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Hello fellow scrappers! 
 
Even though the holidays are over, for the die hard scrappers, this is the most exciting time of the year!  Why?  I 
am at CHA right now looking at all of the new releases and planning what to bring you in the next several kits.  
The show floor doesn’t officially open until Sunday, but from what I have seen so far at the pre show events, 
you will not be disappointed.  Shhhh, don’t tell, but I will try to sneak a few pictures tonight. 
 
With all the excitement about the new releases, don’t forget to take a look at what the Back Porch Memories 
design team has shared with you in this months’ gallery.  They continue to do such an amazing job month after 
month and can really help you use up your kit. 
 
We know your time is valuable and so is the money you spend each month on your kits and we are committed 
to help you use up your entire kit, quickly and easily without compromising quality or design.  Every month, 
inside your kit, you will find the password for that month’s page plans.  These plans are exclusive to kit 
purchasers, I hope you are using them so you can get those pages done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Anne-Marie {January Guest Designer} 
 

Hi! My name is Anne-Marie and I'm a SAHM living currently in Switzerland till Dec 
2008. My family and myself are from sunny Singapore but we've had the awesome 
opportunity to live in Switzerland the past 8 months. My two children, Ethan (8 years) 
and Hannah (6 years) are my constant inspirations. 
 
I have been scrapping for close to 5 years now and I'm still enjoying every single 
moment of it! I love that it is such a creative outlet for exploration and personal 
expression. I like that there is no right or wrong, no 'should's or 'should not's... just 
personal, heartfelt artistic expression. I feel a sense of release and accomplishment when 
I create and all the more, when my creations are able to inspire others. 
 

I like to capture the 'moment' in my scrapbook pages. As such, my photos and the story I want to tell are usually 
the starting points for me. I love mixing colors and patterns and adding an eclectic mix of embellishments.  
 
Here's my blog: www.muffyvan.org 

 

http://www.muffyvan.org/


{January Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com 
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       Jana Eubank       Tami Floyd 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       Audrey Tan       Anne-Marie (Guest Designer) 

http://www.pagemaps.com/


Layouts in 15 Minutes {or Less} 
by Jana Eubank 

 
10 Minutes 
 
This layout comes together really quickly with a few blocks of paper 
and quick embellishments.  
 
First, cut a piece of cream cardstock to 5 x 11.25" and adhere to the 
right hand side of the Pink Paislee green patterned paper. Next, cut a 
piece of scalloped die cut patterned paper to 5.5 x 10.25." Adhere on top 
of the cream cardstock as shown. Print your photos all together in a 
strip. Cut the strip out and adhere to blue patterned paper. Next adhere 
them to a strip of soft yellow patterned paper, leaving extra room along 
the bottom for journaling. Add a knotted ribbon just under the photo 
and add your journaling. Adhere to your layout. Cover a chipboard 
circle with the blue patterned paper. Tuck underneath the top left corner 

of your photo block. Add a title and accent it with the rain dots. 
 
 
 
 
                15 Minutes 
 
A little cutwork can add a lot of detail. Cut out the flower leaves from 
the Cloud 9 Flower Field paper. Even they aren't blue they remind me of 
splashes of water on a green summer lawn. Layer several together and 
adhere around the photo block as shown. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Easy Layering} 
 by Alissa Trowbridge 
 
One of my favorite looks right now is the look of layered scrapbook 
paper. If you take a peek in our Design Team gallery, you’ll see so many 
of my fellow designers are pros at this technique! I, however, think my 
scrapbooking is very linear and streamlined, so it’s hard for me to “think 
outside the box” and try this look.  
 
However, this month I had lots of scraps leftover after completing 
another layout with this paper. Just by fiddling with the scraps (and a 
few leftover pieces of red cardstock), I was able to complete this layered 
look without too much planning. Try throwing some of your scraps 

together and see if the layered look comes together easily for you, too! Just keep moving them around until it 
looks right. And avoid the urge to cut anything until you’re absolutely sure it will work. Have fun! 



Valentine’s Day Projects 
by Audrey Tan 

 
With Valentine’s Day next month, thought it might be a good idea to start early. I 
tend to make little gifts for close friends on that day as it’s a day I celebrate my 
friendship with them. 
  
Scouring around the net, I found a site with interesting templates*. Finally picked 
out what would make an ideal gift.  

