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I am home, ahhh.  It feels so good to be back in Wyoming for a while.  While winter is still in full swing in 
Fairbanks, we are being teased with signs of spring here.  I am back here, where I will always call home, 
awaiting the birth of my first grandbaby!  There is nothing like a new baby, is there?  The excitement and 
anticipation is all just part of the fun, although I don’t think my daughter would agree right now.  I can’t wait to 
hold that sweet little baby girl for the first time.  If you would like to keep up with the progress, be sure to stop 
by the message board where I will keep you updated. 
 
 
Speaking of fresh and new… 
 
 
I recently received a full pallet of new product from CHA, and there is more arriving every day!  Trust me when 
I say you will not want to miss a single thing over the next few months. 
 
 
Paula 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Elizabeth {February Guest Designer} 
 

I live with my husband of 6 years and 2.5 year old daughter in Madison, AL. I have 
another on the way due in March. �  I am an elementary teacher turned SAHM, and 
loving every minute of it! I have been scrapbooking for over 4 years, but developed a 
passion for it after the birth of my daughter wanting to document her life. Through 
scrapbooking I have developed a love of photography and learning all I can about 
taking better pictures. I recently started my own portrait photography business. I love 
being able to capture the personalities of children.  
 
I am so excited to get to be a guest designer here at Back Porch Memories this month! 
 
 

 
 



{February Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
       

 
   February Sketch 

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  Audrey Tan     Alissa Trowbridge 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Michelle Swartzinski   Elizabeth (Guest Designer) 
 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Jana Eubank 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Begin by cutting the striped patterned paper into a 10" square. Mat the 
square onto brown cardstock. Adhere the square to base cardstock. Tear 
a strip of a complimentary patterned paper and adhere to your layout 
about 1” up from the bottom edge of the layout. Add a strip of brown 
cardstock 0.25" down from the top edge of the torn strip. Mat your focal 
photo on a sheet of solid patterned paper. Add the journaling block to 
the left, slightly tilting it and tucking the corner underneath the matted 
photo. Add your secondary photo overlapping both the main photo and 
the journal block as shown. Add two metal heart accents to the bottom 
right hand corner of your focal photo. Add your journaling. 
 
 

        15 Minutes 
 
Add a title along the top of the journal block overlapping onto the main 
photo. I sanded the edges of my letters so that they would stand out a 
little more. Add a length of ric rac just under the brown strip on the torn 
strip of paper. Add two fabric brads to the top left corner of the 
patterned paper square. The letters, metal hearts, ric rac and brads are a 
great way to add texture and depth to a layout without investing a lot of 
time. Your layout is now finished! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Card Making: Don’t Reinvent the Wheel} 

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 
I love to make handmade cards, especially to use up some of the pretty 
paper scraps I have leftover after creating a layout. It’s especially easy to 
make one while I still have out all the coordinating supplies and 
embellishments. However, sometimes after creating a layout, I just don’t 
have the time to come up with a new design. My solution? I often 
scraplift the layout I just made, but make it into a card instead! It’s easy 
to replace photos with squares of patterned paper or journaling with a 
sentiment.  
 

Here’s my example. I originally created my layout from a 
sketch by Kelly Purkey. I took it one step further and turned 
my completed layout into a card. Try it and you’ll see how 
quickly you can create a card and use those scraps! 

 



Owl Album  
by Audrey Tan 

 
I’ve got a thing for owls at the moment and decided to create my own owl mini album. Although there are a few 
owl albums selling commercially, I thought it would be fun to come up with my own instead.  
 
The first thing I did was to look at my owl stamps. I finally picked a Sassafras owl, stamped it and then scanned 
it into my computer. I enlarged it, cut it and made use of the outline as the basis of my album. This was then 
traced onto thin chipboard. I then drew wings for the owl and these formed the pages of my album. Here’s the 
skeleton page of my album. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then cut out the number of pages for the album. I made use of double-sided patterned paper. Now all that is left 
is to decorate and embellish the album accordingly.  
 
Note: I bound it using a Bind It All but they can be easily replaced using book rings. 
 
I certainly had fun making this album. You can easily extend the idea to making other creatures e.g. turtle, bear 
etc. or even things such as houses, castles, etc. Have fun creating! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Create Your Own Glitzy Swirls 
by Tami Floyd 

 
Do you love the look of Prima’s Say It In Crystals? Well, if you said yes, then you’re going to like this 
inexpensive way to create a homemade embellishment that simulates that look.   
 
Supplies: 
Transparency  
White sheet of paper 
Stickles or any type of glitter glue 
Flourish/swirl template or a hand-drawn flourish 
Pencil 
Scissors 
 
1.  Lay white paper flat with swirl/flourish template of choice over the sheet. Trace your desired shape.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.  Once your image has been traced, place transparency over the pencil-drawn shape.  Take your glitter 
dimensional glue and begin placing small dots along the shape until you have covered it completely as shown. 
If you should make a mistake, the dots can be easily wiped away to start fresh. Let dry completely. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Once dry, cut around the flourish shape carefully. You now can adhere it to any scrap project to add that 
perfect glitzy touch! 
 
4.  As a second alternative, you also can cut a swirl/flourish image in a die cut machine from transparency.  I 
used a Sizzix original die to cut the following and added glitter glue dots along its shape. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here is another completed flourish I used on a card I created with this month’s 
solo kit. I adhered the transparency using clear Fabri-tac glue. I hope you have 
fun creating your own glitzy flourish embellishments! 
 

 
 
 



Photo Mojo 
{Reflection Photography} 

by Michelle Swartzinski  
 

Reflections can be found on many different surfaces. Glass buildings, mirrors, mylar balloons, windows, 
chrome bumpers, and water to name a few. All provide the opportunity to produce creative pictures. Some 
provide smooth surfaces while others add a rippled texture giving variations of the reflected effect.  

Here are a few examples using this fun technique.   

 

 

Try taking pictures that show reflections and be sure to share them in the Photo Mojo section on the Message 
Board – can’t wait to see! 

 
* The last picture is from the National Geographic site. I took the others! 
 
 
 

 
  

 
Be sure to take a look at the March Sneak Peek! 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.backporchmemories.com/sneakpeek.htm

