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Happy New Year! 
 
Is one of your goals this year to use up the supplies you have?  Notice I used the word goals?  It is so much 
friendlier than ‘resolution’.  I know, most of us are hoarders when it comes to our scrapbooking supplies.  
Sometimes it is just so hard to cut into that perfect sheet of paper.  Or use those embellishments that have 
packaging that just looks so cute in our scrapping space.  Well, one of our goals at Back Porch Memories is to 
help you get over those hurdles.  Here in this newsletter and on our message board and gallery you will find all 
kinds of inspiration, challenges and yes, maybe even accountability to help you use, organize and even get rid 
of (eeek) those supplies you have.  Saving your families memories shouldn’t be a chore, let us help you! 

{scrapbooking made ���  and ���� } 
 
   

 
 
 

 
 

Meet Lisa {January Guest Designer}… 
 

Hi. I’m Lisa Turley and live in Virginia with my husband, Jerry, and 
daughter, Danielle. We also have 2 dogs, 2 cats, 12 chickens and 6 guineas. 
I’m a registered nurse by profession but currently staying at home with my 
daughter and homeschooling.  
 
I have been scrapping for about 11 years. My favorite scrapping supplies 
are patterned paper, chipboard and clear stamps. I’m on the Zsiage design 
team and have been fortunate to have had my layouts featured in numerous 
scrapbook publications. I’ve also taught classes at local scrapbook stores, 
scrapbook retreats and conventions.  
 

In addition to scrapbooking, I devote my time to Jesus and growing my faith, spending time with family, 
photography, enjoying nature and the outdoors, being around animals and going camping and hiking. My 
favorite food - Mexican, favorite drink - Diet Dr. Pepper, favorite book – anything by Max Lucado, favorite 
color – green.  
 
I’m thrilled to have been chosen as the January guest designer for Back Porch Memories and loved working 
with the January kit. I hope my designs will provide inspiration for others. 
 

 

�



Photo Mojo 
{Using Frames in Photoshop} 

by Danielle Calhoun 
 

There are so many fun frames that you can add to your photos in Photoshop. In this article, I will review the 
steps to add these frames to your photos. I will be using Photoshop Elements 5.0. There are so many choices for 
frames. I will go over a few of my favorites. 
  
* Open Photoshop, and go into 'edit & enhance photos.'   
* First, choose a photo that you want to work with, and open the file.  
* You will see 'Artwork & Effects' on the right side of your screen. Under themes, pull down and make sure that 
'photo layout' is chosen. Many of your frame choices are in here. 
* In my first example, I used the 'simple soft edge' frame. Click on the frame, and click on 'apply.' 
* You will see your photo with the new frame with a large white background. 
* On the left side of your screen, choose the crop tool from the toolbar (about 1/3 of the way down). 
* Crop around your photo and press ok.  
* You will now have just your photo without the large white background. Your photo is now ready to be 
printed.  
  
Here is my example with the Simple Soft Edge Frame (I really like to use a Black & White photo with this 
photo frame): 

 
 

* Open another photo in Photoshop. 
* Following the same steps as above, add the 'simple vintage' frame to your photo.  
  
Here is my example with the Simple Vintage Frame: 
  

 
 

There are so many fun frames to choose, have fun with adding frames to your photos! You can just add a simple 
white border if you would like. Post any questions that you may have in the 'Photo Mojo' forum. Have fun! 
 



Scrapbook Shortcuts 
{Lazy Letters}�

by Alissa Trowbridge 
 

Sometimes, I like to trace and cut out my titles. To save time, I 
rarely do this when my title is long or involves cutting out too 
many of the annoying spaces in multiple “e’s,” “o’s” or any other 
letters with a center.  
 
In my example layout, I decided I wanted to use Heidi Swapp’s 
Schizophrenic chipboard font for my title. However, the package 
of letters I had in this font was black, which would have 
disappeared on the layout. I traced the letters on a piece of 
coordinating patterned paper instead. And that pesky “o” middle I 
didn’t want to cut out? I substituted a flower from the kit and 
accented it with a punched circle and a jewel. That way I only had 
to cut out the center of the “e,” and the rest of the letters were a 
cinch.  
 

 
 

 
 

{January Sketch} 
selected from www.pagemaps.com 
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             Lisa Turley                                     Jacquie Veach         

 



Home Décor Project 
{Make Your Own Customized Lamp} 

by Tami Floyd 
 

I must admit this turned out to be way easier than I ever imagined. I was watching a 
craft show on TV and turned to view what was being shown.  I had a “light bulb” 
moment.  I wanted to make one of my own and hopefully after reading this you 
will, too! 
 

 
Supplies Needed:  
- oatmeal container (any size) 
- self-adhesive lampshade from craft store 
- Bottle Adapter Lamp Kit from hardware 
store 
- patterned paper of your choice 
- craft knife 
- adhesive of choice 
- (1-2) rocks 

 
Step by Step: 
1. Open lamp kit and pick the adaptor you wish to use for your lamp size. 
Trace around the adapter on the bottom side of the oatmeal container. Cut 
out circle with a craft knife. 
 
2. Cover entire oatmeal container with patterned papers of your choice, 
making sure to smooth out the paper. I actually adhered the paper using 
double-sided tape which held really well. 
 
3. Next take paper template off of the lampshade and trace onto back of 
patterned paper. My size shade actually required me to two of the same 
patterned papers together side by side in order to have the desired fit.  
 
4. Cut out template from patterned paper and carefully adhere to the shade. The shade was very tacky and I had 
to move slowly. Once the base paper is adhered, you can add ribbon or any other decorative element to your 
shade. 