 

 
 
 
Here’s one that I did. As this is for a friend, I chose to play down on the reds and went for a more neutral 
colour. (A note about making this heart basket, use a thicker sheet of paper i.e. cardstock. It will hold the 
contents securely.) 
 
As for my other half, I chose to make a card. Again, looking at the 
templates on the site, I found one that fit my requirement. Now what I 
like about it is that you can vary the size of this template. Make it big for 
a card or make it small and use it as a topper. I chose the latter. Here’s 
my card:  
 
 
   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The card opens up and you can pen a few words to your loved one within. Fold it up and it becomes a topper 
again. One note about the half circles that line the heart together, you can either fold in such you only see the 
heart or you can fold it outward to see the circle in front of the heart. 
 
Hope you have fun with the templates. Show us what you have done with them and upload your creations in the 
gallery. 
 
*(http://www.ruthannzaroff.com/mirkwooddesigns/templates.htm) Site for templates. 
 

Copy the template 
and paste it onto a 
word document. 
Enlarge or decrease 
the size accordingly. 
 

http://www.ruthannzaroff.com/mirkwooddesigns/templates.htm


Desktop 2009 Calendar 
by Tami Floyd 

 
Supplies: 

·  8x8 Wood picture frame (from Michaels for $1) with dowel stand 
·  Paint 
·  Drill and bit 
·  (6) 8½x11 chipboard sheets 
·  (2) 2” book rings 
·  Various papers and embellishments 
·  Hole punch or Cropadile  
·  6x6 monthly calendar template found on the internet 

 
1.  Start by painting your wooden frame a color of choice. Once it has dried 
thoroughly, drill holes near top outer edges as shown just a bit larger than your 

book rings. 
2.  Print calendar 
templates in a 6x6 
size. Cut each 
month out. 
 
3.  Cut chipboard 
sheets so you get (6) 
6¼x7¾” pieces.    
 

4.  Decorate each sheet with various papers and 
embellishments from your stash. Mat the small monthly 
calendar with a ¼” sides and bottom, but leave ¾” of matting 
on top edge. Fold top edge in have and glue the underside of 
top edge to your decorated page. By doing this, you will form 
a flap so underneath the calendar page you can place a 
monthly photo. 

  
5.  Continue decorating chipboard 
sheets for each month. After 
decorating for the month of June, 
you will need to flip the chipboard 
sheet over and start decorating for July. By doing this, the desktop calendar with not 
be overloaded and unsecure. When the month of June ends, you will then open the 
book rings, take off the calendar sheets, flip over, and place back on book rings. For 
example, my month of January will be flipped to display December on the back. 
  
6.  Once all sheets have been decorated to your liking, make sure to punch holes 
using the measurements from your drilled holes on the picture frame. Place book 

rings in picture frame and load calendar sheets accordingly.   
 
I still have a few of the calendar sheets to finish up. As soon as I’ve finished the project, I will post all of twelve 
months in the gallery.  
 
I hope you have fun creating a one-of-a-king desktop calendar for yourself or as a gift! 
 



Photo Mojo 
{Great Snow Shots} 
by Michelle Swartzinski  

 

Snow photography can be broken down into two types of conditions: 

1) Images made while the snow is falling. 

2) Bright sunlight reflecting off a blanket of white.  

Both provide great conditions in which to capture awesome photographs! 

Falling snow reduces the overall contrast. Clutter is hidden beneath the fallen snow. Falling snow adds layers of 
perspective that emphasize the foreground elements while the background ones fade away. 

To make your shots interesting, use slow shutter speeds to exaggerate the streaking lines of the flakes. To freeze 
their motion, use a shutter speed of 1/125 or faster. Avoid using the flash – it will make the snow look like 
white blobs. Moving close to a foreground element will enable you to emphasize the layers of perspective. The 
closer objects will be recorded darker than those that begin to recede in the distance.  

Bright snow will fool your meter into giving you a “false” reading resulting in gray snow instead of white. To 
prevent this, you need to fool the meter by overexposing the scene. How much overexposure depends on how 
much pure white is in the composition. If the scene is 100% white, fool the meter by going over 1 1/2 to 2 stops. 
If there’s a perfect balance between white snow and dark shadow areas, as little as 1/3 compensation is all that’s 
necessary. 

I can’t wait to see what types of snow pictures you shoot this winter…be sure to share them in the ‘Photo Mojo’ 
section on the Message Board! 

 

 

 

Check out the Sneak Peek! 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 


