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I hope you’re all staying warm and dry this winter! I read in the newspaper that 49 of our 50 states had snow on 
the ground all at the same time recently. Wild! Our friends in Hawaii were the exception. 
 
This month’s kits are sure to help you fight off the winter blues. The Solo kit is filled with the happy patterns 
and colors of Basic Grey Sugar Rush. These double-sided papers are so versatile, with many of the patterns 
looking very girly and the reverse side totally perfect for the guys in your life. The Medley kit is just as 
versatile, with tons of mix & match options within the kits. It features Basic Grey Origins, Fancy Pants Frosted 
and American Crafts Letterbox. Whichever you purchased this month, you won’t be disappointed! 
 
As always, I very much appreciate your business. I know this time of year brings new product flooding into 
your local stores and online. Just so you don’t double-purchase anything, I want to give you a little sneak peek 
of what’s to come. Of course, things may change a little due to availability, but this is what’s planned! 
 
Fancy Pants My Family  Bo Bunny Flower Child  Reminisce Unwritten 
Basic Grey Max & Whiskers  Cosmo Cricket Garden Variety Fancy Pants Rusted Sun  
My Mind’s Eye Quite Contrary Basic Grey Kioshi   SEI Jocelyn   
Fancy Pants About a Girl  SEI Happy Day   Upsy Daisy Vogue 
 
Plus embellishments from American Crafts, Queen & Co., Prima and much, much more! 
 
Paula 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Lesley {February Guest Designer} 
 

Hi! I'm Lesley Langdon. I am very excited to be a guest designer at Back Porch 
Memories for February, and hanging out with such a welcoming community of 
scrappers. 
 
A little about me: I live in Ontario, Canada with my husband Mark, and three 
children. As if that doesn't keep me busy enough, I have added this all 
consuming hobby known as scrapbooking! This hobby has given me wonderful 
opportunities; the one I am most proud of is designing my own stamp line. 
 
I began stamping and card making in 2006, and quickly found scrapbooking as 
a wonderful way to document my family's history. I love to create projects of all 
types, and they usually include ink, stamps, and loads of embellishments. I am 
inspired by other people's creations, journaling, and overall ability to create 
something from nothing. 

 
I look forward to getting cozy with you all and working with this amazing team of scrappers. 



Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Tami Floyd 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Use a piece of white cardstock for your base. From the BG Airhead 
(pink), cut (1) 2x12 and (1) 2.5x12 pieces. Glue the 2” piece to the top 
and the 2.5” piece to the very bottom of the white base. Cut (1) 1/2x12 
and (1) 1x12 pieces of BG Licorice (plaid). Glue the ½” piece just 
underneath the top portion of the pink patterned paper. Glue 1” piece of 
plaid just above the bottom pink. From the papaya cardstock, cut a 6x12” 
portion and then glue between the two plaid patterned paper pieces. Cut a 
2¼ x10¼” piece from BG Peanut Brittle and tear the bottom edge 
slightly. Adhere below the bottom plaid strip centering it. Cut 1/8” strip 
of parakeet with one scalloped edge. Glue to the top edge of the plaid 
paper on the top. Mat a 5x7 photo atop of BG Peanut Brittle (grey side). 
Glue to the far left side of layout as shown. Cut a 3x6 of white cardstock 

to use as your journal spot. Adhere to center of papaya as shown. Cut (6)1¾” hearts from papaya. Place three 
hearts along each side of journal spot. Cut a 2¾” heart from maraschino cardstock. Place in center of white. 
Adhere title, canvas strip, brads and flourish as shown.   
 
 
              15 Minutes 
 
Cut (2) 1¾” hearts from maraschino cardstock. Glue to the center hearts 
as shown with pop dots. Cut one more swirl/flourish from maraschino and 
cut in half. Place one half next to the bottom flourish with a brad in the 
center. Then place other half at the top of the page as shown.    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Scrapbook Shortcuts {The Wow Factor}  

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 
If you’re pressed for time, spend a few minutes to create one “wow” 
piece to add to the layout and keep the rest fairly simple. That one 
“wow” will make more impact than a bunch of smaller details that took 
forever! 
 
Here, I created a fairly simple layout. My papers are just layered with 
standard sized photos. I also used a few pearl brads and premade 
Bloomers included in the Solo kit. These goodies have a lot of impact, 
but just take a second to apply! I spent the most time cutting out the 
large bloom from patterned paper at the bottom of my page. Its size 
makes a viewer take notice of the page and brings the page together. 



{February Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com  

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  February Sketch            Tami Floyd      
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Deb Harter                    Lesley Langdon {Guest Designer} 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Use Those Scraps {Card Sketch} 

by Aleta Wills 
 

 
Get those scraps out and make some cards. This 
versatile sketch is great for birthday cards, get 
well cards, or simple 'thinking of you' cards. The 
small layers of this card are great for the little bits 
and pieces of your kit you just can't bare to throw 
away. So dig out that tiny little piece you've been 
saving for just the right moment and make a card!  

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Tool Review {Dymo Caption Maker} 
by Deb Harter 

  
The Dymo Caption Maker is a nifty little tool to have around for scrapping. It is 
perfect for journaling strips, making individual word stickers, and highlighting 
specific words in your journaling. It is also great for subtitles and can be a fun 
way to add the date to your pages. It retails for around $24.99. 
  