 
5. Assemble your lamp kit according to the package directions.  
 
6. Once lamp is installed into the covered oatmeal container, turn around 
toward the back seam at the bottom edge (which will actually be the 
opening of the container) and cut a small notch for the cord to be able to 
come through. Cut a notch in the plastic lid also.  
 
7. Gently, place one or two rocks inside of oatmeal container and place 
plastic lid on the bottom making sure to align the notches for the cord. Flip 
right side up. Your base will now be secure and not flip from being top 

heavy.  
 
8. Place light bulb in lamp socket to ensure lamp is working properly.  
 
9. Place decorated lampshade atop the bulb and there you have it – your own customized lamp!  



Stamping Corner 
{Valentine’s Day Gifts} 

by Audrey Tan 
 
With Valentine’s Day around the corner (i.e. next month), it’s time to thinking about gifts. When one thinks of 
Valentine’s Day, one usually associates it as a day where lovers express their love for each other. However, I 
prefer to think of it as a day where one appreciates the friendship one has with friends. After all, there are 
special days for parents, grandparents etc but nothing for friends. Hence, Valentine’s Day is a day I choose to 
show my appreciation for close friends. I’ve chosen to make handmade gifts and cards for them. Here are some 
examples that I’ve done:  
 
Cards 
 
Here’s a friendship card I’ve made using paper scraps and a handmade 
embellishment which can easily be removed and be used as a brooch or a 
decorative piece.  
 
Notepads 
 
These are useful items and can easily be made. You can easily customize them 
for special friends. In this instance, the insides have been deckle trimmed and 
stamped. They were then bound using Bind It All tool (substitute with book 
rings if you don’t have a BIA) and the cover, decorated to give a personal 
touch. Here’s an example: 

       
Gift Boxes 
 
Create a little gift box where you can place sweets, 
chocolates or any small items as gifts. Using a 
template found on Stampington website, the boxes 
were stamped, assembled and filled with little 
goodies.  

 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These are just a few simple ideas for gifts. Do share what you have come up with in the gallery! 



 
Mad for Mini Books 

{Resolutions Mini Book} 
by Jacquie Veach 

 
I’m not big on making resolutions or maybe it’s keeping them that’s the hardest part, but I did have some goals 
I wanted to remind myself of this year. The Collage Press and Greyson Hall double-sided papers in the January 
Solo kit with the journaling lines and bright colors were just perfect. Not to mention those yummy olive colored 
chipboard numbers. I enjoy trying new things and on this project I made the pages different shapes and sizes, 
just to make it more interesting. It was fun and quick to create. This could easily be adapted for topics like: My 
Favorites, My Wishes, etc. Here’s the nitty gritty details: 
 
Materials: 
BPM Jan Solo Kit 
- Collage Press, Greyson Hall papers 
- Heidi Swapp circle bling frames 
- Olive Chatterbox Box Letters 
 
My stash: 
- BPM January stamps…YUM!! 
- found some small embellies left over 
from a prior kit and used those  
- letter stickers - Imagination 
- 2 x 4 Karen Foster chipboard book,  
size 1 ½ x 4 
 
Step by Step: 
1. Cut all the inside pages in varying patterns and color order. I included 8 pages in this order: 

- 2 small rectangles (1 ½ x 4”) 
- 1 round (3 ½”) 
- 1 square (3 ¼  x 3 ¼) 
- 1 long rectangle (2 ½ x 4 1/2 “) 
- another small rectangle (1 ½ x 4”) 
- another round (3 ½”) 
- another small rectangle (1 ½ x 4”) 

2. Trim 3 of the pages with decorative 
edged scissors, I used scallop, but 
any kind would be fun! 

3. Wallpaper front and back covers 
and adhere “2008” numbers to 
cover. Even though these have 
adhesive backs, I find that they 
don’t always stick especially when 
it is a mini book that is handled 
more. I adhere with 3M’s tacky 
glue.  

4. Decorate each page with with your 
journaling and the number 
chipboard. Include a small 
embellishment on each page. 

5. Assemble and you are done!   
 

 



 
Layouts in 15 Minutes {or less} 

by Jana Eubank 
 

{10 Minutes} 
 
It's a cinch to create a beautiful and quick layout when you let a 
sheet of gorgeous patterned paper do all the work for you!  
 
Mount your photo to an oversized mat allowing additional space 
along the bottom for embellishing. Tear the bottom edge to 
soften the straight lines. If desired, mount again onto a sheet of 
cardstock to add a little more definition. Add a strip of patterned 
paper tucked just under the left side of your oversized photo mat 
to anchor the photo to your page and avoid the feeling of it 
floating around the layout. 
  
A title comes together fast using plain chipboard. Ink the edges 
to match your layout. I love the way the chipboard and patterned 
paper combination looks shabby and elegant at the same time. 
  

Finish this speedy layout by embellishing the bottom of the photo mat with a couple of lengths of paper ribbon 
and die cut buttons. 
 
{15 Minutes} 
 
Want to add a little more? Mat a few of the chipboard letters 
with coordinating cardstock and add a few buttons for fun. 
Add another length of paper ribbon to the top right corner. 
  
Still have some time and want to take it even a little further? 
Try adding layered punched flowers with tiny button centers.  
 
Editor’s note – check out Jana’s beautifully embellished final 
version in January’s Design Team Gallery, complete with her 
layered punched flowers idea!    
        
         
 
    

 
 
 
Check out the February kits and stamp set – click here 

Coming in February’s kit: 
Rusty Pickle 

Creative Imaginations 
Bo Bunny 

Glimmer Mist (yep, in the kits!) 
And much more…. 


