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Meet Michelle {January Guest Designer} 
 

Hi-I'm Michelle from Meridian, Idaho. I'm the mother of 2 adorable kids 
who provide me endless amounts of scrapbooking material. I also work 
PT for a charter airplane company. As a child I hoarded office supplies 
and loved the smell of a new spiral notebook. Now my paper addiction 
has progressed and I am the proud owner of more paper than I know 
what to do with. I dream about vintage things and love to browse thrift 
stores for old buttons, papers and books. For the most part I scrapbook 
everyday moments and I like to record the things I would otherwise 
forget. I hope someday my scrapbooks will be cherished by my 
children and grandchildren. I also love to sew, read, eat out at good 
restaurants and spend time with my family.  
 
I'm so excited to be Guest Designing this month! 
 

 
 
 

 
Scrapbook Shortcuts {Straight Handwritten Journaling}  

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 

I love to handwrite my journaling. Not only is it much faster and easier 
than typing it out, it also adds a personal touch. However, I’m often 
frustrated when I “wing” my journaling and it comes out crooked.  
 
You can achieve perfectly straight journaling lines when you journal 
right on lined patterned paper. That’s what I did here with paper from 
the Medley. One of the patterns had this lined piece on the back, so I just 
cut it out and used it as a design element to handwrite my journaling. 
 
You can also try this technique with notebook looking patterned papers 
and even some striped papers. 
 
This is just one half of a double page layout. If you’d like to see the 
whole layout, be sure to check it out in our January 2010 Design Team 
Gallery. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Tami Floyd 

 
10 Minutes 
 
Use a piece of vanilla cardstock for your base. Cut (6) 2” squares of 
Super Stack (colorful side) and (6) 2” squares of Mash (blue side). 
Adhere squares as shown making sure to alternate. Cut a 97/8x6 ½ piece 
of Mash using the black dotted side. Cut an 8½x61/8 piece from the Take 
Note paper making sure to cut the rectangle from the light blue section. 
Glue this piece atop of the larger black rectangle. Then adhere the 
patterned papers atop of the patchwork pattern, off centering it to the 
right. Place a 4x3¾ and 3x5 matted photos on light blue rectangle as 
shown. Just above the shorter photo place the yellow sticker journaling 
tag cutting off the bottom edge. Place your title atop of that and adhere 
felt monsters as shown.    
 

 
 
 
               
 
 

15 Minutes 
 
Cut (4) 3/8x9 ¾ strips of black cardstock. Adhere the long strips around 
the squares of patterned paper. On the right side of the layout, you will 
cut smaller pieces of the black cardstock strips and slide them 
underneath the Mash (black rectangle) paper to give the illusion of it 
being one piece. Take blue photo corners from Monstrosity sticker sheet 
and place them as shown. Cut one heart from Line Up patterned paper.  
Place a Monstrosity Pals brad in the center and adhere with pop dot. 
Place three more of the brads across top of right photo.    
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



{January Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com  

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  January Sketch            Alissa Trowbridge     
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Nikki Willaert           Michelle Price {Guest Designer} 
 

 
 
 

 
Project 12: A Special Challenge in 2010 

 
Join your friends at Back Porch Memories in a very cool, yet very do-able, yearlong challenge called "Project 
12" in 2010. The Canadian magazine called “Scrapbook & Cards Today” sponsors Project 12. The sketches are 
provided by one of our favorite people - Becky Fleck of www.pagemaps.com! The idea is that you'll scrap your 
entire 2010 year with just 12 double-page spreads, one double-page for each month of the year.  
 
There’s more detailed information and a support group in our Project 12 special forum on our message board. 
The first layout (January) isn’t even due until February 20th, so there’s still time to jump in. Hope to see you 
there! Everyone is welcome, no matter when you start! 

 

http://www.pagemaps.com/
http://www.pagemaps.com/


Challenge! {Holiday Paper} 
by Danielle Calhoun 

 
If you’re like me, the cutest holiday papers will come out at just the 
time you’re not scrapping that holiday! The Medley kit this month 
includes the gorgeous Pink Paislee Cupid papers. Initially looking at 
these papers, they are made for Valentine’s Day. After taking a second 
look at these papers, I thought that they were perfect for my 
Christmas photos!  
 
If you take a look at holiday patterned papers a little differently, you can 
see multiple uses for them! I was able to create a Christmas layout, and 
2 Valentine’s Day cards with the 
same patterned papers. 
 
 
 

Gather your favorite holiday papers and look for Danielle’s challenge 
as it relates to this article, coming to our “challenges” forum on 
February 1st! 

 
 
 
 

 
Monster Valentines 

by Michelle Price 
 

After completing my layouts with the January Solo Kit, I had scraps all over my desk and decided to use them 
up by making "monster valentines." The best part of this project is thinking up monster expressions of love. I 
cannot wait to give these to my family to let my own little monsters know how much I love them.  
 
Here are a few more sayings I came up with: Me Love U, I "scared up" a valentine for you, You're Monster-
riffic, You make me WILD, You’re out of this world, You warm my monster heart. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“House of Love” Decoration 
by Niki Willaert 

 
Ahhh, the month of sweet confections, love-y cards and 
lots of hugs and kisses. Valentine’s Day is fast approaching 
and everywhere you look, pinks, reds and heart shaped 
images abound. I can’t think of a better holiday than this 
one to make a pretty little something for someone special. 
As I was browsing through the February issue of 
Scrapbooks Etc., I came across an adorable little house 
mini album by designer Vicki Boutin. The wheels started 
turning and I thought how cute this was and wanted to try 
my own hand at her design. I started playing around with 
my Cricut machine and came up with an easy and fun little 
“House of Love” design. You can also do this without a die 
cutting machine using some simple hand cutting.  
 

