card. As the card was 
for a little boy, it suited the occasion perfectly.  
 
 
 

As a Badge (left) 
It’s a tradition in my son’s school to announce their birthday by wearing a 
birthday badge. Hence, the cupcake topper (I had made a few of them) came in 
handy. All I did was attached a pin behind, added ‘birthday boy’ to it and voila, 
it became a birthday badge instantly.  
 
So the next time when you have excess stash lying around, create toppers with 
them and keep them in a box. Anytime you need to make a quick card, just 
reach for one of them or use it on your pages. Have fun! 

 



Photo Mojo 
{Color Popping with a Hint of a Burn}  

by Tami Floyd 
 

If that’s not an odd yet intriguing title, I don’t know what is! In this article I will show you how I go about 
adding a bit of a color pop to each of my photos, and then I will take it a bit further by illustrating how to add a 
vignette (also known as a burned-in effect) to your photos using Adobe Photoshop Elements 5.0 
 
1.  Open your photo and resize it to your liking. Create a duplicate layer using the LAYER selection at the top 
toolbar. Working on the duplicate background layer, click on ENHANCE>ADJUST LIGHTING>LEVELS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Working on the same layer, click on ENHANCE>ADJUST LIGHTING>BRIGHTNESS/CONTRAST. 
Move the slider to adjust the contrast – usually 10 is the average number. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Click on ENHANCE>ADJUST COLOR>HUE/SATURATION. Move slider over to get your desired effect. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.  Now click on LAYER>MERGE VISIBLE which will combine your layers. 
 
5.  You will then need to create a new layer – LAYER>NEW. Press the letter D to set your foreground color to 
black and then press ALT-BACKSPACE to fill new layer with black. Set the FEATHER to 170 pixels for a 
high-resolution photo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Now hit BACKSPACE to remove the black in the center and reveal your photo underneath. If the vignette is 
how you like, press CONTROL-D to deselect. If the vignette is too dark, you can go to the Layers palette and 
adjust the Opacity of the black layer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  Now merge the layers again and here is your final product!  
 
 
I hope you have fun trying these photo-editing techniques! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