Another thing that I love about this little tool is that you can buy the self adhesive 
tape in a wide range of colors, including black and clear too. The tape is super 
easy to load and unload in the machine, making changing colors effortless. The 
tool comes with three font wheels - one upper case and one lower case regular 
type fonts, and one lower case script font. Each font wheel also has some 
symbols and punctuation.  

  
There are a few cons to this tool, in my personal opinion. First of all, it is a bit loud and makes a loud click with 
each letter.  If you have a large amount of journaling to do, this can become quite tedious with this tool, turning 
the wheel to each individual letter and squeezing the handle each time. You have to make sure that you apply a 
decent amount of pressure so the letters emboss properly. It isn't difficult for the average person, but for 
someone who has arthritis in their hand, it could potentially cause some problems. Occasionally, the spacing 
between letters is a bit uneven, but I think this sometimes gives the layout more personality when it isn't 
perfect.  
  
A few tips when using this tool, make sure and space a time or two before starting the next word after cutting 
the first on off. If you don't do this, it will not emboss the first letter. You have to be able to clearly see the tape 
in the little window on the top of the machine before you start embossing letters. I often make another space 
before I cut the tape too to ensure that the last letter doesn't accidentally get cut off.  
  
All in all, I think the pros of this little tool outweigh the cons, and I enjoy using it on my layouts and cards. It 
also comes in quite handy when organizing my scrap room too! I created a layout with the Dymo Caption 
Maker using this month’s sketch (see previous page) and a card with the February Solo kit. You can see the 
card and the journaling on the layout up close below. 
 

 
We’d love to see any of your creations made with a label maker! Be sure to post them in our gallery. And let us 
know if you have any other creative uses for this fun tool! 
 

 



Blingz Paint Review  
by Niki Willaert 

 
This month I had the pleasure of getting creative with some of the new Blingz paint 
from Shimmerz. These little paint pots of sparkly goodness have the potential to add all 
sorts of glitz to your scrapbook pages and paper crafting projects. I used it on several 
things which I will share a few of here.  
 
 

Before you begin painting, make sure to shake up the little paint pot. I found that as it 
sits, it will separate a little. Upon opening I stirred the Blingz with a toothpick just for 
extra mixing. There are many colors to choose from; in my examples I used 
Wintergreen and Mello Yellow. I loved how both of these colors coordinated perfectly 
with the February Medley Kit.  

 
 
First I wanted to add some sparkle to some felt letters that I had used on a winter themed 
layout. Using a small paintbrush and not too much paint, I painted lightly over the felt 
alphas. I was amazed at how sparkly the Blingz was! That little bit of paint added so 
much glimmer and made my title jump of the page.  
 
 
Next I moved on to using it on paper. For the project I 

was creating, I wanted a spattered look on my patterned paper. I used an old 
toothbrush for this and just dipped it lightly in the paint pot and then gently 
pulled the bristles back while holding it above my paper. Another perfect result 
– it added just a hint of shimmer. I would advise having a craft mat or cookie 
sheet under your paper when you do this as it really does spatter if you are not 
careful.  
 
 
Now I was ready to try it on one of my favorite mediums, chipboard. For my project I wanted to create a 
sparkly frame out of chipboard to encircle a picture. Again, I painted evenly and lightly on my chipboard shape 
and the sparkle was amazing. Within about 5 minutes, the paint was already dry, another wonderful feature of 
Blingz. I inked the edges of the chipboard for a slightly worn look and the end result was so pretty. It also held 
up great on some of Tim Holtz’s grungeboard. I used the yellow on a pair of butterflies. I bent the grungeboard 
butterflies in half a little to bring them to life, and the Blingz did not crack in the crease – fantastic! I added a 
splash to a crepe paper flower and the dry time was very quick again and livened up my flower. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Overall, I found Blingz to be a fabulous product to work with. The uses are endless and the results are nothing 
short of wonderful. Adding a touch of it to your picture edges, chipboard, flowers, letters and paper will give 
your projects the perfect finishing touch! Enjoy!   



A Little Birdie Card Set Tutorial 
by Lesley Langdon 

 
This little set of cards is a perfect teacher’s gift, a “just because” gift for a friend, or a nice birthday gift.  Just 
use all the Letterbox papers and rub-ons from the Medley kit to make a lovely coordinated set. 
 
Envelope: 

1. Cut a piece of cardstock 11x7.  Score lengthwise at 3” and 8”.  Score at 1” across the bottom. 
2. Make folds and trim excess pieces as shown.  Glue flaps. 
3. Take 2 different Letterbox papers, using both sides to give you 4 paper options.  Use a scallop punch, 

adhere scalloped paper to envelope. 
4. Apply rub-on and ribbon.  
5. Make coordinating cards for the inside (size 4” by 5.25”). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friend Card: 
1. Cut cardstock 4” x 10.5”, fold in half, set aside. 
2. Take two Letterbox papers and punch each paper 6 times for a total of 12 squares that are 1.25” x 1.25” 

(or use a paper trimmer to cut squares). 
3. Take a scrap piece of cardstock and glue down 12 squares, using both sides of patterned papers.  Take a 

black pen and hand draw zig zag stitches.  
4. Trim quilt pattern on all sides to fit onto card. 
5. Cut out pink label from paper, and apply friend rub-on.  Adhere frame to surround the word friend.   
6. Apply ribbon and flower. 
7. Apply little birdie die on the inside of all cards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Other ideas: 