Supplies needed: 
Patterned paper in coordinating colors 
Chipboard sheets (I used the back of a paper pack; you could also use a cereal box) 
Paint 
Valentine or love themed embellishments 
Photographs 
Sturdy glue or glue gun 
 

1. Using a die cut machine, cut out three 6” tags from your chipboard sheets. I used my Cricut machine 
and the “Stretch Your Imagination” cartridge for this part. I used the multi cut feature and set it to 2. 
This made it very easy to cut the chipboard. If you do not have a die cutting machine, you can cut 
your chipboard with your paper trimmer. Cut a rectangle that is 4 x 6”. Make a triangle at the top of 
the rectangle to form a point and create the tag/house shape. These will be the base for your project.  

 
2. Next, you will need to cut out three 6” tags from your coordinating patterned paper, using the same 

setting on your machine that you did for the chipboard. These will be used to cover your chipboard 
“houses.”  

 
3. Cut out three more 6” tags from patterned paper or cardstock; these will be used to cover the back of 

your chipboard shapes. At this point, you should have 9 “house” shapes; 3 chipboard, and 6 paper. 
 
4. Adhere your patterned paper to each of the three chipboard pieces, covering front and back. Trim or 

sand edges smooth. If you desire, add some paint randomly to the edges, let dry and then ink for a 
slightly distressed look.  

 
5. Now the fun part – embellishing! Add whatever little hearts, sayings, pictures, buttons and bling you 

like. I used more patterned paper and a scalloped border punch to create the roof in the first panel.  
 

6. Once your 3 panels are decorated the way you like, use your glue gun or other strong bonding glue 
and run a strip down the inside edge of the first panel. Take the second panel and adhere to the first 
at a very slight angle. Run a second strip of glue down the other side of the second panel and adhere 
the third panel to it. If you like, you could punch holes and tie with ribbon or rings to connect the 
panels instead of glue. Your “house” should be able to stand on it’s own. 

 
That’s it! Now you are ready to display your little Valentine creation and enjoy! 



Altered Canvas 
by Audrey Tan 

 
Canvas! My next medium for a displayed artwork. I recently made a few of them as Christmas gifts and they 
were well received. Fortunately I can get them rather cheaply too hence, they provide an alternative to picture 
frames.  
 
Here are a few simple steps to start you going:  
 

1. Start by deciding how you want to decorate the base. There are 
many ways but my favourite is to spray a mist over a stencil. In 
my example, I’ve used a Heidi Swapp butterfly mask and a 
Cosmic Shimmer mist.  
 
 
 

 
 

2. The next step is adding texture to the canvas. For this 
method, I use a white tissue paper (not the kind for 
blowing your nose). I stamped a background stamp on it, 
crumpled and gentle straighten it and adhered it onto the 
canvas. Do not attempt to straighten the tissue paper but 
allow creases as you stick it down. This gives it the 
texture. 

  
 

3. The last step is merely decorating it according to how you want it to be. For me, I love using lace 
trimmings and border punches as well as stamped embellishments. The butterflies were die-cut from 
Cuttlebug and embossed. Here’s my outcome.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have not tried using canvas as an alternative to picture frame, give it a go. It is easy to use and if you 
make a mistake, simply paint over using white gesso and you are ready to start again. Don’t forget to upload 
to the Back Porch Memories gallery and share with us what you have done.  
 

 
 



Shaker Flowers 
by Aleta Wills 

 
Supplies:  
 
various punches, dies or electronic cutter, scrap paper, scrap 
transparency, glitter and buttons (optional) 
 
Directions: 
 
Using a circle punch, cut 4 cardstock circles, 1 top patterned paper, and 
1 bottom patterned paper. 

 
Fold one of the cardstock circles in half both ways to find the center, mark the top of the circle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Centering the fold, use a flower punch to punch out the middle, make sure the arrow is at the top 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Glue next circle to bottom of the punched flower circle.  Very carefully line up the punch, making sure the 
arrow is at the top and punch again. Repeat with remaining cardstock circles (4 total) 
 
Add just a drop of glue to the patterned paper circle.  You need just enough glue to hold the circle in place while 
you punch it.  Line up the flowers and punch, immediately take the patterned paper circle off of the rest. 
 
Cut a scrap of transparency and glue to the top of the cardstock circles.  Glue on the top of patterned paper, 
lining up the flower holes. You flower should now look like this with transparency in the middle 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Turn flower over and add glitter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Glue on the bottom piece, which should be a contrasting pattern or color circle, unpunched. The teal 
background of the flower, in my example. Add a button center and VOILA – shaker flower! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For smaller and/or more intricate punches, it’s easier to cut a ring (circle inside a circle). They don’t even have 
to be perfect! Glue the rings together, then transparency, and then the top patterned paper with the flower 
punched out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Add glitter and glue on the back circle like previously.  Add a little bit of stickles for a flower center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t have punches? Use your die cut machine to cut the center flower out, or the entire flower and circle piece 
together. Use the negatives of chipboard pieces and cover with patterned paper, add glitter, and add the back. 


